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English hitmen for hire, warns police chief 
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Jason Bennefcto 

Crime Correspondent 

Up co 20 professional hitmen 
are operating from the South- 
East of England and have car- 
ried out a number of contract 
fc i flings, a senior detectives has 
l* *ld the Independent. 

The killers charge from 
tl/witi to £20,000 per murder 
and haw been used by spumed 
li wens as well as gangs. 

Scotland Yard has a special 
squad in operation to crack 


down on the hitmen, amid con- 
cent at the upsurge in the num- 
ber of men prepared to kill for 
cash. David Veness, Scotland 
Yard's Assistant Commissioner 
in charge of specialist opera- 
tions. said: “We have a genuine 
fear that there is a greater ca- 
piicity for (criminals] to gain ac- 
cess to individual?, willing to kill 
for money. There arc worrying 
signs that there are small group* 
for whom this is the main form 
of criminal activity." 

He said there was evidence 


that the London-based profes- 
sional killers were being used to 
cany out hits in other puns of 
the country. Previo'is assassi- 
nations also suggest that hitmen 
are being brought in from 
abroad. 

Mr Veness has a pool of 40 
detectives from Scotland Yard's 
Organised Crime Group to 
help in the inquiry. At least 20 
contracts have been carried 
out. although Mr Veness be- 
lieves there arc almost certain- 
ly many “hits" that have yet to 


be identified as the work or pro- 
fessional assassins. 

Most of the killings are un- 
derstood to be between rival 
crime gangs, particularly when 
in dispute over drugs. Howev- 
er, a number of cases have in- 
voived businessmen disposing of 
rivaLs or partners and of jilted 
lovers gaming revenge. 

Mr Veness said: “The ones 
that concern us most arc those 
where it’s felt a criminal group- 
ing can with relative impunity 
resolve its business disputes via 


killers. U that attitude develops, 
a general climate of criminal dis- 
order rapidly follows.** He 
added: "The other categoiy of 
mistresses and distressed lovers 
does not create the same in- 
sidious effect.'' 

Asked whether the hitmen 
are being hired for jobs in oth- 
er parts of the co unify, he said: 
“We have examples of move- 
ment of activity within the UK." 

Mr Veness said there was a 
“resurgence" in hits during the 
past five years due to greater 


availability of guns and possibly 
greater competition and rival- 
ry between gangs. He estimat- 
ed there were 10 to 20 contract 
killers operating in or from the 
Metropolitan police area 
(Greater London), being paid 
hum £I/X»to £2L0UU a hiL De- 
tectives believe a significant 
number of unsolved murders 
are contract killings but so far 
□o evidence has emerged link- 
ing them to hitmen. 

In what is believed to be the 
latest example of a contract 


killing, a man was found shot 
dead in a wood in High gale, 
north London, two weeks ago. 
Brandon Hale, 48. a known 
heavy gambler, was beaten and 
then shot above ibe left eye. 

The Scotland Yard inquiry is 
hampered by the extreme se- 
crecy surrounding the subject of 
contract kfliers," who usually 
bavc no connections with their 
victims. 

Recent police successes 
against hitmen include convic- 
tion of a professional killer 


known as The Executioner, 
who was jailed for life in March 
for murdering a car dealer. 

Kevin Lane, 26, was paid 
£100.000 by an unknown un- 
derworld contact to shoot 
Robert MagiU near his home in 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, 
in October 1994. 

Two men who were paid 
£20,000 for the coo tract killing 
of the millionaire Donald 
Urquhan were jailed in Febru- 
ary 1995. 

Killer for hire, page 3 


Tories to 
fight for 
the flag 
and wallet 
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Anthony Bevins 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Patriotic optimism and a tax 
auction with Labour are to be 
the twin planks of the Conser- 
vative election strategy, the 
Cabinet agreed yesterday. 

Britain is the best country in 
the world, ministers agree* 
voters should be warned that 
Labour would throw it away. 
After the all-day meeting at 
Chequers. Stephen Dome* the 
Secretary of State for Health, 
pledged that a new Conserva- 
tive government would cut the 
lax burden, which it has not 
achieved in any of the last four 
parliaments. 

But with John Major making 
it absolutely dear that he would 
go to the election limit of I May, 
barring a Commons defeat on 
a vote of confidence, the safety- 
first campaign theme was one 
of continuing to offer 
opportunity and choice for the 
“hard-working" classes, 

Mr Darrell said there had 
been an upbeat discussion in 
which it had been recognised 
the Conservative Party had built 
“the strongest economy in 
Europe”. The Cabinet, he said, 
had worked through its ideas on 
health, education, social secu- 
rity and the economy, “to ensure 
that Britain continues to be the 
best country in the world in 
which to live". 

He reported that the Prime 
Minister's phrase was “one that 
expreses very well the sense 
around the Cabinet today". 

A more negative message 
was delivered by William 
Hague, the Secretary of State 
for Wries, who said on BBC ra- 
dio that the Conservatives had 
beaten the British disease of 
strikes and inflation during the 
1980s and would now offer 
“fresh reforming ideas to meet 
the big economic challenges of 
the 2990s". 

He added that having created 
a strong economy, it was “im- 
portant not to throw that away 
and that's what’s at stake in the 
coming election". 

Mr Hague said: “It’s impor- 
tant to continue the change and 
not go into these blind alleys of 
minimum wages, higher taxes. 
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social chapters, selling out in 
Europe, which is what the 
Labour Party now represents." 

In a new development, he 
said some specific ideas in the 
. manifesto would be revealed in 
press conferences between now 
and 1 May. exposing some of 
the flesh of Mr Major's plans 
before the full manifesto itself 
is published in April. 

Labour's deputy leader, John 
Prescott, said: “After 18 years in 
power they have run out of 
steam. They are left scraping the 
barrel for crackpot ideas which 
are more about the jockeying 
for position in the Tbiy leader- 
ship than the interests of the 
country.” 

The Liberal Democrat MP 
Menzies Campbell said right- 
wing experiments and electoral 
gimmicks were “no substitute 
for sound policy". 

Giving a press conference at 
the Barnard Arms, the local pub 
for Chequers, Mr Dorrell was 
asked whether Britain was the 
best country in die world for the 
poor and the unemployed. He 
said: “If you are unemployed in 
Britain you have a better chance 
of finding a job than if you are 
unemployed in any other major 
country in Europe. 

"So the preposition that this 
is a good place to live because 
it gives you a better prospect for 
.a job and a better prospect for 


increasing your own. and your 
family’s, living standards is one 
that I think stands up." 

Giving a broad sweep of the 
policies that would be offered 
under plans to develop owner- 
ship, choice and opportunity, 
Mr Dorrell said there would be 
a grammar school in every 
town, expanded choice in the 
National Health Service and 
more privatisation. 

Having pursued a "re- 
formist" agenda for the first 18 
years, he said. Mr Major in- 
tended to continue that agen- 
da in the Conservatives' fifth 
term of office. 

Earlier, as the long-drawn 
election campaign continued. 
Labour threatened to force the 
writ for the Wirral South by- 
election, so that h could be held 
on 27 February. 

The Conservatives immedi- 
ately replied by saying they 
would fulfil then- promise to 
move the writ themselves with- 
in the next week, so that the by- 
eleciion would be called either 
for 27 February or 6 March. 

Given the disastrous result 
which is expected in that pre- 
election poll, with the Conser- 
vatives losing [be seat lo Labour 
on all the forecasts, the delay in 
a general election until May is 
probably based on the hope that 
the Wirral South debacle will 
have been forgotten by May. 

Yesterday's meeting at Che- 
quers began with a briefing by 
the Conservative Parly chair- 
man, Brian Mawhinney, on the 
mechanics of the election cam- 
paign. He said the Tbries would 
bufld on the improved standards 
they had already achieved, and 
be added: “This government has 
been an education siandards- 
focused government We are go- 
ing to build on that.” 

Other subjects discussed dur- 
ing (he day included plans for 
housing, the National Lottery, 
and pensions. 

A Conservative Party source 
said no government had lost an 
election whenthe tide of ideas 
was flowing in its favour, and af- 
ter five hours of discussion 
among Cabinet ministers, it was 
dear the party had the ideas to 
meet the economic challenges of 
the 21st century. 



Michael Grade 
says goodbye 
to television 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

Michael Grade, Channel 4's 
chief executive since 1988, is 
lo leave the company and 
television altogether, it was 
announced last night 

In a statement which shocked 
the industry, the board of Chan- 
nel 4 revealed that Mr Grade 
would leave the company later 
this year. 

It did not however, elaborate 
on Mr Grade’s plans, although 
it appeared that he was in- 
tending to pursue wider busi- 
ness interests. He is a director 
of VCI, a video publishing com- 
pany, and a non-executive di- 
rector of First Leisure. 

Famous for his cigars and 
braces, the former controller of 
BBC1 was described by the 
Daily Mail as the country’s 
“pornographer in chief" after 
Channel 4 commissioned a se- 
ries of risoufi late night shows 
including Eumtmsh, Red Light 
Zone and programmes for gay 
people. 

He has campaigned vocally, 
and successfully, to end the 
“funding formula” by which 
Channel 4 is forced to pay a 
huge proportion of its profits to 
the ITV companies, and also 
last year fought off the spectre 


of privatisation Grade has at- 
tracted criticism as well for 
popularising the channel by 
buying in American imported 
shows such as Friends to push up 
ratings. 

In 1992 he stirred up con- 
troversy by speaking out against 
the new “pseudo-Leninist style 
of the BBC" in the McTaggart 
Lecture, the centrepiece of the 
Edinburgh television festival 

Sir Michael Bishop, chairman 
of Channel 4, said last night: 
“Michael Grade has told me be 
wishes to leave the television in- 
dustry and pursue his other 
business interests. 

“Since 1988. Michael has di- 
rected Channel 4 with skill, 
determination and style. He 
has successfully steered the 
channel through its most test- 
ing period of transition in sell- 
ing its own airtime, sustaining 
and enhancing the channel's 
unique programme remit and 
campaigning relentlessly on be- 
half of the company." 

Mr Grade has agreed terms 
for his departure and has giv- 
en legal undertakings that he 
will not compete with the 
channel in his new job. 

David Scott, the finance di- 
rector was promoted to the 
new post of managing director 
to hold the fort 
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Steve Bfko: Died after being tortured by security police 
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Twenty years late, 
Biko’s killers confess 


Mary Brad 
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Government defeat 

The Government was defeated 
as the Commons voted by 273 
to 272, a majority of one. 
against an amendment tabled by 
ministers to the Education Bid. 

Hanratty evidence 

Supporters of James Hanratty, 
ha nS e d.3i5 years ggp for the A6 


Hot* Office has had evidence that 
proved the 25-year-old was 
innocent since 1994. 
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TWenty years after the death in 
detention of the black con- 
sciousness leader, Steve Biko, 
five former security policemen 
have confessed to being in- 
volved in his murder. 

Biko, arguably the anti- 
apartheid movement’s most fa- 
mous martyr and the hero of Sir 
Richard Attenborough’s 1987 
movie Cry Freedom, died in 
police custody on 12 September 
1977, aged 31. 

In the 1970s Biko’s radical 
black pride message set the 
townships alight and changed 
the course of the liberation 
movement- After the last of his 
many arrests it is widely ac- 
cepted that he was was beaten 
and tortured during interroga- 
tions at security police head- 
quarters in Port Elizabeth, 
before being transported in the 
back of a landnover, naked and 
fatally injured, 700 miles to 
Pretoria, where he finally died. 

It is claimed he was denied 
medical assistance and that a 
police cover-up followed. 

The cruelty and brutality of the 
apartheid regime was encapsu- 
lated in the infamous response 


of Jimmy Kruger, then justice 
minister. “His death leaves me 
cold," he said. 

Despite the best efforts of the 
Biko family’s counsel, led by 
Sidney Kentridge QC and 
George Bizos. President Nelson 
Mandela’s long-time legal ad- 
viser, an inquest in ibe late 
1980s found no one was to 
blame for his death. 

The five former policemen - 
all former officers at Port Eliz- 
abeth - are reported to be fi- 
nalising an amnesty application 
in connection with Biko's death 
to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC), the body 
charged with healing South 
Africa tty exposing its violent 
past and laying the founda- 
tions for a better foture. 

A TRC spokeswoman last 
night confirmed South African 
newspaper reports of the joint 
amnesty application. The break- 
through on the Biko case 
represents one of the TRCs 
greatest coups and strengthens 
its claim to be a belter vehicle 
than the criminal courts for 
dealing with the past 

The application however will 
almost certainly anger Biko’s 
family. Yesterday Biko’s eldest 
■jnq Nkosinaihi, 26, said the fam- 


ily could not comment before it 
had discussed the matter. 

But last year Biko's widow, 
NtiskL backed by the Azanian 
People’s Organisation (Azpo), 
which claims to be the true car- 
rier of the Biko torch, challenged 
the legitimacy of the TRC in the 
Constitutional Court. 

They argued the TRC was an 
instrument of political expedi- 
ency and that its amnesty pow- 
ers robbed victims' families of 
justice. A successful application 
for amnesty, granted to those 
who freely confess to past atroc- 
ities if they can prove political 
motivation, bars any future 
criminal charges or civil claims 
against perpetrators. 

The family lost their chal- 
lenge when the 10 constitutional 
court judges ruled that without 
the offer of amnesty there 
would be a disincentive to tell 
the truth. 

Nation divided, page 9 
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Save pounds on' 
your life assurance , 
premiums! 


There are many Banks, 

Building Societies, and 
Insurance Companies 
offering to arrange for 
you their own 
company's policies. 

At Direct Life & Pension Services we are independent 
Financial Advisers and are able to provide a range of 
policies from many different companies. 

This mean* tW the fflnstratioas w nht*in are amongst 
the most competitive availabl e, every time we quote. . 

Consider the illustrations below, obtained recently for a 
20 year, £100,000 joint life level term assurance for a 
couple both non-smokers, aged 45 next birthday. 


Nationwide Life 

Barclays Life 

Friends Provident 

Abbey National Life 

Black Horse Life 

Scottish Amicable 

Scottish Life 
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86.00 
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108.00 

137.40 

We can arrange this cover for 

53.30 
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So if you are interested in a life assurance , decreasing 
term (mortgage protection) or critical illness illustration 
and would like Independent Financial Advice call us at 
local rates on 
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‘Aladdin’s cave’ police raids 
net eight robbery suspects 


Detectives investigating a multi-million pound string of art 
burglaries were yesterday questioning eight suspects following a 
series of dawn raids across central London. 

The men were arrested following a four-month inquiry into at 
least 40 burglaries at galleries and private homes in Kens ing ton^ 
Netting Hill and Hampstead over the past three years. 

The investigation, code-named Operation Schwellen, started last 
September when a raid on the north London premises of a 
suspected middleman uncovered a £3m “Aladdin’s cave" of rare 
stolen books, paintings, statues and other antiques. That 1,500-item 
haul included five Dutch masters, thought to have been snatched 
from a Bond Street gallery, together worth £500,000. 

A team of 15 officers from Scotland Yard’s Central London 
Crime Squad tracked the gang responsible for the robberies, which 
took place when the target properties were unoccupied and which 
used vans or lorries to cany off objets d'art and furniture. More 
than 50 officers took part in yesterday’s raids, and the suspects are 
being interviewed at Charing Cross police station. Jojo Moyes 


E.coli toll rises to 18 


The death toll in the Scottish food-poisoning outbreak has risen to 
18 after an 86-year-old woman succumbed to the infection. 

Health officials confirmed last night that a woman from the 
Wishaw area, who was admitted to Monklands Hospital Airdrie., 
on 9 December with E . coli 0157 infection, died on Friday. 

The total number of fatalities is now almost equal to the 
worst-known outbreak of the infection, when 19 pensioners died in 
19S5 at an old people's home in Canada. 


Germany fears first v-CJD death 


German doctors are to perform a post-mortem on a 41 -year-old 
woman whom they suspect may have died from the “new variant" 
form of the brain disoider Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD), which 
has been linked to mad-cow disease, or BSE. 

If the case is confirmed, then the woman would be the first 
known victim of v-CJD in Germany. A growing body of evidence 
bas linked the new variant to exposure to BSE-infected products - 
almost certainly food. The test on the woman follows the 
announcement last week of the death of a cow, bom to an animal 
imported from Britain, in the fifth case of BSE reported in 
Germany, which has already ordered the slaughter of more than 
5,000 cattle imported from Britain and Switzerland. Charles Arthur 


Barbie takes her crown at last 



Barbie, the 37-year-old doll, has 
been named toy of the year for the 
first time in her history. 

The British Association of Toy 
Retailers said the Mattel doll which 
also won the Doll of the Year and 
Best Girls’ Toy titles, bad now 
■achieved cult status. Andrea 
Bergstein, a senior product 
manager at Mattel said: “[Barbie 
has] always been top of the trends. 
She has always provided girls with 
what they want" 

The boys’ toy of the year was 
Barbie's long-time rival, Hasbro’s 
Action Man - which was toy of the 
year in 1966. Buzz Lightyear, the 
Christmas sell-out action doll from 
the film Toy Story, was awarded a 
new title, the Pimpernel Award, for 
iygj being highly elusive - like his 
Scarlet namesake. 


Howard challenges Bulger ruling 


The Horae Secretary, Michael Howard, yesterday began a challenge 
in the House of Lords to a Court of Appeal ruling that his derision 
to impose a minim um 15-year sentence on the 10-year-old killers of 
the toddler James Bulger was unlawful. The judgment last July ruled 
that Mr Howard wrongly took into account public petitions calling 
for Robert Thompson and Jon Venables to be lacked up for life. But 
yesterday David Pannick QC told five Law Lords that Mr Howard 
had also read reports about the upbringing of Thompson and appeals 
about the lesser role in the murder of Venables, before reaching his 
decision. Thompson and Venables abducted James, 2, from a 
shopping precinct in Merseyside, and murdered him on an isolated 
railway line in Walton, Liverpool, on 12 February 1993. 


Hockney’s friends help the deaf 


David Hockney, the artist who confesses to being mad about dogs, 
has donated a famous print of his canine best friends Stanley and 
Boodgie to a charity for deafness. 

Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, which trains dogs to alert a deaf 
person by touch and to guide them to a sound, contacted Hockney 
fast year asking for his support, and he gave the charity permission 
to print 1,000 copies of the Dachshund sketch. Hockney himself is 
now almost completely deaf. Recent self-portraits show his face to 
be uncharacteristically glum, and in each an ear has been omitted. 

The prints are being sold for £10; anyone interested in purchasing 
one should contact Heather Shute on 01993-831909 (ereningsj. 



AUNTIES UNITED: Journalists Eve Pollard, 
dare Rayner and Anne Robinson among 
frfeiids and former colleagues at a memorial 
service -to the agony aunt Marjorie Proops. 
The Minor’s plain-speaking columnist died 


in November, aged 85, after a near lifetime 
on the staff. Speakers at the service at St 
Bride's in central London yesterday included 
Gerald Kaufman MP and a former Mirror 
colleague, Mike Molloy. Photograph: PA 
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Eye test cost puts over-60s 
at risk of blindness 
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Media blamed as Ireland’s first 
woman cabinet minister quits 


M alra Geoghegan-Quinn, Ireland's first woman 
cabinet minister since Independence in 1921 . yes- 
terday stunned the Dai I by abandoning her high- 
flying political career, blaming media intrusions into the 
lives of her children. 

The woman many expected would become Ireland's 
first woman Taoiseach was runner-up to Bertie Ahem 
in the battle to lead Ireland's largest party, Fianna Fail, 
after the November resignation in 1994 of Albert 
Reynolds. 

Her decision not to run in this year’s general election 
is a. major blow to the Fianna Fail front bench, which 
retied heavily on her polished stateswoman's delivery 
under pressure. 

In a surprise statement she complained at “the 
increasing tendency to regard as fair game" other mem- 
bers of a politician's family "as if all of them had put them- 
selves up for election 1 ". 

The final straw appears to have been recent tabloid 
reporting of her 17-year-old son's involvement in a school 
fracas. “If his mother had been a homemaker, an architect 
or a businesswoman, this simply would not have been 
happened," she added. 


Among the most articulate members of the Daii, the 
invariably immaculate Mrs Geoghegan-Quinn, 46, is at 
least as fluent in Irish, her first language. A best-selling 
novelist, she is also a broadcaster on the recently-es- 
tablished Irish language TV service, Teilifis ne Gaeilge. 

She was a prominent figure in the Northern Ireland 
peace process in the run-up to the 1 993 Downing Street 
Declaration. 

Her most recent cabinet post was at the justice de- 
partment, where, in a famous confrontation she savaged 
the outgoing attorney-general, Hany Whelehan, a key 
figure in an extradition scandal, moments before he was 
to receive seals of office as head of the High Court from 
the State President, Mary Robinson. 

Daughter of a Fianna Fail politician, John Geoghegan, 
she inherited her Galway West seat in 1975 after a by- 
election caused by his death. 

Her Dail.seat had been held by the smallest of mar- 
gins in recent elections but this is not thought to have 
affected her decision. Her party may yet woo her as a 
candidate for the presidency, if Mrs Robinson decides 
against seeking re-election when her seven-year term 
ends in November. Alan Murdoch 


Why I like the 
trade unions, 
by BA chief 
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Having been exposed as a fre- 
quent luncher with Tony Blair. 
Robert Ayllng, the chief executive 
of British Airways, is now cuddling 
up to the union movement. 

Mr Ay ling has put his name to 
promotional material published by 
the Amalgamated Engineering and 
Electrical Union. His imprimatur 
has been granted to an AEEU 
booklet issued to potential inward 
investors from the Far East and 
Europe, in an attempt to allay their 
fears about British trade unionism. 

The BA chief enthuses: “We 
have worked with the AEEU for 
many years and over that time 
have developed positive relation- 
ships. The AEEU well understands 
the benefits flowing from business 
success and we are looking for- 
ward to working together on the 
difficult challenges now facing 
British Airways Engineering." 

The enginers at at BA, like many 
of the company's employees, are 
facing an uncertain future. Mr 
Ayling is considering hiving off the 
engineering interests into a seper- 
ate company and inviting outside 
investors to take a share. 



Bob Ayling: 'Positive 
relationships' with unions 

BA management is also courting 
the British Airline Pilots’ Associa- 
tion. In- the brave new world of avi- 
ation. flight crew are still 
considered essential to the opera- 
tions of an airline. Mr Ayling, 50, 
who has held his post for just over 
a year, is not quite so close to the 
Transport and General Workers' 
Union, which represents baggage 
handlers, who may be regarded as 
dispensable. Barrie Clement 


Dissident goes 
back to Moscow 


Natan Sharansky returned to 
Moscow as an honoured Israeli 
minister yesterday, 10 years after 
he was freed from a KGB jail and 
turned over to the West in one of 
the most dramatic prisoner swaps 
of the Cold War. 

Sharansky, a Soviet-era dissi- 
dent who served nine years on 
charges of spying for Washington, 
was received with honours by 
Mayor Yuri Luzhkov in the 
grandeur of Moscow town hail 
- a far cry from the squalor of the 
KGB prison where he spent his 
last Moscow days. 

"As a former Muscovite, forced 
to leave Moscow, i return as a 
minister of Israel to a city of free 
people," he said after signing a 
trade agreement 

Sharansky said he would visit 
old friends who had joined him in 
human rights demonstrations in 
the 1970s. Today he is scheduled 
to visit the Lefortovo prison 
where he was held after his arrest 

He was made a minister in Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu's government 
after the success of his Yisrael ba- 
AJiya (Israel of Immigration) party 
in Israel's elections last May. 

Reuters 
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Branson’s profile inflated 

A new survey confirms what every newspaper reader in the country 
already suspected: Richard Branson has been generatmg more 
headlines and column inches than any other British celefanty. 

For the past three months the VfrgOT tycoon has hem ^the 
subject of more press attention than Labour leader Tony Bhun the 
Princess of Wiles and even the Spice Girls, according to the latest 
quarterly report from the newspaper cuttings service Dmrants. 

In recent weeks, the 46-year-old multi-millionaire has raised ms 
media profile to new heights through his abortive round-the-world 
balloon flight- Undaunted by the failure of that enterprise, he 
grabbed the headlines again 
6y jetting off to New York 
with Chris Evans in a bid to 
sign the DJ for Virgin Radio. 

Durrants, which scans 
nearly 200,000 newspaper 
and magazine cuttings a 
year, is forecasting that Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams, 

Referendum Party leader 
and financier Sir James 
Goldsmith and Evita 
composer Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber will feature 
prominently in its next 
quarterly survey. 

Rob Brown 



LAW 


Reform to curb paedophiles 


A new criminal offence to deter paedophiles from seeking or 
accepting work with children was proposed in a Government 
consultation paper yesterday. Ministers seek views on the details of 
the offence, such as the age of the children who should be 
protected, the jobs and activities which should be covered, how the 
offence should be formulated and the effect on employers and 
voluntary organisations. 

The paper proposes that the offence carry a maximum penalty of 
six months' imprisonment or a £5,000 fine. 

Sex Offenders: A Ban on Working with Children, from Betty 
Moxon, Sentencing and Offenders Unit Home Office. Queen Anne's 
Gate, London SW1H 9AT. Patricia Wynn Davies 
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ENVIRONMENT 


Warning on global warming 


Britain’s claim to be a world leader in tackling global wanning 
may torn into hot air unless ministers devise new energy policies, 
Government environmental experts warned yesterday. Coal, oil 
and gas, which produce the greenhouse gases causing climate 
change, need to be taxed to reflect their threat to the environment, 
while non-polluting energy sources such as wind turbines and 
solar ceils need support, said the five-member Panel on 


Sustainable Development, in its annual report. 
The panel called To ~ 


Tor the Government to end subsidies which 
encourage environmental damage and to scrap remaining tax 
incentives for company car use. It also advocates a tax on 
development on green-field sites. 

British Government Panel on Sustainable Development Third 
Report, free from the Department of the Environment. Tel: 0181 691 
9191, quoting ref 96EP229. Nicholas Schoon 


PRISONS 


Chronic overcrowding revealed 


Six of Britain's prisons are now holding more Lhan one and a half 
times the number of prisoners than they were designed to hold, 
according to official figures, which point to a huge imbalance, with 
some jails bursting at the seams while others have plenty of space. 

Shrewsbury prison is revealed as the most overcrowded jail in 
England and Whies. With 315 prisoners instead of 176, it has 79 per 
cent more inmates than its certified normal accommodation level 
(CNA). The prisons worst affected by the rapidly escalating jail 
population - now at a record 60.000 - are old Victorian jails in 
built-up areas, said Richard Till Director General of the Prison 
Service, in a parliamentary written answer. - Ian Burrell 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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i You get a 
nice .38 
revolver ... 
snub-nosed, 
very powerful. 

It can rip 
right through 
people. 
You take 
some nice 
nickel- and 
lead-tipped 
bullets. They 
leave nice 
clean holes } 



Ian Beale, played by Adam Woodyall in the BBC’s EastEnders, ties in a pool of blood after being gunned down 
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paedophiles 


Contract killer for 
hire: price from 
£1,000 upwards 


Caught up in a deadly business 
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rereading rev^eatef 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

In the semi-darkness of an ear- 
ly January morning, the body of 
Brandon Hale was discovered 
a woman walking her dog. 
) 48-year-old gambler was ly- 
ing face up in woods in north 
London. Above his left eye 
was a neat hole made by a 
single bullet. 

Mr Hale’s death, which hap- 
pened two weeks ago, is be- 
lieved to be the latest murder 
carried out by a group of pro- 
fessional criminals prepared 
to kill for cash. 

David Veness, Scotland 
Yard's Assistant Commission- 
er in charge of specialist oper- 
ations. has revealed to The 
Independent that the police be- 
lieve that up to 20 hitmen -pos- 
sibly more - are operating from 
the south east of England. 

The Metropolitan Police’s 
Organised Crime Group are in- 
vestigating the contract killers 
who hire out their services 
from £1,000 to £20,000 per 
murder. 

Part of the reason for the up- 
surge is the greater availabili- 
ty of handguns. Increased 
rivalry between traditional 
crime gangs, particularly over 
drug deals, has also led toarash 
of killings 

A north London crime fam- 
ily, which has a reputation for 


extreme violence, has also been 
linked to the spate of mutders. 

But one of the greatest prob- 
lems the police face in con- 
victing the professional hitmen, 
and in a small number of cas- 
es women, is the secrecy and 
unpredictability surrounding 
the criminals involved. 

Contract killers are usually 
hired because they have no di- 
rect links with their chosen 
victim and are therefore un- 
likely to be traced back to their 
employer. 

An underground network of 
contacts exists in which contract 
killers become known to a 
small group of people. In ad- 
dition professional killers arc 
feared by other criminals and 
potential police informers. 

The stereotypical image of 
deals discussed in the back 
rooms of dingy pubs still bolds 
true for some jobs, but discus- 
sions are more likely to take 
place in greater secrecy and Jd 
more salubrious surroundings. 

Interviews with hitmen are 
rare. However in Tony Thomp- 
son’s book Gangland Britain, a 
roan named “Max’, who claims 
be is a contract killer, said he 
charged about £10,000 for each 
job. “It’s quite a lot, but peo- 
ple will do it for a lot less than 
that nowadays. I mean, you can 
go down the road and get some 
coke-bead teenager to do it for 
five hundred quid, but will he 


do it properly?" When asked 
about what weapons he usedhc 
replied: “You get a nice thirty- 
eight revolver,*snub-nosed, it’s 
very small, very compact, veiy 
powerful. It’ll rip through peo- 
ple. You get some nice nickel- 
and lead-tipped bullets ... they 
leave nice clean holes.” 

An example of a traditional 
hit was the £20,000 contract 
killing of Donald Urquhart 
who was shot dead in a London 
high street. 

’ Mr Urquhart. 55, a million- 
aire businessman, had been 
walking with his girlfriend in 
January 1993 when Graeme 
West ran up to him and fired 
three shots from a pistol into his 
head before escaping on a 
motorcycle. 

West was jailed for life. It lat- 
er emerged that he had climbed 
the ladder of south London's 
underworld from dub bounc- 
er, debt collecting and eventu- 
al promotion to contract killer. 

Police suspect that at least 
three businessmen, who have 
never been brought to court, 
were involved in the ki lli ng. 

Contract killers are some- 
times brought in from outside 
dries to work in areas where 
they are unknown to the police 
and criminals. In one of the 
most extraordinary cases, two 
men hired a Maori hitwoman 
from New Zealand for £7,000 
to murder a London roofing 



Te RangkrariaNgarimu, Britairfe 
first known woman contract kBar, 
was jaied for Bfe in December 
1994 for shooting dead a hospi- 
tal patient four times in the head 
and body for £7000. 

TWo men hired the Maori hit- 
woman to murder a London roof- 
rig contractor with whom they 
had a business feud Te Rangt- 
maria Ngarimu, 27, kled Qraame 
Woodhatoh wttie he was having 
treatment In the Royal Free Hos- 
pital in north London. The two 
man who had hired her were giv- 
an He sentences. 


Donald Urquhart was killed by 
Graeme West for £18000 in De- 
cember 1994 as he walked with 
his gprtfrtend. Pam tampithone 
(with whom he is pictured above), 
on a west London street 
Vfest, a former builder, was 
iated for Bfe after he shot Mr 
Ikqiriart three tines in the head 
before fleeing on a motorbita 
He spent nr months planning 
the hit but was caught after he 
told a friend, who informed ihe po~ 
Oca He is befisved to have been 
hired by a busriess rival of Mr 
Urquhart 




Brandon Hale, aged 48, who 
was known to be a heavy 
gambler, is befieved to be one 
of the latest victims of contract 
kfflers. 

He was found shot dead in a 
wood in Wghg^a north London, 
two weeks ago. 

He had been beaten as wefl 
as being shot above the eya 

Detectives believe that Mr 
Hate, who had ben a prolific 
gambler and often visited casi- 
nos in the West End of London 
may have been IdOed over a row 
involving betting debts. 


Dose for 

dead baby 
‘100 times 
too much’ 


A premature baby died after a 
junior doctor gave her more 
t h an 100 times the required 
dose of morphine, an inquest 
was told yesterday. 

Rotherham Coroners Court 
was told that Louise Wood was 
given a massive overdose after 
developing breathing difficulties 
at Rotherham District Gener- 
al Hospital last year. 

Lynda Wood, 36, of Thiy- 
bergh, Rotherham, South 
Yoiks, gave birth to twins Na- 
talie and Louise m September 
1995. The girls were raken as a 
matter of routine to the neo-na- 
tal intensive-care unit, but 
Louise developed breaibing 
difficulties when she was just 24 
hours old. 

The infant suffered a pneu- 
mo thorax - air escaping from 
the lungs into her chest cavity 
- and doctors decided to apply 
a chest drain. 

The inquest heard that reg- 
istrar Dr Vivian Michael de- 
cided to sedate Louise with 
morphine to relax her muscles 
and allow the process lobe car- 
ried out. 

A baby should be given 10 mi- 
crograms of morphine per kilo- 
gram body weight - Louise, 
weighing 1.6kg, should have 
been injected with 16 micro- 
grams. 

The inquest heard that Senior 
House Officer Dr Hilary Evans 
told Dr Michael the correct 
dosage but then miscalculated 
and drew up 100 times the 
dose into two phials. 

Paediatrician Dr John Pun- 
lis, who was called in by the 
coroner to review the medical 
case notes, said: “Dr Evans 
was a very new, very junior doc- 
tor, who had moved into the 
neo-natal ward, where drug 
doses would be completely un- 
familiar and where the envi- 
ronment would be stressful. 

“One would expect her to be 
familiar with the kind of dose 
that would be given to an 


adulL” Coroner Stanley Hoop- 
er, who described Dr Evans's 
actions as “ damn silly or reck- 
less", said her case notes had 
contained ‘'seriously wrong" 
errors. 

He continued: “The notes 
are satisfactory, at least until 
the child was given a dose of 
morphine, which 1 will be 
hearing was 100 times what Mas 
appropriate." 

Medical staff tried to coun- 
teract the morphine overdose 
with Naloxone, but attempts to 
resuscitate were unsuccessful. 

Pathologist Professor 
Michael Green found the 
cause of death to be poisoning 
by morphine. 

Toxicolctgist Dr Robert For- 
rest who tested a blood sample, 
found: “The concentrations of 
morphine in the blood sample 
are extremely high and are en- 
tirely compatible with a poten- 
tially fatal overdose." 

Pathologist Prof Michael 
Green told the hearing: “1 re- 
gard this as an unnatural 
death." 

No case histories exist on the 
effects of morphine overdoses 
on babies and Prof Green said 
he could not be certain “beyond 
reasonable doubt" that Louise 
had not died as a result of her 
weak lungs. 

But he added: “The most 
likely cause of death in poi- 
soning by morphine. It is a 
high probability." Criminal 
courts require beyond reason- 
able doubt to be established as 
a cause of death; an inquest 
needs it only to be probability 
on the balance of evidence. 

Prof Greea said the only 
comparison to be drawn was 
with heroin abusers who “die on 
the needle’’ two to seven min- 
utes after overdosing. 

The. overdose causes the 
heart and lungs to fail in adults 
and this would have happened 
in the case of Louise. The in- 
quest continues. 


contractor with whom they had 
a business feud. Te Rangimaria 
Ngarimu. 27, was jailed for life 
in December 1994 for shooting 
her victim four rimes in the 
head and body. 

Sex as well as money can be 
a factor behind hiring a killer. 
In July last year the wife of a 
private detective was sentenced 
to life imprisonment for hiring 
a hitman to beat her husband 
to death at their home in 
V&lroJey, Sutton Coldfield. 

Ethel Trigwell, 43, was said 
to have taken out a contract on 
her husband, Barry, 44, with 
contacts in the Johannesburg 
underworld. 

Mrs Trigwell was having an 
affair in South Africa and knew 
her husband was worth more 
dead to her than alive. 


And now for the eleventh 
commandment: Mea culpa 



Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

Fundamentalist believers in The 
Independent, who hold that 
every word of the newspaper’s 
text is literally true, were 
shocked yesterday by the dis- 
covery that the newspaper had 
printed the 10 commandments 
wrong. 

Faxes and emails arrived 
pointing out that the list of com- 
mandments printedwith an ar- 
ticle an page two had missed our 
the fourth: “Remember the 
Sabbath Day, and keep it holy." 
It had also broken the tenth 
Commandment into two. Most 

of the comments came from An- 


glican priests and were sur- 
prisingly good-natured consid- 
ering tnat the faulty list of 
commandments had appeared 
in a story about ihe supposed 
ignorance of Anglican clergy. A 
telephone poll had found that 
many of them could not recite 
all ten commandments off the 
top of their heads. 

Part of the problem derives 
from the faetthat there are a lot 
more than ten specific com- 
mandments in the list of pro- 
hibitions' and exhortations 
which God gave to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, and there are 
two traditional ways of organ- 
ising them. The Roman 
Catholic Church runs the first 


two together, so that the pro- 
hibition against tire worship of 
graven images becomes part of 
the first commandment (“You 
shall have no other gods before 
me.”). 

Most Protestant churches,, 
on the other hand, leave those 
two commandments separate, 
and run together the dosing 
prohibitions against coveting 
various forms of your neigh- 
bour’s property: his ox, his 
slaves, and his wife. This has the 
advantage of making it clear 
how important it is not to wor- 
ship graven images. The 
Catholic arrangement, on the 
other hand, allows them to 
stress the fact that coveting 


your neighbour’s wife is not 
quite the same sin as coveting 
his ass. 

Both schemes, however, pre- 
serve a separate command- 
ment, the sixth, against adultery; 
and both print the fourth: “Re- 
member the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy.", as does theJew- 
ish arrangmenr, from which all 
other derive. 

The commandment disap- 
peared from the Independent's 
list yesterday because of a less- 
than authoritative reference 
book. However, in view of the 
obvious difficulties of squeezing 
ah these prohibitions down into 
ten, it is clearly time to expand 
them a little; and we propose an 


Heath sails into ‘Britannia’ row 



CoBn Brown 

Chief fhtifcal Correspondent 

Sir Edward Heath fired a 
broadside yesterday at the Gov- 
eynment’s handling' of the de- 
cision to build a £60m 
replacement for the Royal 
Yacht Britannia, accusing mil*- 
istexs of “dragging the Queen” 
into foe election campaign. 

Ministers were kept on the 
defensive ty ^ outburst as se- 
rior backbench Tbiy MPs pri- 
vately joined the former prune 
““lister in criticising the Gov- 
ernment, although there was no 


suggestion of back-tracking 
over the decision. Sir Edward, 
a former international yachts- 
man, accused ministers of act- 
ing in a manner which was “not 
honourable” for fading to reach 
a consensus with Labour before 
announcing the decision to pro- 
vide £60m in taxpayers’ money 
for the yacht. 

The attempt to wrong-foot 
Labour by announcing the de- 
cision bad produced a “mess” 
and it should have been left un- 
til after the election. “The Con- 
servative Party above all must 
be an honourable party and I do 


Dot believe the actions which 
have been taken are honourable 
ones,” be said on BBC radio. 

“As it is, it has exposed us in 
the election campaign of being 
up to trickery in what we are do- 
ing about the royal yacht. We 
are open to the accusation that 
we are constantly emphasising, 
that not a penny more than the 
budget must be spent, and ac- 
cusing the Labour Party and our 
opponents of being reckless 
with their money." 

Sir Edward said it would be 
a mistake for the Tbries to in- 
clude a pledge to fund Britan- 


nia in. the election manifesto. 

Lord St John of Fawsley said 
it was “absolutely right" that Bri- 
tannia’s cost should be met 
from public funds. But be had 
great sympathy with the Queen 
over her reported dismay at be- 
ing drawn into the political 
campaigning. 

Labour's deputy leader, John 
Prescott, reaffirmed there 
would be no public money avail- 
able for Britannia - in the first 
two years of any Labour gov- 
ernment. 

David Aaronovitdi, page 6 

Donald Marin tyre, page 15 
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Home Office accused on Hanratty evidence 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


Supporters of James Hanratty, 
hanged 35 years ago for the A6 
murder, insisted yesterday that 
the Home Office has had evi- 
dence since 1994 that proved 
the 25-year-old was Innocent. 

As The Independent rifedosed 
yesterday official inquiries are 
understood to have concluded 
that Hanratty was wrongly 


hanged for murder. Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
is poised to refer the case to the 
Court of Appeal. 

The Home Office yesterday 
confirmed that an announce- 
ment was due within the next 
eight weeks. But campaigners 
believe the case has been 
dragged out far too long. 

Hanratty, a petty criminal, 
was hanged at Bedford jail in 
April 1962 after being convict- 


ed of shooting a government sci- 
entist, Michael Gregsteo. at 
Deadman's Hill, on the A6 in 
Bedfordshire in 1961. 

He was also found guilty of 
raping Gregsten’s girlfriend, 
Valene Storie, and shooting 
her, leaving her paralysed 

A 400-page submission ar- 
guing for the case to be referred 
to the Court of Appeal was sub- 
mitted to the Home Office in 
1994. Bob Woffinden, who was 


responsible for a number of 
television documentaries into 
the Hanratty case and who is 
writing a book on it, said: "‘We 
would all wish that these things 
were dealt with much more 
speedily.” Mr Woffinden added 
that the evidence against the 
conviction was “overwhelm- 
ing". It included details of ali- 
bis placing Hanratty hundreds 
of miles from the murder scene. - 
Geoffrey Bindman, the so- 


licitor working for the Hanrat- 
ty family, said: “I have no doubt 
at all that James Hanratty 
would not be convicted if he 
faced a trial today." 

However he warned: “I am 
not confident that the Home Of- 
fice or minis ters will automat- 
ically reach the right decision." 

Scotland Yard completed an 
lb-month inquiry into the case 
last year, which is understood 
to have concluded Hanratty 


was fnnnrwiL The Home CtffK? • 


is understood to support this. 
Hanrsttv wrote to his family 


Hanratty wrote to his family 
on the eve of his execution m- 


adring them to clear his name. 
Since then his family has led a 
camp aign to clear him- His late 
father, James, lobbied MPs. 
and now Hanra tty's mother 
Mary and three brothers are 
hoping their years of fighthi^ 
clear his name have paid off. 


Another former criminal, 
Peter AIpbon, has been accused 

of the murder. Mr AlphOT has 
denied he was the killer, despite 
earlier reported confessions. 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman said yesterday: “We are 

considering the case but we 
don’t have a date ... do, 
however, hope it will be soon. 
We would like to see this case, 
and others that are being con- 
sidered, to be concluded before 


the new Criminal Case Renew 
Commission comes mio force. 

The independent conuoBc'^* 

sion, which will take over the* 

role of deciding which c^esof • - 

alleged miscarriage of justice 

should go to appeals due to 

take over on 31 March • 
Other cases being ^Viewed 
include that of Derek Bentley, 
who was hanged on Jsauianr 28- 
1953, fortbe murder of hp™ce ' 
officer. 


The news 
from Swampy 
and Animal: 
We shal l not 
be moved 



Louise Jury 


Rags of blankets bang like flags 
at half mast from the trees which 
were once protesters' homes. 

As workmen hacked the 
branches from the giant oak 
whose misfortune it is to stand 
on the route of the planned A30 
dual carriageway in Devon, un- 
der its roots the last five demon- 
strators on the site scattered 
deep into the tunnels. 

The conflict at Fairmile, the 
last of the three protest camps 
along the road-improvement 
scheme, had reached a stale- 
mate yesterday. 

At the weekend, the Fairmile 
Five issued their demands 
which included a plea for a new 
inquiry into the project Under- 
sheriff Trevor Coleman reject- 
ed the demands, saying mat they 
were totally unrealistic. Yes- 
terday everyone seemed re- 
signed to sitting it out. 

Simon Barnett, the deputy 
under-sheriff for the eviction, 
said that it could be days, even 
weeks, before the site was dear. 
But he added: “it would be in 
everybody's interests if they 
came out now. Their lives are 
in extreme danger". 

It is a danger shared by the 


eviction tunnellers. The eight- 
man specialist team is advanc- 
ing foot-by-foot in pursuit of 
Swampy, Welsh John. Ian, Dave 
and the only woman. AnimaL 
The work is slow. 

“The earth is like sand, it’s 
very fragile," Mr Barnett said. 
“The shoring up done by the 
protesters is very poor. They 
have used rotten timbers ... It’s 
a very bad job indeed.” 

The tunnellers have pro- 
gressed about 20ft. Yesterday 
they broke through a second 
steel-reinforced wooden door 
and then a third, which had 
blocked the way to where sev- 
eral tunnels branch off the 
main shaft But now the five pro- 
testers have split up inside, 
leaving the workmen to ponder 
the extent of the labyrinth dug 
in the last two years. 

Outside the barbed wire and 
fencing which guards the tun- 
nel entrance, two dozen more 
supporters- play the mandolin, 
the penny whistle and the 
didgeridoo with occasional 
bursts of drumming, like a de- 
fiant warning to the 120 secu- 
rity guards and 50 police that the 
fight is not over yet. 

A local man had volunteered 
as official observer for the en- 





Holding out: Swampy, foreground, and one of his fellow protestors against the A30 road scheme in the tunnel network at Fairmile, Devon 


vironmental campaign group 
Friends of the Earth, although 
he was not a member, and was 
photographing workmen as 
they sawed up a treetop plat- 
form and dropped pieces to the 


ground. There are fears that a 
badger sett has been disturbed 


by the process. But he said: 
■‘They're much more careful 
when" you have the camera on 
them." 




Villagers treat the scene like 
part of a good day out. They 
come walking their dogs, bring- 
ing their children and grand- 
children. Their feelings are 
mixed. Bridget Wifisman, of 
nearby Cadhay. in her fifties, 
said: “I think the protesters are 
brilliant It's such a shame to see 
the trees coming down and 
people should make a stand for 
what they believe in. But we do 
need the road very much. The 
old one's so dangerous. There's 
an accident every' weekend. If 


we don't see it we can hear the 
ambulances." 

Penny, a nurse from Exeter, 
came bearing food. “It’s my way 
of giving support" she said. *Tm 
too old to be doing what these 
youngsters are doing but there 
are probably a lot of local peo- 
ple who have concerns about 
what is going on here. I feel that 
the traditional or conventional 
approach has failed." 

Protester Tabs, 20. was grate- 
ful for the supplies but says even 
without the external sustenance 


they would still be there. 
“Where there's a will there’s a 
way," she said. 

The demonstrators sense that 
their campaign is now in its dy- 
ing days, that it is a question of 
when, not whether, the final pro- 
testers will be brought from 
their cramped underground 
home for almost inevitable ar- 
rest Then there will be nothing 
left to stop the contractors 
moving the big machinery in to 
transform the rich red Devon 
sofl into the new road. 
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A six-year-old battle between 
the Ford motor company 3nd 
union leaders over alleged 
racism in recruitment ended 
in a f 100.000 out-of-court 
settlement yesterday. 

.As part of the deal, seven 
black and Asian workers who 
were dirtied jobs as Ford lorry 
drivers shared f 70.000 in com- 
pensation. according to 
company sources. 

The agreement. sLruckon the 
day that industrial tribunal cas- 
es were about to start, also in- 
volves new selection procedures 
for the £30,000 ;« year jobs - the 
highest paid among manual 
workers at the company. 

While some 45 per cent of 
workers at Ford's Dagenham 
plant are black or Asian, less 
than two per cent of the 300 em- 
ployees of the truck fleet, also 


based at the Essex complex, 
come from the ethnic 
minorities. 

In answer to allegations 
about the recruitment system, 
the company has agreed that 
outside independent special- 
ists will help in the assessment 
and training procedures. The 
company has also agreed that 
it's '‘ethnic monitoring" system 
will be extended to die truck 
fleet. 

Bob Purkiss. equality officer 
at the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, which backed 
the seven who brought the case, 
said he was “very happy" with 
the deaL “We have reached a 
full agreement with the com- 
pany and it is now incumbent on 
everyone to implement it," he 
said- 

He argued that Ford was 
not among the worst trans- 
gressors when it came to dis- 
crimination. “Look at the 


banks, look at the City, where 
are the black people there?" he 
asked. 

A spokeswoman for Ford 
conceded that it would be many 
years before the ethnic mix of 
lorry drivers would reflect the 
composition of the main facto- 
ries at Dagenham because there 
was a very low labour turnover. 

Ford had been accused of ac- 
quiescing in a system of re- 
cruitment which effectively 
handed jobs down from father 
to son, thus excluding ethnic 
minorities. The truck drivers 
are generally regarded as the 
most industrially powerful 
group of workers in Ford. Be- 
cause they deliver Ford parts 
from plant Lo plant throughout 
Europe, they can bring the 
whole operation to a halt with- 
in days. 

That power has increased in 
recent years as the “just-in- 
time” principle of production 
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Cellmate ‘was told 
of family killing’ 
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Husband and Wife 
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A father chose the eldest of his 
two sons to murder his wife be- 
cause he was the biggest, a 
court was told yesterday. 

David Howells told ’a cell- 
mate he had promised to buy his 
teenage sons. Glenn and John, 
jei skis and take them on a 
cruise after they killed their 
mother. Eve. according to con- 
victed burglar Banv Johnson. 
Johnson lold Leeds Crown 
Court that Mr Howells. 4*S. dis- 
cussed Mrs Howells' murder af- 
ter drinking alcohol in their cell 
when they were on remand. 

The teacher was bludgeoned 
lo death at her home in Hud- 
dersfield, West Yorkshire, in Au- 
gust. WQ5. Mr Howells. John. 
15. and Glenn. 17. deny her 
murder. 


David Howells was playing 
darts two miles away when his 


wife was killed and Mr Johnson 
told the court yesterday: “I 
said if you weren’t there, who 
did it?' David said Veil, who 
else was there? Think 3bout it.’ 
I just kept pestering him to tell 
me. He said that it was his two 
children. He said he decided to 
get Glenn to do it because he 
was the biggest 

"He said he wasn't bothered 
how it was done - just to make 
it look as though it was a bur- 
glary." 

The three defendants al- 
legedly murdered Mrs Howells, 
4R, because she controlled their 
lives and they stood to inherit 
her substantial estate. The court 
had earlier been told that Mr 
Howells had found out about his 
wife s 1 2-year affair with his best 
friend. 

The case continues. 


Be had to mo iv, you see, 
lo be near the husband’s work. 
Literally, the husband’s work 
has taken him all over the place. 


/ am happy though enough. 
I can sit at the window 
and see blackbirds, clouds. 


The husband’s work you see. 
we have to move with it. 

This timet we moved into the kitchen, 
last time it was into the shed. 


He calls his thoughts 
A letter from head office'. 

The husband bends over his work 
making it scream. 


poem pomes from Ian McMillan’s collection Dad, The Dtm- 
kevs On Foe (Carcanet). The former stand-up comedian and 
tennis-ball packer will be reading in the Voice Box at the Rnv 
al Festival Hall tonight at 730pm. 1 “ *** 
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But the resolute handful re- 
maining will refuse to budge un- 
til that day. “We’re here." said 
Tabs. “We can’t think: about any- 
thing else at the moment" 

■ Radical environmental pro- 
testers are hoping the site of 
Manchester airport's proposed 
second runway will become die 
venue for the next major direct 
action against construction pro- 
jects which harm the environ- 
ment. About a dozen have 
already taken to the trees on land 
to be covered by the runway. 


has reduced the number of 
components kept at each indi- 
vidual site. 

The truck drivers have been 
highly critical of the TGWU, 
their own union, and have vot- 
ed to join the rival United 
Road Transport Union. 

Mr Purkiss was at pains how- 
ever to point out that the tri- 
bunal cases were taken against 
the company not the track 
driveis. 

■ Jack Nasser, chairman of 
Ford of Europe, has agreed to 
meet Ian McCartney, Labour's 
chief employment spokesman 
and other MPs to discuss the 
plan to shed 1,300 jobs from 
Ford's Halewood plant. 

Mr Nasser confirmed that he 
had met Ian Lang president of 
the Board of Ttade, to ask 
whether grants would be avail- 
able to pave the way for fresh 
vehicle production at the 
Merseyside plant. 
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The ghost behind 
the Gainsborough 

X-rays reveal hidden masterpiece 
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Gainsborough’s Couple In a Landscape before the X-ray investigation 


Whitemoor: 
QC promises 
more proof 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

An art expert, disturbed by an 
untidy skin in a painting by 
Thomas Gainsborough, 
embarked on a piece of 
sleuthing which has resulted in 
a major discovery. 

Susan Foist er. a senior cura- 
tor at the National Gallery in 
London, used the latest X-ray 
technology to “strip down” the 
picture by the lSih-ccntury 
British artist. The X-ray re- 
vealed a completely different 
painting underneath. 

Ms Foislcr is organising the 
exhibition “Young Gainsbor- 
ough" which opens ul the 
National Gallery tomorrow . 

She said yesterday (hat she 
had become worried aboul one 
picture loaned for the exhibi- 
tion. Couple in a Landscape, 


which she had viewed often at 
the Dulwich Picture Gallery in 
south-east London. 

“I was suspicious of the Dul- 
wich picture,*’ she said yester- 
day. “The skirt of the woman 
didn’t look like Gainsborough's 
dresses. Normally in his paint- 
ings you sec the folds beautifully 
portrayed and the light failing 
on the satiny- looking skirts. In 
dlls one the folds aren't neat. 
There’s a lack of logicality in the 
way the highlights are shown. 

“I thought it would be inter- 
esting to check it out, so f had 
the painting brought in early 
and X-rayed il The X-ray that 
came out was quite extraordi- 
nary. For a start. Gainsbor- 
ough had worked on it the 
other way up, -and when we 
fumed it round, we saw there 
was a painting of the head and 
shoulders of a woman in a hat 


and dress. “W? could see that 
the lips of this woman were 
partly shading the dress in the 
laier’picture." 

Ms Foister says that the 
earlier picture is “without doubt 
a Gainsborough ”, though she 
does not know who the subject 
is. She says that it is possible that 
Gainsborough was commis- 
sioned to do the earlier painting 
and the commission was then 
cancelled. In the interests of 
economy, Gainsborough might 
have used the same canvas for 
the Interwork. 

“Ifs an impressive portrait of 
a strong-jawed woman in a 
beautiful dress." says Ms Fois- 
lcr. “And it's another painting 
by Gainsborough from a very 
interesting period in his career, 
the early period It's something 
art historians will be rather 
excited about-" 










The earlier picture revealed underneath of an unknown woman 


James Cusick 

Michael Mansfield QC, the de- 
fence banister who last week al- 
leged involvement of guard* at 
Whitemoor prison in the escape 
of five IRA prisoners and an 
armed robber, yesterday said he 
would be handing “new evi- 
dence” on the case to Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary. 

Pointing to involvement of 
“forces” who wanted to ensure 
the IRA ceasefire of 1 994 would 
not work, Mr Mansfield was re- 
plying to critics who urged him 
to deliver any new information. 
These include Mr Howard and 
Sir John Woodcock, who con- 
ducted an inquiry into the 
Whifemoor break-out. . 

After the collapse of the sec- 
ond trial of the prisoners last 
week, the Conservative MP Ian 
Bruce increased pressure on Mr 
Howard to order a new review 
when he demanded a police in- 
vestigation into suggestions of 
a link between the break-out 
and a missing prison guard. 

Mr Bruce demanded that 
the Home Office look into the 
disappearance of Peter Curran, 
an officer at the Cam- 
bridgeshire jail. “Mr Curran’s 
disappearance .. . could be con- 
nected with the break-out. 
There were things going on he 
may have been privy to.” 

Last night police said they 
were independently reviewing 
their file on Mr Curran and that 
there had never been evidence 
to suggest be had been killed or 
committed suicide. Two days be- 
fore he was last seen in March 
1 995 he was suspended; he had 
allegedly been supplying toi- 
letries to prisoners. Yesterday 
his wife, Christine, who con- 
tacted Mr Bruce, told the BBC: 
“I refuse to believe the Prison 
Service ... have not considered 
the far- reaching implications 
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of corruption being uncovered 
which may in turn lead to the 
discovery of something very se- 
rious having happened to him.” 

The death of another officer, 
Marcia Whitehurst, also raised 
concern. She died last week 
when her car left the road near 
Wisbech. She had been going to 
the trial in Greenwich. Police 
confirmed they were treating it 
as "a routine fatal accident”. 

Last week, after the second 
collapse of the escape trial, 
again following prejudicial pub- 
licity, Mr Mansfield said key 
questions remained unan- 
swered Evidence from cameras 
around Whitemoor's perimeter 
had never been found. The 
missing lime pointed to collu- 
sion of officers. He said the pris- 
oners did not have time to cut 
the fencing without alarms be- 
ing set off; the wire must have 
been cul for them. 

Paul Magee, 48. Gilbert Mc- 
Namee, 36, Liam O'Duibhir. 34, 
Peter Sherry, 31, and Liam Mc- 
Cotter, 33, and the aimed rob- 
ber Andrew Russell, 34, were 
charged with breaking out and 
possessing a firearm with intent 
to endanger life and with intent 
to break prison. They escaped 
in September 1994 and were re- 
captured within two hours. 

Last night Mr Mansfield said 
he would be supplying Mr 
Howard with new evidence. 
“It’s a simple deduction from a 
sequence of events." Citing 
confidentiality, he declined to 
reveal whether the prisoners 
had made claims about others 
being involved. Mr Mansfield 
said the break-out happened 
less than a fortnight after the 
IRA called its now defunct 
ceasefire on August 31, 1994. i 
“There are forces that don’t 
want the ceasefire to work, be- 
hind the scenes. This may have 
been a way to scupper it" 
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F ive days on, and there's still only one 
game in town. For once the focus 
groups, consulted by the party HQs on 
all policies, seem to disagree about 
something. The Tories’ groups of key 
voters are aching for a new royal yacht 
Labour's (doubtless watched by Peter 
Mandelson through a one-way minor), 
seem to be saying that such extra- 
vagance, at a time of dying patients and 
illiterate children, is unjustifiable. 

Twickenham Tory Toby Jessel told the 
House that “£60m divided amongst a 
population of 50 million comes to £1 per 
head and - over five years - to 20 pee". 
It was “unbelievably small-minded" of 
Labour to oppose it I began thinking 
about all the things that I would rather do 
with £ 1 , and reached 100 in five minutes. 
But my mind is unbelievably small 


Labour and the Lib Dems, 
meanwhile, wept copious crocodile tears 
over the fact that the Royal Family had 
become ■‘embroiled in controversy’' by a 
vote-hungry government. One. Paul 
Flynn - his voice quivering in sympathy 
for our wronged royals - quoted the 
dusty Bible of Commons procedure 
{Erskitie May) in support. AH this from 
an MP who’d quite like to see our royals 
embroiled in oil 

<pne "embroiler", the Lib Dems’ Alan 
Beith, suggested commercial 
involvement in funding the successor to 
Britannia. Minister Roger Freeman was 
robust in rejecting any such vulgarity. 
“Business sponsorship of the royal yacht 
is not appropriate," he said primly. But 
why not? If Richard Branson were to 
plough a bit of much-needed dosh onto 
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‘Queen Yacht’ looms over 
Westminster horizon 


the monarchy, we could once more be 
ruled by the Virgin Queen. 

The £60m thus saved could be better 
spent, according to the Opposition - 
practically anywhere. George Foulkes, 
Labours aid spokes thing, stymied by 
the Brownian Blanket (thrown over all 


spending commitments) suggested - 
from a sedentary position, as they say 
down here - that it might help meet 
Labour’s pledge ou beginning to restore 
the aid budget. I have a suspicion that 
Mr Foulkes thought no one was 
listening. Meanwhile Dafydd Wigley 


(Plaid Cyipru) wanted it spent on a new 
hospital tor Fortmadog. In Whies. 

John Prescott, goading He^a over 
the lack of consultation, called the 
offending vessel the “Queen Yacht . 
This makes sense - if her Mum is the 
Queen Mum (rather than the Queen s 

Mum), we should have the Queen ^ 

Yacht. As ever, it isn’t Prescott who s 
wrongi but the daft convention that he 
so cleverly satirises. 

But even he couldn t deal with the 
claim that a royal yacht is good tor 
diplomacy - or, (as Mr Freeman called 
it), a “statement about our nation .ft 
true, may I suggest three MBs to sad on 
board? Number one is John Marshall, 
who asked whether the minister would 
“remind our colleagues in Europe that 
this country has had much greater 


■ nation than they have?”- 

*SSSwfe- , 
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seeks to involve himself in 0»J snnsn 
election The man is a credit to us. 

Then there's Cleethorpes Conse _ . . 
vative, Michael Brown, who . 

asserted that a “large number of wars . 
are unable to remember more jhan two 
or three of the Ten Commandments - 
Michael himself can recall most of 
them, beginning with not coveting your 
neighbour's ass* So how about not 
bearing false witness? 


Cabinet meets to 
lay down building 
blocks far Tory 
manifesto. 




Tony Blair at party’s 
local government 
conference will 
make important 
pre-election 
speech 


Conservatives'' kxat . 
.government-'--;-' 

; (SSfrference 
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Tory loyalists in 
> Reigate try once 
v more fa unseat 
, Euro-sceptic MP Sir 
: George Gardiner. 


Launch of Labour’s 
small business 
manifesto, the first 
of a string of 
business initiatives 
aimed at wooing 
industry 


Last day to issue 
writ for a March 20 
election 


Scottish- labour.: 
conference 


New financial 
year triggers 
Ken Clarke's 
Ip cut in 
standard , 
rate of i 
income tax to ' 
23p in pound. 


Liberal 'Democrats 
Spring conference 


John Major's 
keynote speech In 
Brussels likely to 
last pre-campaign 
detailed statement 
of Governments 
position on EU and i 
single currency 


John Major 
addresses Welsh 
Tory conference 
brought forward-'T 7 ' 
! ffrom July to^Y - "'; 
use as 

pre-election '«_i 
i rally 


< Labour's Welsh 
conference where 
i plans far deyolptfan 
; will come under •• 
! scrutiny . . - i - 


Tories second 
largest annual 
gathering - Central 
Council in Bath. 
Before 1992 election 
this meeting was 
used as a 
springboard far 
campaign. , 


Last day on which 
the writ far South 
Wirral by-election 
can be moved. 


New electoral 
register comes in.lt 
Is in the interests of 
all parties to hold 
election after this 
date to maximise 
voter turnout 


j Likely date far Wirral ; 
South by-election. 
Tories defend 8,183 
vote majority. 


Easter Sunday. 

Bank holidays and 
school/college 
holidays around this 
date make an 10 
April election unlikely 
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Last possible day 
on which John 
Major could call a 
1 May election. He 
is on record as 
stating he will not 
call an election later 
than 1 May. 


MAY 1 

• Eledfiorf.day? The 
.Prime Minister's w .j 
preferencerpy 




EVENS 

5-4 

3-1. 

50-1 
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Get a life! 


Top judge in savage Lords 
assault on Crime Bill 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Britain’s most senior judges 
launched a fresh attack last 
night on the Government’s con- 
troversial plans for mandatory 
tougher sentences for persistent 
and violent criminals. 

Lord Bingham, the Lord 
Chief Justice, and Lord Woolf, 
the Master of the Rolls, led a 
barrage of criticism during the 
House of Lords' Second Read- 
ing of the Crime (Sentences! 
Bill 

More than 30 peers spoke 
during yesterday evening's de- 
bate, a majority hostile to the 
proposals which bave already 
cleared the Commons. The Bill 
represented an “indiscriminate, 
scatter-gun" approach which 
was “radically unsound" and 
which would lead to injustice. 
Lord Bingham declared. 

The Bill obliges judges Lo pass 
minimum jail terms on third- 
time burglars and drug dealers, 
indeterminate life sentences 
on second-time violent or sex- 
ual offenders unless there are 
“exceptional" circumstances, 
and abolishes current arrange- 
ments for parole and post- 
release supervision. 

Opening the debate, the 
Home Office minister Baroness 
Blatch said that the proposals 
would provide “protection and 
reassurance for the public". 

But in his first contribution 
in the Lords' chamber since bis 
appointment as Lord Chief Jus- 




i«tf| 


Fw Uttir MtoMlHoa |*m» uLj ta HJJTTSQ, FREEPOST CVUJS7 SIHA1HSKD M JVM CY37 9BH 


I Fujfrsu 

~ PCs • NOTEBOOKS • SERVERS 



Lord Bingham: Made his debut in the House as Lord Chief Justice with a comprehensive 
critique of the 'overwhelming disadvantages’ of the Government's sentencing plans 


lice. Lord Bingham said in a 
bruising critique of the Bill 
that each of its three key planks 
had to be tested against four 
questions: “Will it be just? Will 
it serve to reduce levels of 
crime or increase the protection 


of society? Will it be cost-ef- 
fective? Will it work in practice? 
I feel bound to tell your Lord- 
ships that in my judgement 
these measures conspicuously 
fail to pass all four of those 
tests." 


Dismissing as a “subversive 
lie” any suggestion that judges 
were indifferent to the evils of 
crime and condemning a list of 
“vices" in the Bill, Lord Bing- 
ham said that the existing.pa- 
role and remission scheme, put 


in place in 1991, was “clear and 
intelligible ... it enables of- 
fenders to be reintroduced into 
the community con d i t i ona lly”. 

The Government’s plans - 
based on a slogan,“honesty 
in sentencing" - involved 
“overwhelming disadvantages", 
including the fact that post- 
release supervision would be 
shorter than at present- The 
proposals for prisoners to earn 
remission would prove “inca- 
pable” of fair operation, Lord 
Bingham said 

Attacking the proposals for 
obligatory sentences, the Lord 
Chief Justice warned that the 
imposition of the automatic 
life sentence would give rise to 
indefensible anomalies, while 
experience in the United States 
had shown that where the im- 
position of an automatic penal- 
ty offends the conscience of an 
ordinary person, prosecutors 
charged on less serious offences 
than were warranted 

“If. as the century and the 
mille nnium slide to a close, 
our penal t hinkin g is to be 
judged by the thinking which an- 
imates this Bill, then my Lords, 
I for one wifi shrink from the 
verdict of history," Lord Bing- 
ham declared. 

Lord McIntosh of Haringey, 
Labour’s home affairs 
spokesman in the Lords, said 
that Labour did not oppose the 
Bill “root and branch", al- 
though H had a.humber of con- 
cerns -and, would be seeking 
changes to parts of ft. 


Labour HQ to 
write shortlists 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

The Labour leadership is plan- 
ning to impose shortlists on up 
to five constituencies which 
have not yet chosen their can- 
didates for the general election. 

The move is bound to in- 
crease speculation - denied by 
national officials - that Labour 
will try to place the Tory de- 
fector Alan Howarth in one of 
its few remaining safe seats. 

There are also rumours that 
a sitting MP may announce his 
or her retirement shortly before 
the election, allowing the lead- 
ership to choose its own 
candidate. 

The decision, to be con- 
firmed by the party's National 
Executive Committee tomor- 
row, would remove local con- 
stituency parties from the 
selection process. 

The safe seats where the 
leadership is likely to be in- 
volved in the shortlisting include 
Don Valley, whose MP Man in 
Redmond died last week. Mem- 


bers in the east London seat of 
Bethnal Green and Bow, where 
the MP Peter Shore is retiring, 
were told two weeks ago that 
their shortlist was to be drawn 
up by the national executive. 
Tory strongholds South Ribble 
in Lancashire and Hazel Grove 
in Greater Manchester will also 
be included. 

Two constituencies where 
the local party has been sus- 
pended because of allegations 
of membership rigging will also 
have their selection processes 
truncated. In Bradford West, 
the NEC will interview the lo- 
cal party's nominees while in 
Birmingham, all the 13 people 
nominated by wards and other 
organisations in Sparkbrook 
and Small Heath will compete 
in a ballot. 

A spokesman for Labour's 
North West region said it would 
be in a good position to advise 
the party about the applicants. 

“We have a 24-hour a day. 
seven day a week dialogue with 
these constituencies ... We have 
the inside information." he said. 


Small ad. 

Even smaller 
mortgage rate. 

• It's easy to transfer. 


Our mortgage rate is 6.3 1 % 
(6.5% APR variable). 


DIRECT LINE: 


• Call us now for more details. ^ 

0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 0141 221 9099 


LONDON I MANCHESTER I GLASGOW II 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday bo Friday and 
9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. (ND86 
A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


Subject to status. Life assurance to cover the loan and security required. 
Rates correct at 9/1/97. Subject to variation. WHtten quotations on 
request. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 
REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
Calls are recorded for your added security. Direct Line and the red 'phone 
are trademarks of Direct Una Insurance pic. used with its permission. 


Advenjttmoii 


Aphrodisiacs that 
really work 


A new book by Bin Habets reveals 
more than 311 tips, secrets and 
little known aphrodisiacs - 
designed to improve your love 
life and to help those with 
sexual problems. Many of the 
aphrodisiacs mentioned in this 
book are reported to have a 
direct and rapid effect on the 
sex drive whilst others may be 
helpful to sexual problems such 
as impotence. Here are just a 
few of the points covered in 
this book of Natural Aphro- 
disiacs That Really Work. 
"The single greatest aphro- 
disiac of all - 10 pages alone 
are devoted to this. 

• The aphrodisiac qualities of 
Ginger - also reputed to help 
arthritis and according to 
scientists at Cornell Univer- 
sity improve circulation. 

■ An A-2 of 42 edible sexual 
stimulants - Bananas, Honey, 
Ginseng, Daminan, Yohimbe, 
Sage, Saffron plus many 
more - 42 in all. 

■ A list of vitamins thai can help. 

■ A natural aphrodisiac that 
numerous studies have found to 
be beneficial to male potency. 


• Why kwers should share a glass 
of wine with ground parsley. 

• Aloe Vera - also recom- 
mended by herbalists for 
prostate problems. 

■ A natural smell that we all 
produce reputed to be the 
most powerful aphrodisiac 
smell of all. 

• A time-honoured aphrodisiac 
whose powers to restore 
potency have been extolled 
throughout the centuries. 

To order your copy of Natural 
Aphrodisiacs That Really Work 
send your name, address and 
book title with payment 
(Cheque/Switch with issue 
n umber/Vi sa or Mastercard 
with expiry date) of £9.95 
which includes postage and 
handling to Carnell Ltd, 
Dept NA4. Alresford, nr. 
Colchester, Essex C07 8AP, 
or telephone their 24 hour 
order line on 01206 825600 
(quoting above Dept code). 
Allow up to 14 days for 
delivery. You may return the 
book any time within three 

months for a refund . ^ 

if not satisfied. 


Winter alert: 
are you paying 
too much for 
vehicle rescue? 

Before you renew your motoring 

organisatiott^membership, line! out 
how Green Ftag compares; 6000 
mechanics on call, 3 million members, 
4 levels of cover - and membership 
starting from just £29.50. 

TO jOIN 
CALL FREE ON 

0800 00 13 53 

Line - open Monday to Friday Sum to 8om. 
Saturday Sam to 7pm, Sunday 9am to own 


Green FlagjMff 

Breakdown repair and recovery 

GREEN RAC IS TW EXCLUSIVE SPONSOR OF THE ENGLAND FOOTBALL TEAM 
w| *"w-Grccnflag.co.uk 
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When you 

just 

can’t tal k to 

j anyone, 
i talk to us. 


Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends,, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’lf be someone there 
to help pick up the pieces. 

"You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number oh 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
We’ll be there to talk to you. 


The Samaritans. We’ll go through it with you 
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Dorrell moves to abolish mixed-sex 


wards 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 

Mixed-sex wards are to be 
consigned to health service 
history, the Government con- 
firmed vesterday, after a lengthy 
campaign by patients' groups to 
banish them from hospitals. 

Stephen Dorrell Secretary of 
State for Health, who has made 
clear his opposition to mixed- 
sex wards since his appointment, 
launched plans designed to pro- 
tect the privacy and dignity of 


patients two years after his pre- 
decessor. Virginia Bottoraley, 
promised prompt action. 

Mr Done!! said: “I do not 
find it acceptable for men and 
women to have to be accom- 
modated together in old-style, 
unadapted wards. I want to see 
good physical separation of 
beds for men and women, with 
separate toilet and washing 
facilities.” 

One of Mr Dorreil’s priori- 
ties is to end mixed-sex wards 
in mental hospitals, which have 


been blamed for exposing vul- 
nerable women patients to the 
risk of abuse by disturbed men. 

Mr Dorrell outlined plans 
which mean that hospitals must 
ensure they re-organise their 
accommodation by the end of 
1998, so that ail patients on a 
particular ward are of the same 
sex. One estimate is that it will 
cost around £lm for each health 
authority to comply with the 
new regulations in the country's 
450 hospitals. A 1995 survey of 
mixed-sex wards carried out 


for the NHS Executive in two 
health regions. North West and 
West Midlands, found that 44 
per cent of hospitals had some 
wards which did not provide 
single-sex accommodation. 

Big wards may be divided into 
single-sex bays with separate 
bathroom facilities, while old- 
fashioned Nightingale wards 
could be divided down the mid- 
dle tty partitions under the new 
plans. Mr Dorrell has made it 
clear that makeshift partitions 
or curtains will not be accept- 


able. A solid wall wDI be the only 
option. Some hospitals may 
have to invest in new wings. 

Alan Langlands, the NHS 
chief executive, has sent a 
detailed letter asking all 
authorities to report through 
regional offices by the end of 
February. They must submit 
timetables showing by what 
date hospitals in their areas will 
■ have good organisational 
arrangements in place to sepa- 
rate men and women while 
they are in hospital: 


■ meet the Patient's Charter 
standard /or segregated wash- 
ing and toilet facilities in full: 

■ provide safe facilities for 
mentally ill people which pro- 
tect their privacy and dignity. 

The letter also includes 
guidance on the ways in which 
this can be done. 

There will have to be 
exceptions in emergency rases, 
including intensive care, 
accident "and emergency, and 
children’s wards, but the letter 
points out that in all cases staff 


and management systems ought 
to be sensitive to patients' nghts 
to privacy and dignity- 

Mr Langland’s letter points 
out that the Patient's Charter 
promises separate toflet and 
washing facilities as the standard 
and. apart from emergencies, 
people ought to receive 
information about the type of 
accommodation to which they 
will be admitted and have a right 
to choose single-sex 

accommodation. 

If someone needs to wait 


until suitable accorumoda tion i=» 
available, admission should take 
place as soon as possible, and 
no later than promised in the 
waiting-time guarantees, the 
letter concludes. 

A spokesman for the Koval 
College of Nursing said: "This 
is excellent news for nurses 
who have campaigned so long 

for the right of patients to 

single-sex accommodation. 
Health service manager* will 
now need to estimate the true 
cost of meeting this target. 


Miracle skin 
cream suffers 
loss of face 


Liz Hunt 

An expensive skin cream, hailed 
as a breakthrough in anti-ageing 
treatments and apparently 
backed by medical research, 
may be no more effective than 
cheap moisturisers. it was 
claimed yesterday. 

The cream Servital which 
costs £75 lor 50ml was launched 
earlier this month with much 
publicity and, it was claimed the 
apparent endorsement of Guy’s 
Hospital in south-east London. 

But the doctor at Guy’s who 
carried out research on the 
cream has now distanced 
himself from the cl aims and 
accused the manufacturers. 
Syence, of misleading use of his 
data as a marketing tool. 

Dr Stephen Young, a re- 
search scientist from the tissue 
viability unit at Guy's Hospital 
Medical School said: “1 feel em- 
barrassed about the whole thing 
and this sort of publicity is not 
what the hospital. and in par- 
ticular the medical school would 
welcome. We would not endorse 
this or any other product.” 

The apparent support of 
Guy’s for Syence’s claims led to 
reports of “miracle break- 
throughs" in some newspapers 
which would normally be waxy 
a{lhem.TheIndqxndent(Maot 
run the story after checking it out 
with dermatologists not involved 
in the research or the launch. 

Dr Young told the BBC tele- 
vision consumer programme 


Watchdog: Face Value, that he 
had been conducting a trial on 
an new ultrasound machine 
which was able to measure 
minute changes in skin thick- 
ness. Sixty women took part in 
the trial 40 used Servital and 20 
jusL massaged their faces. The 
women using Servital showed an 
increase in skin thickness. 

However, the trial did not 
compare the cream with any 
others. Face Viiiite asked Dr 
Young to test three which cost 
less than £5; Glycerine and 
Rose Water, Oil of Ulay, and a 
Boots No7 Moisturiser. All 
thickened the skin measurably. 

Guy’s said yesterday that its 
involvement with Syence came 
when the hospital was seeking 
funding for its research pro- 
gramme, and that they had 
hoped to draw attention to the 
machine tty carrying out the 
tests for a cosmetic company. 

Dr Young said: “We were just 
a research team and we were to- 
tally focused on getting funds to 
cany on the research and to be 
able to get this prototype tech- 
nology to the patient" 

Sean Campbell managing di- 
rector of Syence, told the BBC: 
“We wanted to have our prod- 
uct tested at an institution that 
wasofreputetobeable to do the 
right sort of tests. The machine 
that they have at Guys is the only 
machine that is able to test with- 
out a biopsy, which is the cutting 
away of the skin ... I don’t fed 
we've tried to damage Guy’s." 
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Atomic laser 
points the 
way to future 


Beauty business: Cheap moisturisers from high-street chemists could prove to be as effective as Servital, which 
costs £75 for a 50ml bottle and was launched amid claims of a breakthrough in anti-ageing treatment 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

It could become the most 
precise manufacturing tool that 
humans ever build. Physicists in 
the United States have demon- 
strated the world's first “atom- 
ic laser", in which atoms take 
the place of light, producing a 
stream of matter that can be 
precisely controlled. 

The result could be atomic- 
sized machines and measuring 
instruments, built to tolerances 
never before possible. Elec- 
tronic circuits could be manu- 
factured in which each “wire" 
consisted of a line of atoms - 
allowing super-miniaturisation 
a thousand times more compact 
than is now possible. It will also 
increase our understanding of 
the “quantum world” of 
individual atoms. 

An experiment last 
November at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), 
in Boston, produced a pulse of 
atoms at temperatures close to 
absolute zero (-273C) which 
behaved as though they were a 
single “superatom" Physicists 
call this a “Bose-Einstein 
condensate" - a state of matter 
which was only discovered in 
July 1995. 

By coaling the atoms until 
their random heat energy was 
removed, the scientists 

f iroduced particles which were 
ocked into the same energy 
state, like a resonating solid. 


“It’s very like a laser source." 
said Professor Keith Burnett, of 
the physics department at 
Oxford University, who has 
been working with Lhe team at 
MIT on the theory of the 
system. “You can then control 
the atoms very precisely, they all 
come out in" step, moving in 
exactly the same way. You could 
aim the beam where you want: 
it would be the ultimate 
printer.” 

Professor Burnett predicts 
that future versions of the 
system will be used for 
manufacturing in the 21st 
century, and for studying the 
boundary between the quantum 
world - in which matter and 
light can behave like waves and 
particles - and the macroscop- 
ic world, which we experience. 

The latest work is reported in 
yesterday's edition of the jour- 
nal ^ Physical Review Letters, and 
also in this week's Science. “It’s 
fantastic. It’s really one of 
the most exciting things in 
atomic physics that I’ve seen in 
the last 10 years." said John 
Doyle, a professor at Harvard 
University. 

Professor Burnett said: “My 
feeling is that this will evolve to 
be something of considerable 
interest. At the moment we can 
only see the obvious 
applications, like the ’printer' 
idea. But it will also amplify- our 
understanding of what we can 
do. We will become quantum 
engineers." 
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Blow your mind with the amazing power of the Gateway 2000' P5-166 Multimedia. Storming in the forefront of PC 
performance, the P5-166 Multimedia features an Intel'' Pentium' processor wilh MMX ' technology. So it boasts maximum 
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they're all up to you! And we're proud to give you award-winning sen ice and support, including: 

■ Free telephone support on alt your hardware and 
software for as long as you own your PC. 

■ A 30-day do quibble money-back guarantee 
(shipping costs not refundable) plus 
Galeway 2000 warranties. 

Call our Friendly Sales Team now! 

Or you can call in to our Showroom at 
10 Bedford Street. Covent Garden, 

London VVC2E 9HE. You’ll be glad ynu did! 
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An enduring influence, but nation 
divides over legacy of Steve Biko 


Points tt, 

ra >' ‘0 fifc 


Differing views 
emerge after 
confession to 
killing by security 
policemen 


Mary Braid 

Johannesburg 

Two decades after his murder 
Steve Biko's influence endures. 
But the real nature of the Black 
Consciousness leader's legacy - 
and who carries his torch - still 
amuses bitter controversy. 

As a new row erupted last 
night over the confirmation 
that five former securin’ po- 
liceman had applied' for 
amnesty in connection with 
Biko's death, very different 
Bikos seemed about to be res- 
urrected by opposing camps. 

Biko. a former student 
leader, fuunded the Black Con- 
sciousness Movement in 1%9. 
and gave up medical training to 
devote himself to the struggle. 
The radical black pride philos- 
ophy came into its own in the 
mid-1970s, when the liberation 
movement appeared to he fal- 
tering and many ANC leaders 
wuretn jail or exile. 

Biko's message inspired a 
gene rauon and fired the con- 
frontation between school- 
children and the apartheid 
authorities in Soweto and oth- 
er townships. The resulting vi- 
olence shocked the world, as did 
Biko's death from brain in- 
juries, after 21 days in police de- 
tention a few years later. 

Although the ANC leader- 
ship was never comfortable 
with Biko's message, or the 
confrontations it sparked, the 
new' radicalism changed the 
course of black liberation. 

In Sir Richard Attenbor- 
ough's Cry Freedom in 1987. 
which told the story of the 
friendship between Biko and 
Donald Woods, then editor of 
the East London Daily Dis- 
pute h, Biko was presented as a 
figure resembling Martin 
Luther King. 

But the portrayal divided his 
old associates. Some dismissed 
it as saccharine-sweet “Holly- 
woodisation". Woods, they ar- 
gued, was a prominent member 
of the white liberal establish- 
ment, which was a prime target 
of Biko's anger. 

Though Woods had to flee 
South Africa following Biko's 
death, after running anti-gov- 
ernment editorials, these old po- 
litical allies claim Biko could not 
help but see Woods as part of 
ihc problem. 

Strini Moodley. a founder 
member of the BCM. insists 
Biko believed that whites could 
not help blacks. “In his last tele- 
vision interview [Biko] made it 
dear that blade people must pull 
themselves up by their own 
bootstraps rather than rely on 
the assistance of whites,” says 
Mr Moodley. “There was no ac- 
commodation for white people 
in the BCM and that is why 
Steve was murdered.” 

But Malusi and Thoko 
Mpumhvana, former political 
allies of Biko, distinguish be- 
tween the early and late Biko. 
They argue that he softened his 




Main picture, Biko's funeral In King Wiliams Town, 
1977; above, Biko's death spatted mass protests; 
below. Derail Washington as Biko and Kevin Kline as 
journalist Donald .Woods In the 1987 film Cry Freedom 




Investigative journalist 
‘executed’ in Argentina 

Argentinians have been stunned by the mafia-style 
weekend execution of a leading investigative news 
phoiograpber, billed as the worst murder of a journalist 
since the so-called “Dirty War” of the 1970s. 

Jose Luis Cabczas, a 35-year-old father of three, was 
found shot in the bead, his hands bound behind his back 
and burnt almost beyond recognition in his car in the 
beach resort of Pinamar. Police sources told the daily La 
Marion smoke in his lungs suggested he bad been set alight 
before he was shot. Cabezas was in the resort to seek 
pictures of holidaying government officials and top 
businessmen for the weekly news magazine Notidas. 
known for its aggressive reports on President Carlos . 
Menem and other leading figures. 

An hour or two before his body was found early on 
Saturday, Cabczas had attended a lavish party at the villa 
of leading businessman Oscar An dream, a postal services 
magnate and friend of Mr Menem. Phil Davison 

Troops on alert in Albania 

Albanian iroops deployed around the country yesterday 
after a weekend of violent protests as ruling right-wing 
Democrats called for a counter-demonstration against rival 
Socialists they accuse of stoking the tension. 

Armed soldiers surrounded the central bank and 
guarded state television headquarters in Tirana after 
clashes in the capital, a prison riot and waves of 
demonstrations. Soldiers began clearing barricades of 
rocks erected by protesters fo prevent police 
reinforcemcms’reaching their towns. Two inmates were 
killed in a riot al a prison in central Albania late on 
Sunday. The unrest has been sparked by the collapse of 
pyramid investment schemes in which Albanians have 
poured millions of pounds in cash. Reuters - Tirana 

US ‘anti-Scientology campaign’ 

The Christian Social Union, Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
coalition partner, accused the US Stale Department of 
falling for a Church of Scientology hate campaign against 
Germany. The CSU general secretary. Bernd Proizner, 
urged Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel to intervene in 
Washington to head off criticism the State Department has 
been reported to be planning against Germany for 
restrictions on the controversial group. Reuters - Bonn 

Yeltsin cancels foreign trip 

The Russian President Boris Yeltsin has cancelled a visit to 
the Netherlands on the orders of his doctors. Doctors had 
advised Mr Yeltsin, who is recovering from pneumonia, to 
refrain from air travel. Reuters - Moscow 

CIA torture methods revealed 

A CIA training manual describes torture methods, such as 
stripping suspects naked and keeping them blindfolded, 
that were used on dissidents in Honduras during the 1980s. 
The booklet advises imeirogators to deprive their prisoners 
of food and sleep and make them stand at attention for 
long periods. The 1983 manual and another from 1963 were 
declassified in response to a Freedom of Information Act 
request from the Baltimore Sun. A P - Baltimore 


Biko on the philosophy of Black Consciousness 


In his book / Write What I Like, Biko wrote: 

/ Being black is not a matter of pigmen- 
• tatton - being black is a reflection of a 
mental attitude 

“Merely by describing yourself as black, 
you have started on a road towards eman- 
cipation. You have committed yourself to 
fi^it against all forces that seek to use your 
blackness as a stamp that marks you out 
as a subservient being. 

-.[Black Consciousness is] the most pos- 
itive call to come from any group in the 
black world for a long time It is more than 
just a reactionary rejection of whites by 
blacks. The quintessence of it is the realisa- 


tion by blacks that, in order to feature well in 
this game of power politics, they have to 
use the concept of group power and have 
to bidd a strong foundation tor this. 

‘The philosophy of Black Consciousness 
therefore expresses pride and determina- 
tion by blacks. At the heart of this kind of 
thfeking is the realisation by blacks that the 
most potent weapon in the hands of the 
oppressor is toe mind of the oppressed. 

“Once toe oppressed has been so effec- 
tively manipulated and controlled by the op- 
pressor to make him believe that he is a 
liability to the white man - there will be 
nothing the oppressed can do that a 
will reaity scare the powerful masters." ' 


stance before he died. Hxs ear- 
ly beliefs, they admit, were that 
Blacks had to withdraw from 
“partnerships” with whites be- 
cause such associations were un- 
equal. Bui the Mpumlwanas say 
the later Biko saw that growing 
black confidence made a part- 
nership possible. 

The ANC strengthened this 
view of a softer Biko at a recent 
hearing of the TRC, when it 
claimed that before his death 
Biko had been poised to meet 
Oliver larabo, the then presi- 
dent of the ANC. 


The ANC believes that the 
planned meeting, not his in- 
ability to accommodate whites, 
was connected with his death, 
because it held out a promise 
of greater black unity. 

The two women in Biko's life, 
his wife Ntsiki and his lover 
Mamphela Ramphele (recent- 
ly appointed vice-chancellor of 
Cape Town University), also 
have different views of the man 
and his teachings. Ms Ramphele 
insists he was never anti-white. 
But Biko's widow, Ntsiki, says 
the TRC will rob her of justice. 


Yesterday's confirmation of the 
amnesty application was an- 
other blow. Last year Mrs Biko 
complained the' ANC did not 
mark the anniversary of her hus- 
band's death and that his grave 
was unattended and overgrown. 
“Many politicians in high places 
seem to have forgotten what 
they owe Steve," she said. 

Ironically, she added that 
life would have been harder for 
her and her two sons, Nkosi- 
naihi and Samora. without the 
help of Biko’s old white liber- 
al friend, Donald Woods. 


Olympic bomb guard to net $lm 



John Carlin 

Washington 


Jewelfc Unexpected chance to 

become a millionaire 


Richard Jewell, the security 
guard wrongly implicated in 
the Atlanta Olympics bombing, 
has been doing the rounds of 
the United Stales television 
talk -show circuit complaining 
that his life has been ruined. 

The lament is beginning to 
sound a little hollow. The news 
from Hollywood is that Mr Jew- 
ell is abour to sign a six-figure 
contract for exclusive rights to 
a feature film dramatising his or- 
deal. Last month the Wall Street 
Journal reported that he had 
reached a $ l, an settlement with 
NBC after the television net- 
work had named him on air as 


the prime suspect in the explo- 
sion on 27 July, which killed one 
person and injured 111. 

The Hollywood newspaper 
Daily Variety reported yesterday 
that three studios have been bid- 
ding for the Jewell story and that 
he was edging towards signing 
with Fox 2000, which offered the 
most money up-front 

With a book deal almost cer- 
tain to follow, Mr JeweD, 34, ap- 
pears well on the way to 
becoming a millionaire - a sta- 
tus be could not remotely have 
aspired to before the Centen- 
nial Park bomb. As a private se- 
curity guard who lived with his 
mother in a humble apartment, 
nothing had suggested until 
(hen that he would have a shot 


at the American Dream. In 
fact, it was in large part because 
he conformed to the cruel US 
stereotype of “the loser" that 
the FBI hit upon him as a pos- 
sible suspect in the first place. 

Last October, the justice de- 
partment issued a statement 
clearing him of suspicion and 
since then Mr Jewell has been 
making hay. savouring the two 
blessings to which Americans 
most aspire, celebrity and mon- 
ey. One of the lawyers who is in 
on the action was quoted last 
week as saying about a movie 
deal: “Any interest Richard Jew- 
ell Has in this is demonstrated ty 
a desire to have (he story told cor- 
rectly. It’s not an interest for mon- 
ey. /state that unequivocally." 
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cashback. 
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already? 
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Move your mortgage to TSB 
and you could receive up to / 
£6,000 cashback . That’s enough 
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you’ve been naughty. Either way ; 
you should still have a bit left 
over. So take up the challenge 
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% He trusts his mum to get him home. But who can she trust? 


Some things are too important to leave to chance. So make sure you 
and your family have AA protection when you're out on the road. 
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• 24-hour cover, every day of the year - from the UK’s leading 
motoring assistance organisation. 
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Clergy join crusade 
against Milosevic 



Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

More than 100,000 Serbs 
marched through Belgrade yes- 
terday in a religious procession 
designed partly to sustain the 10- 
week protest movement against 
President Slobodan Milosevic. 
But a court decision appeared to 
reverse an earlier opposition vic- 
tory. 

Two down Orthodox priests led 
the procession, one of the largest 
church-sponsored events in Bel- 
grade for 50 years. Patriarch 
Pavle, head of the Serbian Or- 
thodox church, praised demon- 
strators who have staged peaceful 
protests in Belgrade and other 
towns every day since the Socialist 
(ex-communist) authorities an- 
nulled opposition victories in lo- 
cal elections in November. 
“Ibday, eyes are watching us 
from the sky and ground and are 
telling us to endure on the holy 
and righteous road," he said. 

In Belgrade, the city electoral 
commission which awarded vic- 
tory to the Zajedno opposition al- 


liance last week said yesterday its 
ruling had been quashed by the 
First Municipal Court. 
Co mmis sion chairman Radomir 
Lazarevic was enraged by the rul- 
ing. The decision is completely 
against the law.” he told re- 
porters. “Truth and justice are en- 
dangered. There is a legal right 
of the people to start a rebellion.'' 

Opposition rallies have spread 
to about 50 Serbian towns, but in 
Belgrade in recent days the num- 
ber of protesters has fallen from 
a peak of 100,000 to a hard core 
of 15,000 to 20,000. Yesterday’s 
march was the largest daytime 
gathering in the dry for more than 
a month, but it was at least as re- 
ligious as political in nature, since 
it officially marked the holiday of 
St Sava, the 13th-century founder 
of the Serbian Orthodox church. 

Patriarch Pavle has thrown the 
church's considerable authority as 
a symbol of the Serbian nation 
squarely behind the opposition. 
However, his motives are more 
complex than the desire for jus- 
tice and democracy that has fu- 
elled the protest movement. 


During the early period of the 
1991-95 wars in former Yu- 
goslavia, he was as much of a Ser- 
bian nationalist as Mr Milosevic. 
The rift that later opened between 
them owed much to his view 
that Mr Milosevic had betrayed 
ethnic Serbs in Bosnia and Croa- 
tia by standing aside as they lost 
their lands in a conflict inspired 
largely by the Serbian president. 

Zajedno legislators yesterday 
took formal control of Nis, Ser- 
bia's second-largest city, where the 
Socialists conceded this month 
that they had lost the November 
elections. 

Sixteen Socialist deputies boy- 
cotted the ceremony in Nis . Zo- 
ran Zivkovic, the likely new 
mayor, said that five decades of 
Communist and Socialist rule 
had left the city “totally ruined”. 

. By mixing restraint with mfld 

repression and by making con- 
cessions that seem genuine but 
eventually turn out to be trivial, 
Slobodan Milosevic appears to be 
calculating that he can wear out 
the opposition in a contest that 
could last months. 




Lighting the way; Worshippers in St Sava Cathedral yesterday, when 
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PhD Reeves 

Grozny 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Chechens swamped polling 
booths yesterday for a historic 
election to choose their own 
leader and send a defiant mes- 
sage to Russia that they now be- 
long to an independent nation. 

A wave of euphoria swept 
across the small Caucasus 
republic throughout a festive 
and frantic day that Chechens 
seem certain to remember as 
the moment they sealed their 
de facto victory in the 21-month 
war with Russia. 

Such was the multitude which 
descended on voting stations, 
many struggling in from far- 
flung, bombed-out villages in 
rickety cars and buses, that the 
electoral authorities last night 
kept the polls open for an 
extra two hours' until 10pm. 

Although last yeafsjpeace ac- 
cord with Moscow deferred the 
settlement of Chechnya's status 
for five years, yesterday’s elec- 
tions for president and parlia- 
ment were seen by Chechens as 
evidence that the 1-million- 
strong Islamic mountain re- 
public has acquired nationhood. 

Taisa Kaisamayali, a mid- 
dle-aged woman wrapped in a 
fox fur against the -5C temper- 
atures, resented being made to 
vote in Soviet times when the 
elections were rigged and the 
candidates were stooges. But 
yesterday was different: “Today 
is Like a holiday. It was pure joy, 
because I was" voting for inde- 
pendence and for my own coun- 
try. It was a very important day 
for us." 

She had voted for Aslan 
Maskhadov, the former sepa- 
ratist chief-of-staff who is the 
favourite and Moscow's choice, 
as he is viewed as the most mod- 
erate of the five leading candi- 
dates. But like most who have 
endured almost two years of 
Russian bombs and bullets, she 
said she would be happy with 
the outcome no matter who 
won. even if it was Shamil 
Basayev, the popular Chechen 
field commander, whom Russia 
has branded a terrorist. 

Ms Karsamayali, a judge, 
was standing in brilliant sun- 
shine outside voting station 
number 41, a gutted general 
store in Grozny, the capital. The 
store was being used for 
refugees from three outfring vil- 
lages wrecked by Russian 
bombs during the war, Atchkoi, 
Yandi and BamuL Within, the 
activity was feverish and the 
enthusiasm palpable. 

Grandmothers, dapper 
young women and middle-aged 
men in sheepskin hats queued 
before the curtained booths 
coloured bright green, like the 
Chechen flag, before posting 
their ballots into boxes and 

Adam Ismaelov,30, a former 
Chechen separatist fighter, was 
ai the front He still carried his 
sub-machine gun slung over 
his black leather jacket He said 
hewould probably choose the 
interim president, Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev, the right-hand 
man of Dzhokar Dudayev, the 
former Soviet air force gener- 
al who led Chechnya's drive for 


independence until his assassi- 
nation nine months ago. 
(Grozny has since been re- 
named Dzhokar-Ghala - “the 
city of Dzhokar", in his honour). 
But he added: “it makes no dif- 
ference to me. All the candi- 
dates are like brothers." 

The election official in charge 
of the station, Vakhar Gay- 
suraov. himself a refugee, could 
barely contain his excitement. 
He proudly showed off his two 
aimed guards who would escort 
the ballot boxes to the region- 
al counting centre; the three as- 
sistants - women, wrapped in 
huge coats against the freezing 
cold, filling out lists at a table: 
the register of 496 names, com- 
piled by word of mouth. Voters 
left off the list lined up to reg- 
ister, clutching dog-eared old 
Soviet passports. 

Like almost every Chechen, 
he was desperate to’ show visit- 
ing journalists and thus the 
outside world that the election 
was organised and wholly fair. 
A verdict on that will be deliv- 
ered by the 72 international ob- 
servers who came to Chechnya 
under the auspices of the Or- 
ganisation for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE). 



Basayev casting his ballot 
Russia calls him a terrorist 


6 Today was 
pure joy, as I 
was voting for 
my country’s 
independence 9 


But there were no complaints 
from the voters as they rushed 
to polling booths, erected 
amidst the ruins of their homes. 
Even interviews with a handful 
of Grozny's ethnic Russians, 
among the minority of Russian 
"Jo stayed on in Chechnya 
after the war, produced no 
complaints. 

Yesterday, to the annoyance 
of many in Moscow, Chechnya 
celebrated its day of libera, 
tion. How long the euphoria wifi 
last m a republic that needs 
Moscow's help to rebuild its 
shattered infrastructure is an- 
other question. an 

Yesterday the Chechens for- 

got the nuns around them the 

lack of jobs and their wrecked 
economy. However, that sense 
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Robbery that followed the Holocaust 


2,000 art 
works in 
French 
museums 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


French national muse uxns hold near- 
ly 2,000 works of art stolen from Jews 
bv the Nazis during the Second 
World War.il was revealed yesterday. 

On the eve of “Holocaust Day" cer- 
emonies to commemorate the an- 
niversary of the liberation of the 
Auschwitz concentration camp, (he 
French government announced that 
it was setting up an inquiry into the 
origins of hundreds of artworks now 
in museums and believed to have been 
stolen from French Jews by the 
collaborationist Vichy regime.' 

The works, now exhibited or stored 
in the Louvre, the Musce d’Orsay, and 
other museums, include paintings by 
Monet. Renoir. Gauguin and 
sculptures by Rodin. 

The Prime Minister, Alain Juppe, 
announced at the weekend that he is 
setting up a committee of inquiry into 
the origins, and the legal status, of bil- 
lions of francs worth of property pil- 
laged from French Jews during the 
war. Much of this property, includ- 
ing real estate and businesses, as well 
as works of art. was never relumed. 

It was already known, or suspect- 
ed, that some of the art ended up in 
museums owned by (he French state 
or large cities. But the sheer size and 
quality of the collection, once owned 
by wealthy French- Jewish families, 
was exposed by an internal govern- 
ment inquiry, completed two years 
ago. 

The results of the investigation, by 
the Cour des Comptes - the French 
audit office - was made public for the 
first rime by the newspaper Le Monde 
yesterday. 

The investigators are sharply crit- 
ical of both the French stale and in- 
dividual museum curators, for making 
feeble attempts to identify the true 
owners, or their heirs, and for failing 
to state clearly the origins of the 
works. Only the Musce d’Orsay was 
prepared to admit that it possessed 
masterpieces such as Gauguins and 
Monets which belonged to Jewish 
families, deported or stripped of 
their property, by the pro-Nazi Vichy 
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Day of 
memory 
derided 
as hollow 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Sacred duty: German officials and former prisoners yesterday honouring victims killed by the Nazis in the concentration camp at Sachsenhausen Photograph: Reuter 


government. Oihers failed to re- 
spond to the auditors' questions or 
claimed the works they possessed 
were of minor value. 

Evidence has also emerged in re- 
cent months that several French 
cities, including Paris, still own large 
numbers of apart menu; and other nail 
estate stolen by the Vichy regime as 
part of a systematic effort to obliter- 
ate Jewish influence and culture in 
France. 

The new committee of investiga- 
tion set up by Mr Juppe follows years 
of pressure by the French Jewish com- 
munity. Speaking to the main um- 
brella body for Jewish organisations 
at the weekend, the Prime Minister 
said that such an investigation was 
"not just a moral gesture but a 


national duty”. For half a ccntuiy af- 
ter the end of the war, the part of the 
Vichy authorities in the identification 
and deportation of French Jews was 
an official^ forbidden subject. To his 


minister under President Giscard 
d'Estaing in the 1970s. accused of or- 
ganising the arrest of Jews while he 
was the Vichy police chief in Bor- 
' deaux. His trial is due to begin in May. 


& This investigation is not just a moral 
gesture but a national duty 9 


great credit. President Chirac abrupt- 
ly changed all that in July 1995 when 
he formally admitted the responsi- 
bility of the French state. 

The Chirac-Juppe government has 
also vigorously pursued legal charges 
against Maurice Papon, a budget 


There were 300,000 Jews living in 
France in 1940; All were stripped of 
their property when Marshal PStain 
seized power with Germany's help. 
Over 70,000 were deported to con- 
centration camps in Germany and 
Eastern Europe, mostly never to re- 


turn. After the war, 61 ,000 works of 
art pillaged from Jews and other Nazi 
victims were gathered at Compiegne 
and 45.000 were successfully re- 
claimed. Most of the rest were sold 
off but 1,955 of the better works of 
art were given to museums. 

The Cour des Comptes accuses the 
French authorities of that time of 
failing adequately to publicise the 
existence of this treasure trove 
and failing to draw up a proper 
inventory. 

■ Zurich (Reuters) — Switzer- 
land's ambassador to the United 
States resigned yesterday after a doc- 
ument be wrote calling for “waging 
war* 4 against Jewish groups and oth- 
er voeaJ critics was leaked to the press, 
triggering uproar. 


The SonnfagsZdtung weekly 
Kument came from a o 


said 

the document came from a confi- 
dential strategy paper which am- 
bassador Carlo Jagmetti sent to 
Berne last month dealing with the 
row over dormant accounts in Swiss 
banks of World War Two Holocaust 
victims. 

"This is a war that Switzerland must 
wage and win on the foreign and do- 
mestic front,” said the document/ 1 You 
cannot trust most of the adversaries*” 
it added. 

SoniUagsZdtung said the “adver- 
saries" to whom Jagmetti referred 
were Jewish groups and US senator 
Alfbnse D'Araato, who have accused 
the Swiss of profiting cynically 
from the war and are seeking 
compensation for Holocaust victims. 


Germany remembered 
victims of Nazism . 
with a mixture of humility i 
in the words of one opposite 
MR "hollow pathos 4 *. 

Marking "Holocaust Day* on 
the anniversary of the! 
of Auschwitz, the two houses of| 
partiament held a joint : 
the German flag flew on gov-] 
eminent buildings and sc 
had a special history lesson. 

Zt was a solemn occasion, < 
turbed only by the clamour olj 
East European Jews who hai 
yet to be be compensal 
groups representing the anti-j 
Nazi resistance and the ei 
during row over a gigantic] 
tombstone that is supposed tej 
be erected in memory of: 

6 million Jews. 

"The Day of Commemora- 
tion is in danger of turning inti 
a farce,” declared Green MJ 
Volte r Beet. "Many victim! 
are asking: Vbicb victims 
being commemorated today?” | 

He replied: "Not the tens < 
thousands who deserted frot 
tbe Wehnnacbt”. For fivt 
decades Mr Beck has tried 
vain to decriminalise sole 
who had refhsed to follow or 
ders. Deserters remain traitor 
under die Jans, and are thus dej 
prived of a war pension. 

And Germany has paid ot 
partial compensation to mam| 
East European Jews, and noni 
at all to survivors in tbe Balt 
republics. 

That is not to say that tt 
German state has suddenly 1 
come tight-fisted. A Holocaust 
memorial is to be erected in th j 
centre of Berlin, engraving th^ 
names of known Jewish i 
on a slab of granite the size < 
a football pitch. But many Jew] 
feel that tbe government ; 
pay more attention both to th I 
victims, and to the preservatiojj 
of Use camps where they 
feredL, than to erecting; 
shrines. 


Capture and freedom with 
a hidden Lebanese agenda 


Robert Fisk looks tor 
the motives behind 
some strange events 


Beirut — Why was Darrar el-Karmeh. fi- 
nancial director of the new Beirut Marriott 
hotel, kidnapped by three armed men on 
3 January? Why was he released un- 
harmed at the weekend? And why- a ques- 
tion of rather more pressing importance to 
Arab embassies in {be region - have three 
Iraqi diplomats held in Beirut for the mur- 
der of an Iraqi opposition leader in 1994, 
suddenly also been given their freedom? 
The Lebanese press, with that discretion 
that always suggests a sister country may 
have -been involved, has been hinting 
broadly that Syria is sending some blunt 
messages to its international rivals. 

Bui first to MrKanneh, a Palestinian with 
a Jordanian passport whose wife and three 
children live with him in Beirut. Not long 
after his abduction, the Lebanese author- 
ities - embarrassed at being unable to hunt 
down his kidnappers or to explain the back- 
ground to his disappearance - told 
Lebanese journalists, off the record, that 
three Syrian intelligence agents had 
“lifted" the man from the Marriott on 
suspicion of involvement in the killing of 
a Syrian civilian in a bus north of Beirut 
last December and the later bombing of a 
bus in Damascus which left 13 civilians 
dead. There were rumours that - under the 
terms of the 1991 Friendship and Coop- 
eration treaty - Mr Karmeh had been tak- 
en to Syrian intelligence headquarters at 
Aanjaror even to Damascus. The Jordanian 



Saddam Hussein: Growing support for 
movement to overthrow him 

embassy complained to the Lebanese for- 
eign ministry, demanding news of the 
missing man. 

But while the ministry was trying to ex- 
plain the mysteiy, it was also instructing the 
security authorities in tbe city to release the 
three Iraqi diplomats. All three - Mohamed 
Kamel, Air Darwisb and Hadi Najm - were 
stripped of their diplomatic immunity in 
1994 and accused of the assassination of 
Sheikh Thleb Soheil, a prominent member 
of the anti-Saddam Hussein “Council of 
Free Iraq". 

Then last weekend, all three Iraqis were 
freed from custody and allowed to return 
to Iraq through Damascus - even though 
Syria remains Iraq’s harshest opponent in 


the Arab world. Yet again, the Jordanians, 
who have given their encouragement to the 
murdered sheikh's Council of Free Iraq - 
bitterly complained to the Lebanese, this 
time not via theforeign ministry in Amman 
but directly from the Hashemite royal court 

So what on earth has been going on in 
Lebanon these last few weeks? Did 
Lebanon suddenly decide to rid itself of 
three troublesome diplomats because, out 
of tbe blue, it decided to restore relations 
with Iraq? Did Mr Karmeh suffer amne- 
sia on his way to work three weeks ago, only 
to recover his memory at the weekend, un- 
able - and be has refused to talk to jour- 
nalists - to recall anything that happened 
to him since 3 January? 

Or could it be that Syria, which has said 
nothing about either affair, is allowing si- 
lence to speak louder than words? The Jor- 
danians have been accusing Syria of 
"terrorism" of late, and at least one Unit- 
ed States think-tank has suggested that Jor- 
dan might be used as a springboard to 
destabilise Syria if it wDl nol come to heel 
and sign a peace with Israel without the re- 
turn of the Israeli-occupied Golan heights. 

Jordan makes no secret of its support for 
Iraqis who wish to overthrow President Sad- 
dam Hussein, even for the installation of 
a Jordanian royal on a restored Iraqi 
throne. With Israel and its new allies - Jor- 
dan and Turkey - standing along three of 
Syria's frontiers, Damascus may be in the 
mood to remind the world that the rela- 
tionship with the rival Baaibist regime in 
Baghdad could yet be restored. How bet- 
ter to do this than by inviting three of Sad- 
dam's henchmen to go home via Damascus 
- and by reminding Jordan that it may be 
held responsible for attacks on Syrian cit- 
izens in both Beirut and Damascus? 


Heat taken out of language curry 


Jan McGirk 

New Delhi 


A British Council lecturer is 
trying single-handedly to 
overhaul the ornate and 
bureaucratic language which 
has bedevilled the subcontinent 
since the days of the East India 
Company. 

In his language workshops 
held in Indian business centres, 
Martin Cutts gives “anti- 
obfuscation advice.” He insists 
that In dians must shed the colo- 
nial phrases left over from ihe 
British Raj, forget the Em- 
press's English and re-Ieara 
plain speaking. 


Mr Cutts. 42, is back by pop- 
ular demand on his fourth tour 
of India. “The British civil ser- 
vice left a legacy to India. 
Unfortunately, impenetrable 
language is part of it,” he said. 

Over the next three weeks his 
seminars in New Delhi, Alla- 
habad and Madras will attempt 
to redress the language prob- 
lem. One personal goal is to 
banish the standard 191-word 
sentence which appears at 
the start of every Indian life 
insurance form. 

His Plain Language Com- 
mission, first launched in Britain 
in 1989, helped cut (he 
gobbledygook from Inland Rev- 


enue forms and from turgid 
insurance documents. His chal- 
lenge is to decipher the dis- 
tinctive masala mix used by 
India’s 90 million English 
speakers - a rather stilted Ed- 
wardian English spiced with 
the grammar structure of 15 
principal Indian languages and 
some 3,000 dialects - without 
sacrificing its special flavour. 

While the hoardings and 
headlines in India's big cities 
cany a sparky blend of Hindi 
and MTV slang, businessmen 
still lend to use archaic language 
which hinders communication 
with the uninitiated An exec- 
utive might instruct his travel 


agent to “kindly do the needful 
and prepone the departure to 
facilitate ray journey out of 
station and avoid a night halt”, 
when he merely wants the time 
of his trip moved forward 

Long, servile phrases also 
annoy Mr Cutts. He objects to 
letter writers who insist on 
“begging the favour of your es- 
teemed perusal," when they 
could just type “see below". 

Not everyone was convinced 
though. One bureaucrat 
protested: "But I have spent an 
entire lifetime learning these 
long and unusual words and 
now you tell me lo get rid of 
them.” 
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lint's found bis ideal way to learn 
about savings and investments: 
At home. In his own lime. 


For a few years now, Jimk always had a little bit 
of money left over at the end of the month. 

Money which he's always put into his savings 
account. Recently though, 
its been coming to Jim's 
attention that there are a 
number of other ways to 
save that could help him pay 
less tax, and he likes the 
sound of that. That's why 
Jim asked for Midland's 

Saving and Investing Information Pack. It means } 

that he can weigh-up the pros and cons of ; 
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Professor 
Roger Tayler 


Roger Tayler was a distin- 
guished and versatile astro- 
physicist, contributing to our 
understanding of the structure 
and evolution of stats, galaxies 
and the universe as a whole. As 
an officer of the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society and editor of its 
journal, he gave outst anding 
service to the astronomical 
community nationally and in- 
ternationally. Many of his stu- 
dents now hold senior positions 
around the worid. 

Tayler was born and bred in 
Birmingham, went up to Clare 
College, Cambridge, as a schol- 
ar, graduating in 1950 and win- 
ning a share in the Mayhew 
Prize, for performance in Part 
III of the Mathematics Tripos. 
He worked for his PhD in the- 
oretical astrophysics with (Sir) 
Hermann Boncu as his super- 
visor. By then, after the wort: of 
Sir Arthur Eddington and oth- 
ers, the structure of chemical- 
ly homogeneous stars was 
thought to be reasonably well 
understood, and descriptive of 
“main sequence" stars of dif- 
ferent mass, such as the Sun and 
the bright white stars like 
Sirius and blue stars like Vega. 

Attention began to be fo- 
cused on stellar evolution, in the 
hope of explaining the origin of 
“red giants" such as the enor- 
mously extended star Betel- 
geuse. Such a programme of 
wort requires the use of the pow- 
erful electronic computers which 
we now take for granted. Tayler 
said he was about the last per- 
son to tackle the equations of 
stellar structure with the aid just 
of a mechanical desk calculator. 

After a postdoctoral year at 
the California Institute of Tech- 
nology and Princeton, Tayler re- 
turned to England to work as 
Scientific Officer in the Atom- 
ic Energy Research Establish- 
ment at Harwell in 1955. There 
he wrote -parallel to but in- 
dependently of Marshall Ros- 
eobluth in the United States and 
, V. Shafranov in the Soviet 
i Union - fundamental math- 
; ematical papers on the problem 
I of the “stabilised pinch", in 
t which a perfectly conducting 
cylindrical current has its gross 
instabilities removed by an 
l axial magnetic field within 
S conducting walls. 

3 The hope was that the hot 
| plasma in the current would be 
^magnetically confined long 
enough for energy generation by 
" the same hydrogen-to-helium 
fusion process to occur on 
Earth as in the Sun and stars. 
' In the slow progress over the 
decades towards this long-term 
... aim, Tayier’s work on this and 
on cognate problems remains 
highly relevant; one hears re- 
ports of its being rediscovered 
by young workers unfamiliar 
U with the literature. 

In 1961, Tayler returned to 
~ Cambridge to wort with (Sir) 
‘ . Fred Hoyle on nuclear astro- 
j physics. Following Hoyle s pio- 


neering paper of 1946, there ap- 
peared in 1957 the masterly pa- 
per by “BTH" (Le. Hoyle, the 
late Willy Fowler and Geoffrey 
and Margaret Burbidge) on 
the build-up of carbon, oxygen 
and the heavier elements in the 
fart dense cores of highly evolved 
stars, to be distributed subse- 
quently into the interstellar med- 
ium, e.g. during explosion of the 
star as a supernova. Tayler’s 
contribution to this problem 
was a careful calculation of 
the relative abundances of the 
elements near the “iron peak". 

The importance of heavy el- 
ement build-up as part of nor- 
mal stellar evolution is manifest 
from studies on “primordial” 
nucleosynthesis, which show 
that only helium and other 
light elements can form foom 
hydrogen during the hot dense 
early phases of the standard 
“Big Bang” cosmology. 

Belief in the Big Bang was re- 
vived by the discovery of mi- 
crowave background radiation, 
announced in 1965. Shortly be- 
fore this, Hoyle and Tayler had 
published a landmark paper, 
pointing out the importance for 
cosmology of observations of 
the helium abundance in dif- 
ferent objects. Both earlier cal- 
culations and their own in fact 
yielded a theoretical abundance 
somewhat higher than that 
inferred torn observation. How- 
ever, Tayler in particular stressed 
that the computations were sen- 
sitive both to the number of neu- 
trino types and to the lifetime 
attributed to the neutron. 

His words were prophetic; 
over the years, new measure- 
ments have steadily reduced the 
neutron lifetime to a value that 
appears to remove the dis- 
crepancy, and the realisation 
that the helium abundance 
could teD us the number of neu- 
trino types has become a major 
link between particle physics 
and cosmology. 

In 1967, Tayler left Cam- 
bridge to join (Sir) William 
McCrea in the buiid-up of the 
Astronomy Centre at Sussex, in 
collaboration with colleagues at 
the Royal Greenwich Observa- 
tory, then located in Herstraon- 
ceux Castle. Not surprisingly, he 
proved a very able administra- 
tor, but despite the heavy calls 



on his time - including a five- 
year stint as dean and the on- 
going supervision of many MSc 
and DPM students -he main- 
tained his research momen- 
tum, working in particular on 
stellar magnetism and on the 
chemical evolution of galaxies. 

Thyler was a superb teacher, 
admirably clear without being 
prolix. This is apparent fiom the 
reefing of his pa^ets and review 
articles, and in his monographs 
which have a world-wide read- 
ership both among' students 
and faculty: The Sion: their 
structure and evolution (1970); 
The Origin of the Chemical El- 
ements (1972); Galaxies : struc- 
ture and evolution (1978); and 
most recently The Hidden 
Universe (1991) and The Sun 
as a Star (1996), the last two 
being written in the period of 
remission during his last illness. 

He was also very generous 
with his time, especially to stu- 
dents. And cm top of ah his re- 
search activity, his service to 
Sussex University, his mem- 
bership of Science and Engi- 
neering Research Council 
Committees, and his work for 
his local church and the 
parochial church council, he 
shouldered an immense burden 
on behalf of the astronomical 
community. 

Over 20 years he served first 
as Secretary, then as Treasurer 
and finally as President of the 
Royal Astronomical Society 
(RAS). For about the same pe- 
riod he was managing editor of 
the society's Monthly Notices. 
Recognition of his services to as- 
tronomy came with his ap- 
pointment as OBE in 1990, 
and recognition of his research 
with election to the Royal 
Society in 1995. 

In 1989 Thyler was diagnosed 
as suffering from myeloma, 
forcing him to retire a year ear- 
ly from the presidency of the 
RAS. The technical expertise 
and dedication of the staff at the 
Royal Maisden Hospital, and 
the devoted support of his wife 
Moya, gave him a six-and-a-half- 
year period of remission. With 
characteristically quiet courage 
and dignity he earned on teach- 
ing ana research, even giving a 
lecture course after his official 
retirement. 

Leon Mestel 


dear without being 

Photograph; Royal Society 


Roger John Tenia: applied math- 
cmatidaharidasrio^tysirisLbom 
Birminghqm 25 October 1929: Sci- 
entific Officer/Senior Scientific 
Officer, AERE, Harwell 1955-61; 
Fellow, Corpus Chrisd College, 
Cambridge 1961-67; University 
Lecturer in Mathematics, Cam- 
bridge 1963-67; Professor of As- 
tronomy, Sussex University 
1967-94 (Emeritus); Gresham 
Professor of Astronomy 1969-75; 
Secretary Royal Astronomical So- 
ciety 1971-79, Treasurer 1979-87, 
President 1989-90; OBE 1990; 
FRS 1995; married 1955 Moya Fry; 
died London 23 January 1997. 



local exhibition isf: Fishwick’s Hauling a Boat, ofl on board, 1955 
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Clifford Fishwick 



Clifford Flshwick was one of the 
group of talented West Coun- 
try artists who extended the 
great tradition of English land- 
scape painting into modem 
terms. He was a friend of the St 
Ives painters - Peter banyan, 
Paul Feiler, Trevor Bell - and 
he exhibited regularly with the 
Newlyn and Penwith Societies, 
but like most of that group he 
bad come to the West Country 
from elsewhere. 

He was brought up in 
Ellesmere Port and never alto- 
gether lost his northerner’s ac- 
cent and sty, self-deprecating 
sense of humour. His first one- 
man show in London gave him 
less pleasure than the banner 
headline under which it was re- 
viewed in the Ellesmere Port 
paper “Local Exhibitionist". 

Fisbwick was a painter of 
great technical skill and disci- 
pline which he acquired the 
hard way at the Liverpool 
School of Art In 1942, after two 
years of the rigorous academic 
training which was then re- 
quired for Certificates in Paint- 
ing and Drawing, he joined the 
Navy and spent the next four 
years sailing on convoys back 
and forth across the Atlantic. 

He returned to art school, in 
1946, to complete his training 
and take an Art Teachers Diplo- 
ma. The following year, he 
moved to Devon and began 
teaching at the Exeter College 
of Art where he stayed until he 
retired in 1984. He became 
Principal of the College in 1958 
and steered it successfully 
through its student troubles in 


1968 and an equally difficult 
period of major expansion. 

All the while, despite his 
teaching load and heavy ad- 
ministrative duties, he was 
painting steadily and prolificalfy. 
Cdzanne and Turner were his 
heroes. From Cdzanne he de- 
rived his feeling for structure, 
bis ability to reduce a scene to 
its barest elements, particular- 
ly in the series of beach scenes 
be painted in the 1 950s in which 
spiky figures tend boats in in- 
terlocking, tilted planes of mut- 
ed colour, representing sand 
and sea and sky. Later in his life, 
he painted big semi-abstract 
landscapes, all clouds and flick- 
ering light, which owe a lot to 
Turner. But. like Turner, he nev- 
er lost the sense of place, of the 
specific scene behind the 
swirling, beautifully handled 
paint. 

For me, however, Fishwick's 
greatest talent was his mastery 
of that peculiarly English medi- 
um, watercolour. Like Cotraan. 
he knew how to capture a scene 
and an atmosphere in a few del- 
icate strokes and a wash of pale 
colour. He produced, literally, 
thousands of watercolours, 
many of them works of great 
subtlety, but all done quickly, 
casually, like joltings in a note- 
book. He himself took this tal- 
ent for granted and did not set 
much store by it. 

His subjects were mostly 
mountains and moorland, the 
coast and the sea. but his feel- 
ing for them was not just 
painterly. He loved sailing and 
spent a great deal of time pot- 


tering along the south coast of 
Devon in his yacht Freya, but he 
loved the mountains even more. 
I first met Cliff Fisbwick, in 
1956, at Boagran, the Climbers’ 
Chib hut on the north Cornish 
coast west of St Ives. 

At that time, Peter Biven and 
his brother Barrie were putting 
up a series of bold and elegant 
routes on Lhe granite Bosigran 
Cliff and Fisbwick was one 
of their team. He never pre- 
tended to Peter Biven’s extra- 
ordinary strength and rock 
technique, but he was the 
ideal man to have second on the 
rope - unflappable, cheerful and 
as solid as the rock itself. The 
sketches he drew of the routes 
for Biven s 1968 guidebook 
were not only wonderfully ac- 
curate, they were also little 
works of art in themselves, 
sensitive and atmospheric. 

After Biven’s tragic death in 
a climbing accident in 1977, 
Fishwick’s interest in rock 
climbing faded, but not his love 
of the mountains and wild land- 
scapes. Right up until his death, 
he was out every weekend, 
tramping for hours across Dart- 
moor. and he spent his summers 
in the Highlands, climbing the 
MonroesTHe and his son Mart 
used to sail from Cornwall up 
to the west coast of Scotland in 
Mark’s historic yacht Temptress, 
then Cliff would be rowed 
ashore, usually on his own, to 
knock off the peaks he had cho- 
sen for that season. He had al- 
ready picked out the seven he 
planned to climb next summer 
to celebrate his 74th birthday 


when he suffered the stroke that 
killed him . 

He was the least commercial 
of artists and be had a deep mis-, 
trust of galleries. It began with 
his first one-man show in Lon- 
don: all the canvases were sold, 
but the gallery went bust and he 
never got his money. His last 
London show was likewise a 
success and a disaster the pic- 
tures sold but the gallery- 
owner committed suicide soon 
after. Fishwick, in bis modest 
and laconic way, decided he was 
a jinx and made little effort to 
exhibit his work. He preferred 
to keep his paintings to himself, 
as though to check up on his 
progress, and when he sold 
them he sold mostly to friends, 
so that be always knew where 
he could find them. 

Cliff Fishwick was one of the 
few people I know who lived a 
good life in the way he most 
wanted. He and his wife Patri- 
cia, also a painter, and their four 
children were devoted to each 
other, and he managed tp com- . 
bine wort and leisure to an ex- 
traordinary degree. He loved 
the hills and the sea just as much 
as he loved painting and he used 
his talent to bring these three 
passions together. That in itself 
is a great and rare achievement. 

A. Alvarez 


Clifford Fishwick, painter bom 
Accrington, Lancashire 21 June 
1923; Principal, Exeter College of 
An and Design 1958-84; married 
1949 Patricia Fishwick ( two sorts, 
two daughters); died Exeter 22 
January 1997. 


D. F. Swift 


D. F. Swift was one of a small 
group of British sociologists 
Whose empirical and theoreti- 

ral work illuminated the social 

la« impediments to educational 
.opportunity of a class-stratified 
_ society. This was reflected in the 

— Newsom report. Half Our Fu- 
iire, on secondary education 
1963), the Plowden report Chil- 
tren and their Primary Schools 
.1967) and in various govero- 
nent policy initiatives aimed at 
lUeviating disadvantage. 

— Don Swift was boro in a vQ- 
I e age near Liverpool, the son 

and grandson) of a blacksmith, 
vas educated at St Mary’s Col- 
ege, Crosby, and spent National 
lervice in the RAF Police, for a 
Ei ime in Berlin. He trained as a 


teacher at the Cheshire County 
Training College, Alsager, where 
he met his future wife. Enid. 
After a period in secondary 
schools, he returned to higher 
education and at Hull Univer- 
sity read Sociology. Following 
PhD wort at Liverpool, he took 
up a reaching position in Cana- 
da, at the University of Calgary, 
and later returned to Liverpool 
to a post in adult education. 

He doctoral research, a study 
of family background factors on 
the educational performance of 
schoolboys in Liverpool, was in- 
fluential in the burgeoning field 
of sociology of education in 
Britain in the 1960s. With soci- 
ologists at Liverpool Universi- 
ty and a nearby college of 


education. Edge Hill, in 1965 he 
initiated the international jour- 
nal Sociology of Education Ab- 
stracts, now in its 32nd year. In 
1966, he was appointed to Ox- 
ford University's Department of 
Educational Studies, where his 
advanced course in the sociolo- 
gy pf education attracted present 
and future lecturers in the field. 

But it was at the Open Uni- 
versity, where he became a 
Foundation Professor of Edu- 
cational Studies in 1970, that his 
concern for educational op- 
portunity found more practical 
expression. He convened the so- 
ciology of education group 
which contributed to the first 
large-scale BA degree for non- 
graduate teachers, offered by 


means of a purpose-designed, 
structured "distance education'’ 
programme. The group utilised 
an unconventional range of 
perspectives, and its innovative 
textbooks were used world- 
wide on both distance education 
and conventional courses in 
higjher education. As a Pro- Vice- 
Chancellor of the Open Uni- 
versity from 1976 lo 1981. he 
contributed to the establishment 
of what was then a unique in- 
stitution in its early years and 
attracting international interest. 

During the 1980s he became 
acquainted with the Asian- 
Pacific region, for several years 
directing distance education 
programmes in Hong Kong for 
the Llniversitv of East Asia. 


Macau, and lobbying for the es- 
tablishment of such provision in 
Hong Kong itself. In 1988, the 
Open Learning Institute of 
Hong Kong was established, 
with Swift as its first director, 
and he continued as a persistent 
advocate for this new avenue of 
opportunity in a lerriloiy which, 
until then, had very restricted 
access to degree-level study. The 
Open Learning Institute (short- 
ly to become the Open Uni- 
versity of Hong Kong; now has 
over 20,000 students. 

In 1992 he undertook what 
was to prove his final assign- 
ment. as a consultant to the 
South African Institute for Dis- 
tance Education. The huge ed- 
ucational problems of the new 


South Africa offered a fresh 
challenge upon which, by tem- 
perament, belief and experi- 
ence, Swift was ideally suited to 
comment and advise. 

Don Swift was a compara- 
tively private and unflamboyanl 
man. His "religion" was crick- 
et, in which he was an active 
team player each season, and his 
general physical fitness makes 
his sudden and premature 
death the more unexpected. 

Maurice Craft 

Donald Francis Swift, educa- 
tionist: bom Ince Blundell, Lan- 
cashire 37 September 1932 ; 
Professor nf Educational Stud- 
ies, Open University 1970-86, 
Pro-Vice-ChanceUor 1976-81; 



Swift: educational opportunity 


D irector, Open Learning Institute, 
Hong Kong 1988-91; consul- 
tant, South African Instinue for 
Distance Education 1992-97; 
married 1957 Enid Wilkinson 
(one son, raw daughters); died 
Johannesburg 20 January J997. 
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young accomplice to Let tom 

have it, Chris". The defence 
daimed *atBenUey badbeen 
trying to persuade Craig Jo 
hind over his weapon, and 
Bentley's testimony and suose- 
quent evidence from both one 

of the arresting officers and 
from Craig himself suggest that 
the words were never spoken. 
Despite the jury’s 
dation for mercy. Lord Chief 
justice Goddard sentenced 
Bentley to death. Iris Bentley 
unsuccessfully presented peu - 
tioostothe Home Secretary, Sir 
David Maxwell Fyfe. for a re- 
prieve, and her brother was 
hanged in Wandsworth prison 
in January 1953. Her career as 
a campaigner had begun. 

The symbolism of the dock 
in her home, stopped perma- 
nently to show the time of her 
brother's death, cannot be un- 
derstated. Iris and Derek Bent- 
ley were close - they had both 
been buried in the rubble of 
their south London home dur- 
ing the Blitz that killed their 12- 
year-old sister, perek’s death 
marked the blossoming of a res- 
olute and skilled campaigner, 
who was always ready to present 
anti-death penalty arguments 
during the routine clamour for 
state vengeance that regularly 
blights British politics. 

Yet for many years her efforts 
on behalf of her brother were 
ignored, before Derek Ben iley’ s 
story seeped into the public con- 
sciousness via three books and 
a film. Let Him Have It (1991 ). 
Ably assisted by her daughter 
Maria, and despite failing 
health, she forced the police to 
reopen the case in 1992, re- 
sulting in the Horae Secretary 
Kenneth Clarke’s denying a re- 
prieve. Ayear later, the Appeal 
Court ruled that Clarke bad not 
fully considered all the options 
open to him, and his successor 
Michael Howard granted a par- 
tial pardon that upheld the 
conviction, while acknowledg- 
ing that the execution had been 
wrong. 

This was hardly enough to 
placate Iris Bentley's quest for 
justice, and she continued the 
fighL In April 1 997 Derek Bent- 
ley’s case will be reconsidered 
by the Criminal Cases Review 
Commission, and as the result 
of new evidence presented to 
the Home Office last Septem- 
ber. it is possible that a full par- 
don could be announced before 
the commission bears the case. 

Iris Bentley's very presence, 
amidst an increasingly punitive 
law-and-order debate that has 
raged across five decades, has 
served as a reminder both of the 
state’s potential for barbarism; 
and the crimrnaijustiae systems 
inherent fallibility. Indeed, if 
amongst the frantic clamour for 
punishment that in contempo- 
rary society passes for a law-and- 
order delate, some moments of 
reflection are spent considering 
the last 44 years of Iris Bentley's 
Ufe, a much wider definition 
of “victim of crime” becomes 
apparent 

Dick Hobbs 

Iris Bentley, campaigner bom 
London 5 August 1931; died 
London 23 January 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


SIRTHS 

UCK: On Tucsdav 10 Dccwuhcr 14%. 
io Fiona [a6e Dickinson) and Goiy. 
a beautiful daughter. Sophie Grace 
Kerr. 

'ATSOIt Mark and Janet Vtatson an- 
nounce the birth of Alexander 
Lawrence Stuart. 1 December 1996. 
brother to Fiona and Harriet. 

»EATHS 

ilGUS: Grace Elizabeth, died on 16 
January 1997, aged S4. Adored wife 
of Leslie, daughter of postal re- 
lormer Edwin Wells, who pioneered 


(first and second cias&) mail in 1930. 
Funeral service at St Michael and AH 
Angels’ Church. Blackbcalh.al 11am 
on Friday 7 February, fofowsd fcy ac- 
mation ai Elifaam Crematorium. En- 
quiries to Funeral Directors Francis 
Chappell and Sons. 72 High Street. 
Eliham SE9 1BT 

ETSON: Dr Kenneth, homeopath, 
suddenly on 25 January 1997. Cre- 
mation at Exeter & Devon Crema- 
torium at 2pm on Saturday 1 February 
1997. Single pink roses preferred. 
Memorial service later at Exmouthon 
date to be announced. Flower* to P. 
liul 16 Victoria Rd. Tbpsham, Exeter, 
=X3 0EU. Enquiries to Cohn Waugh. 
11592 444000 ext 6134. 
r GAZETTE, telephone 0171-293 4011. 


Birthdays 

Mr Alan Alda, actor, 61; Mr Bobby 
Ball, comedian. 53; Mr Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, dancer, 49: Mr Acker 
BDk, jazz clarinetist, 67; Mr James 
Callaghan MP, 70; Miss Enid Castle, 
former Principal, Cheltenham 
Ladies' College. 61; Sir Oliver 
Chesterton, chartered surveyor. 84; 
Mr James Cran MP, 53; Mr John Ed- 
monds, general secretary, GMB, 53; 
Mr Michael Fakon, former chairman, 
Norwich Union Insurance. 69: Mr 
Gfyn Ford, MEE 47; Sir Anthony 
Gamer, parliamentary and public af- 
fairs consultant, 70; Miss Frances 
Gunxlcv, television and radio pro- 
ducer and broadcaster. 42: Mr John 
Hughes, former Principal of Ruskin 
College, Oxford, 70; Mr Bill Jordan, 
general secretary. International Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions, 61; 
Sir Timothy Kitson, chairman. Prov- 
ident Financial pic, and former MP. 
66; Professor David Lodge, author 
and Honorary Professor of Litera- 
ture. Birmingham University, 62; 
The Rev David Morris. MEP. 67: Mr 
Claes Oldenburg, pop artist. 68: Mr 
Gordon Prentice MP. 46; Mr Nick 
Raynslord MP. 52: Maj-Gen Martin 
Sinnan, former senior executive and 
secretary. Kennel Qub, 69; Sir Trevor 
Sked MP. 79; Mr Ian Sloanc. am- 
bassador to Mongolia, 59; Professor 
John Tbvexicr. composer. 53 ; Mr 
David Thompson, former chairman. 
Rank Xerox UK, 65: Sir Michael 
Weir, former diplomat. 72: The Rev 
Barrington White, former Princi- 


pal. Regent's Park College, Oxford, 
63; The Right Rev- James Whyte, for- 
mer Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
77; Lord Windlesham, Principal, 
Brascnose College, Oxford, 65; 
Robert Wyatt, rock musician, 52. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Charles George Gordon, 
general and hero of Khartoum, 1833; 
Sir Henry Morton Stanley, journal- 
ist and explorer. 184J; Colette 
(Gabricfle Sidonie Colette), author, 
1S73; Artur Rubinstein, pianist. 1889; 
Paul Jackson Pollock, abstract artist, 
1912. Deaths: Charlemagne, Frank- 
ish emperor. 814; Sir Francis Drake, 
sailor, at sea. 1596; Sir Thomas 
Bodley. founder of the Bodleian 
Library, 1615; William Butler Yeats, 
poet and playwright. 1939; Reynal- 
do Hahn, composer, 1947; Herbert 
Ernest Bates, novelist. 1974. On this 
day; the Diet of Worms began, 1521; 
the US space shuttle Challenger ex- 
ploded moments after take-off, 
killing six astronauts and a woman 
teacher. 1986; the Independent on 
Sunday was Erst published, 1990. 
Today is the Feast Day of St 
Amadeus of Lausanne, St Paulin us 
of Aquileia, St Peter Nolaioo, St fr- 
ier Thomas and Si 'nwmas Aquinos. 

ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Hk Priam. Rani ,**t» Hong Knap. 

Changing of the Guard 

Tto c*r,|p, Mraralnl Ripmeal »iuk 

IBc lAmn. I Jc inuid ,l HmCnrb lUm 


Hearsay evidence was admissible in immigration case 


Re Rahman: Court of Appeal 

(Lord Justice Stnughton, Lord 
Justice Hobhouse, Lord Justice 
Hutchison) 11 December 1996 

In determining the validity of 
a person's detention as an ille- 
gal entrant, the High Court was 
entitled to take into account all 
the evidence relied on by the 
Horae Secretary, including such 
as might otherwise be inad- 
missible at common law. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by Saudur 
Rahman against the refusal of 
Mr Justice Collins, on 26 June 
1996, to gram him a writ of 
habeas corpus. The court unan- 
imously dianissed the appeal on 
the point of law as to whether 
certain evidence relied upon by 
the Home Secretary was ad- 
missible. The court by a ma- 
jority (Lord Justice Hutchison 
dissenting) also dismissed the 
appeal on tbe point of fact that 
there was sufficient evidence lo 
conclude that the entrant was 
an illegal iramigranL 

The appellant claimed to 
have been bom in Bangladesh, 


LAW REPORT 
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the son of Abdus Somad. on 29 
July 1967. Abdus Somad had 
British citizenship and was liv- 
ing in the UK in 1 989 when the 
entrant, expressing a wish to 
join him, was granted a certifi- 
cate of entitlement to the right 
of abode in the UK. In No- 
vember 1990 he obtained a 
British passport. 

In 1991 the appellant’s wife, 
Rina Akhter, whom he married 
in 1988, applied fora certificate 
of entitlement for herself and 
their two sons to join him in the 
LHC. Before that application was 
granted, the Home Secretary re- 
ceived denunciatory letters 
claiming that one of the two 
boys was actually their nephew 
and that the appellant himself 
was not whom he claimed to be 
but a man named Mohammed 
Surab Ali Tlilukder. 

The Home Secretary acting 
through entrance clearance of- 
ficers in Bangladesh instituted 
inquiries about the appellant in 


28 January 1997 
two villages. It was common 

ground that the interview evi- 
dence thus obtained, if pre- 
sented in admissible form and 
uncontradicted would justify 
the conclusion that deception 
had been established lo the req- 
uisite high standard. But with- 
out some of this evidence there 
was insufficient evidence to 
support that conclusion. 

The appellant argued that 
the evidence of the village vis- 
its, in particular the interviews 
tendered by way of affidavits 
from immigration officers, was 
inadmissible in legal proceed- 
ings in this country because it 
was hearsay, and that the judge 
should not have taken it into 
account in determining the va- 
lidity of the appellant's deten- 
tion as an illegal entrant. 

The question of law was thus 
whether a court, when inquir- 
ing into the truth of facts on 
which an adminBtrativc tiecision 
had been based, was entitled to 


look at all the material on 
which the decision-maker le- 
gitimately relied, or only such 
evidence as was presented in 
strictly admissible form. 

Michael SInimpian f SafAwas, Luton l 
for die appellant; Mark Shaw {Trea- 
sury Sidiciror) for r he Home Secretary. 

Lord Justice Hobhouse said it 
was common ground the gov- 
erning authority was R v Home 
Secretary, ex p Khawaja jl984] 
AC 74, and that where the sec- 
retary of state sought to declare 
a person an illegal entrant, he 
must prove he was in fact an il- 
legal enlranL 

1 The tenor of their Lord- 
ships speeches in Khawaja was 
an acceptance of evidence 
which did not necessarily meet 
the criteria of admissibility for 
a court conducting a trial. It was 
implicit that the court could 
take into account all relevant 
material, making appropriate 
allowance for the weight to be 


attached to it, which of course 
did not exclude the view that 
certain evidence should be dis- 
regarded if it was not worthy of 
aity weight. The same conclu- 
sion was implicit in- the judg- 
ments in Ex pane hfiah [19891 
JAR 559, and Ex parte Muse 
[1992JIAR282. 

The original determination 
(taking into account all mate- 
rial evidence) was either valid 
or in valid; the entrant either 
was or was not an illegal en- 
franL If the entrant chaflenged 
the validity of the decision in 
the courts, the exclusion of 
otherwise inadmissible evi- 
dence might result in a valid de- 
cision being held invalid. That 
could not be correcu 

The role of the court in 
these cases was to consider all 
the available material and to de- 
efoe for itself whether it had 
been satisfied by the secretary 
of state that the applicant was 
an illegal enlranL The appeal 
m the point of law therefore 

fanl Magrath, Barrister 
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2002, and Major prepares for a sixth Tory term . . . 
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T he spring of ‘02 has been slow 
coming. Snow* still covers much 
of Kent. the eastern counties 
and Scotland. But it is only really in the 
last of these that the looming general 
election excites much interest. Scot- 
land. in ihe grip of some of the worst 
weather for a generation, is clearly on 
the edge of electing its first National- 
ist majority; the SNP leader, his “pro- 
visional cabinet” swollen by former 
Labour politicians, has already drafted 
his Declaration of Independence. The 
King is greatly worried, and has caused 
a flurry by making what many consider 
an overtly political speech on the sub- 
ject — but most of his subjects are Eng- 
lish and unconcerned. The “Scottish 
question” has been endlessly debated 
and now bores most readers and view- 
ers rigid. 

For the Conservatives in England, the 
election is virtually a foregone conclu- 
sion. John Majors victory five years ear- 
lier destroyed Labour, and sent it into 
splinters, now standing as Socialist 
Labour, the New Democrats and Young 
Britain. But the leaders of the post- 
Labour parties - Livingstone, Cooper 
and Mandelson - have been unable to 
reach an election pact and will be lucky 
to scrape 150 seats between them. 
Despite the gloomy warnings of 1997, 
victory has kept the Tory tribe together 
and scattered its enemies. 

The golden economic prospects held 
out by Mr Major at the last election 


never quite materialised - golden 
prospects rarely do - and the Irish 
problem is unresolved. But terrorism 
is no more of a problem than through 
the previous decade - unpleasant but 
containable. The Tbrics seem to have 
demonstrated that they can govern in 
perpetuity without alienating their 
core supporters. Admittedly, inflation 
and interest rates are both rising. But 
Mr Major says that this is a natural 
cause of the economic cycle - just like 
the lower inflation and interest rates 
of five years before. 

European union, the great divisive 
issue of the previous decade, seems to 
have been resolved by the 1999 Ant- 
werp Congress. Politically, Britain is 
now “out”, though remaining as a 
member of the Continent's Economic 
Pact, a loose trading association. France, 
Germany and Italy are at the core of a 
new EU, which proclaims itself proudly 
and unashamedly to be “Europe - a 
nation in the making". Monetaiy Union 
is to begin in a year’s time, following 
Germany’s postponement, after a fierce 
Bundestag debate; but for Britain, that 
is we!) off the agenda. 

Korean, Japanese and, increasingly, 
Russian and Chinese investors are 
deeply worried about what is known as 
“the English conundrum”: whether the 
economic benefits of locating in a 
deregulated, low-interference econ- 
omy are outweighed by the political 
threats of being outside the EU. Since 



ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON EH5DL 
TELEPHONE 0171-293 2000 / 0171-345 2000 FAX 0171-293 2435 / 0171-345 2435 


Britain left it, the Union has become 
distinctly more protectionisr in tone, as 
higher unemployment and xenophobia 
from politicians persuades voters to 
blame Asia and America for their 
woes. French and German ministers 
have warned Samsung and Nissan 
about their “unfriendly” policies, and 
the new Toyota Glib one-door saloon 
is to be built outside Madrid. There 
have been some serious defence indus- 
try blows. But few factories have been 
moved, and for as long as the conun- 
drum is unresolved. Prime Minister 
Major is unlikely to receive much of 
the blame. 


Unemployment, which fell as low as 
4 percent, is now rising again; this, too, 
the Government explains as cyclical. 
Low wages and insecurity, as well as 
the increasingly harsh anti-slacker 
rhetoric of ministers and commenta- 
tors, have produced a steadily more 
aggressive underclass. Violent crime 
has continued to rise. Prisons are 
being built at an accelerating rate. 
There have been riots for the past two 
summers in London and most of the 
larger cities. Because of this, the mood 
of the country is less liberal, less tol- 
erant, than before. Lord Tebbit has 
formed a pro-hanging pressure group 


which has attracted the support of five 
million signatories. 

Middle-class voters are more con- 
cerned about the rising insurance costs 
of a private health system which has out- 
stripped the NHS in many parts of the 
country. But schools, outside the con- 
trol of local authorities, are generally 
less of a national talking point than they 
were in 1997. Paradoxically, given the 
anti-European Union stance of the 
Government, British schooling is rather 
more like the French system: more cen- 
tralised, uniform and traditional in 
style than before. 

Following the Prime Minister’s per- 
sonal agenda, much more is being 
spent on sport and on military train- 
ing. This gives Britain a slow but 
encouraging rise in its world r anking 
in team sports, but has also produced 
a rather more practical and ruthless 
class of teenage burglar. 

Local government has subsided. 
With most services either centralised 
or privatised, voting and support for 
the town hall has fallen even below its 
low level in the Nineties. Central gov- 
ernment now runs not only schools and 
colleges, but takes most transport, 
planning, urban regeneration and 
housing decisions of any significance. 

To co-ordinate all this activity, the 
Environment Secretary, Neil Hamil- 
ton, announced the creation of pow- 
erful county and city bosses, reporting 
directly to ministers, in 2000. lb begin 


with, these were simply called local 
commissioners. After intervention 
from the Deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael Portillo, the Government 
took the bold step of reviving the polit- 
ical significance of the lord lieu- 
tenants; all counties and boroughs now 
have one. 

- As voters prepare for the election of 
2002, therefore, they are better off than 
they were. The bleakest warnings of 
Labour’s last leader have not been ful- 
filled. But people are uneasy about the 
future and unhappy about many 
aspects of contemporary Britain. 
Middle England is glad to be outside 
one union, the European one, and can 
tolerate the dissolution of the other 
union, the one with Scotland. The 
result, however, seems to be a coun- 
try which, far from being more at ease 
with itself, is less resolved about its 
place in the world than it was five years 
earlier. This time,, however, there 
seems little alternative ... 

Is this a realistic sketch of Britain under 
another five years of Mr Major? Party 
propagandists on both sides will say no 

- that it is too apocalyptic, or not nearly 
apocalyptic enough. To its, scanning the 
main themes of the Chequers summit 
and other recent policy speeches, it 
seems a plausible one, which highlights 
the dangers and the opportunities of five 
more Tory years. We shall see. Or; much 
likelier, we won V. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Sanctions hit 
Iraqis but 
help Saddam 
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Tb argue that the UN Security 
Council has acted “with humane 
understanding" is injudicious. The 
criteria for the lifting of sanctions 
have repeatedly changed, and this 
has resulted in their prolongation 
for six-and-a-half years. In this 
period, 750,000 people have 
perished through lack of medicines 
and malnutrition. 

Mr Berman is mistaken in 
assuming that the partial lifting of 
sanctions currently under way will 
bring notable improvement. Only 
$1.06bn of the food-for-oil revenue 
over a six-month period can go on 
food and medical supplies. For the 
18 million Iraqis under government 
nde, this amounts to $9 per person 
per month. Before the Gulf crisis, 
Iraq imported two- thirds of its 
food; a recent UN report found 
Iraq would need $ 22 bn every six 
months just to feed its population. 

Even more serious is the fact 
that only $l?m may go on essential 
infrastructure, such as chemicals 
for sewage treatment or parts for 
■water pumping equipment. Most of 
the child deaths since August 1990 
have been due to the inadequate 
jamtation system left after Allied 
bombings during the Gulf war, Mr 




- ' . Sir: The Iraqi people face a 

. . ’ situation that is close to starvation. 

• - . ; Whoever is responsible, Saddam 

. Hussein or the United Nations 

- - (letters. 20, 25 January), we cannot 

. Vj" turn a blind eye to what is 
■ . happening to millions of innocent 

- .' I’/ P people. We argue against the 

continuation of sanctions for the 
’ ; • following reasons. 

Sanctions.whichareby 
definition imposed to create 
' ‘ • hardship, cannot be implemented 

" - - in a manner which spares the 
vulnerable. It is against the spirit 

• and letter of article 38 of the - 

• - fct convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UN, 1989). 

si: Sanctions have resulted in a crime 

- - ' explosion which the government is 

. ■ : : _ j.i ic trying to control by decreeing new 
' . . n barbaric punishments. 

* . « The sale of a limited amount of 

... • oil to pay for food and medicine 

imports under Secu rity Council 
. i s: resolution 986 will result in only 
-_’t very limited benefits to the ordinary 
: . . : Iraqi. Although this amount would 

• ";>.£• certainly help the needy, 

... zii- implementation of this resolution 
would result only in prolongation of 
” .5. sanctions, with most of the 

population still in poverty and most 
families receiving less than the 
minimum daily food requirements. 
■' At the moment the government 

- food ration provides two-thirds of 

: energy needs. The implementation 

' ” ^ of resolution 986 will not 

significantly improve this situation. 

- f ' Sanctions have weakened Iraqis' 

-'•'.r will for change and their ability to 

rise up to overthrow the 

- di cta lorship. The argument for 

• r * i lifting sanctions is overwhelming 

on both a simple humanitarian 
.-.v ~ * level and a political one. It is the 

- Iraqi people, after all, who will 

„■ - v - decide Saddam’s fate. 

. r.7i- Evidence indicates that a 

democratic Iraq is not on the 
West’s agenda; a weakened and 
■ un threatening Iraq is. 

’. - • V - Dr MOHAMED AL-RUBEAI 
Iraqi Victims of War Appeal 
London W6 


Sin Eric Berman (letter, 25 
January) may be director of UN 
Watch, but he cannot have read the 
recent reports of the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation, the 
World Health Organisation and 
Unicefon the continuing effect of 
sanctions on the Iraqi population. 
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Why London may 
regret Labour 

Sir. The combination of Gordon 
Brown’s recent statements and 
Glenda Jackson's articles has 
proved devastating for Londoners. 

Gordon Brown has announced 
that there is no more money for 
London Transport and Glenda 
Jackson has made it dear that there 
will be a moratorium on roads and 
an end to support for new or 
extended railways. So under a 
Labour government you would have 
the double whammy of no money 
and no lines - an end to hopes for 
Crossrail and the Cheisea/Hackney 
line, for East London Line 
extensions and Thameslink 2000 
development; question marks over 
Croydon Ttemnnk and the 
Docklands Light Railway extension 
to Lewisham; no new river 
crossings, such as at Woolwich and 
Galleons Reach; and a full stop to 
works on the A40 and A13. 

% contrast this government is 
offering Londoners real 
improvements in existing services, 
with £I.5bn core investment 
expected on the London 
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Berman blames the continuation of 
sanctions on the refusal of the Iraqi 
leadership to destiny all the weapons 
the Security Council demands. 
However, international law is not 
made at the behest of the Security 
Coomril, and the states of the world 
did not sign up to a global tyranny. 
The powers of the Security Council 
were conferred upon it by the 
Charter of the UN, which recognises 
in Artide 51 the “inherent" right of 
states to possess weapons. 

GLEN RANGWALA 
Durham 
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Underground over the next three 
years and new projects such as the 
Jubilee Line extension, DLR south 
of the river and tram links for 
Croydon, Wimbledon and 
Beckenham. 

Glenda Jackson, in her article 
“Don’t sell out theThbe” (18 
January), says she wants to see a 
partnership with the private sector. 
So why has Labour opposed every 
such partnership we have 
introduced over the past 17 years? 
The next proof of our successful 
partnership will be the coming on 
stream of 106 privately financed 
Northern Line trains and the start 
of services on the Heathrow 
Express from Paddington. 

JOHN BOWIS 

Minister for Transport in London 
Department Of Transport 
London SW1 


A clergyman 
confesses all 

Sin I confess. I was one of those 200 
clergy telephoned by The Sunday 
Times for the random poll whose 
results you report (“Clergy forget 
Commandments," 27 January). 

I gave yes/no answers to deep 
and complex questions about my 
beliefs, ranging from premarital sex 
and adultery, through the Virgin 
Birth and Resurrection, to the most 
Christian party leader. And when 
asked to recite the Ten 
Commandments, I resisted the 
temptation to open the Bible on my 
desk or the one in my computer, 
and recited them. 


Regrettably I missed one out. 
The delightful researcher 
prompted me.- “That’s only nine." 
But 1 couldn't then remember 
which I had said and which I hadn't. 
She helped again: “It’s a biggie.” 
They are all “biggies" to me, so that 
didn’t help, and I said, “Put me 
down for nine out of ten." 

“It was ‘Thou shall not kill'," she 
told me, before courteously ringing 
off. It was a very easy way for a 
busy, or lazy, journalist to create a 
story on a dull Sunday. 

I reel much better now - not 
because I have confessed, but 
because with all the opportunities 
for research and reference 77ie 
Independent also can’t list the Thn 
Commandments. You omitted 
“Remember the Sabbath day and 
keep it holy." 

As I try not to shop on Sunday, 
I’m grateful that you reported the 
story in Monday s paper. 

Rev STEPHEN LEEKE 
Warbqys. 

Cambridgeshire 
Report, page 3 

Cars? No way 

Sin Roger Bell implies that all 
bridleways are open to moior 
vehicles (“Why go on all fours?”. 25 
January). Bridleways are legally 
open only to horses, pedal cycles 
and pedestrians. Even horse drawn 
vehicles are banned unless given 
permission by the landowner. 

Motor vehicles are legally 
permitted on unclassified roads 
and “byways open to all traffic". 

J HOWELLS 
WilUngton, Derbyshire 


Educate young 
taste buds 

Sin I read with interest the debate 
on children eating their greens 
(“Eat those greens", 24 January, 
letters, 23, 24, 27 January). I am a 
nutritionist with two children aged 
seven and four. I succeeded in Nath 
cases, and this is how I think it 
worked. 

They never touched a jar of baby 
food. From breast-feeding they 
were weaned on simple, home- 
made foods - purged apple, carrot 
or rice - then the same food as we 
ate. All meals eaten at home are a 
family occasion. 

Nowadays they eat most 
vegetables and fruits. Sometimes 
they go off one or another for a 
time, and we don’t insist We had a 
few very short-lived battles in the 
early days, solved by making them 
eat the vegetable first before 
moving on to the rest of the meal. 
There was no question of 
disguising taste -this does not 
solve the problem. We were 
absolutely consistent and the 
battles didn’t last They never 
starved themselves in retaliation, 
either. 

Food and drinks aimed at 
children are very high in sugar, 
salt, flavour enhancers etc, and 
dull their taste buds. Thereafter 
children enjoy only more of the 
same. The sad results are to be 
seen in menus for children in 
restaurants. Why not simply 
share an adult main course? Taste 
buds deserve education, as does 
the ear for music or the eye for 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax: 0171-293 2056; e-mail letters (s independeru. co.uk). 

E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for lengfh and clarity. 


an, and perhaps more so because 
long-term health depends on it. 
Dr LAURENCE VILLARD 
Oxford 

Sir: Emma Haughton and her 
partner's methods to gel children 
to eat greens were traumatic for all 
the family. 

There is a gentler but longer- 
term method, which starts by 
introducing the wonder of spring 
and summer growth. If a garden, 
allotment, suitable patio space or 
even a window-box is available, 
spring onions, lettuce or radishes 
can be grown. The involvement of 
children from as early an age as 
possible is to be encouraged. 

The best way of getting children 
to “eat greens" is to involve them 
very gently in their production. 

KEN MOORE 
Milton Keynes 
Buckinghamshire 


Virtually safe? 

Sir: A great deal of space and time 
is being given to telephone banking' 
and other developments likely to 
lead to the closure of high-street 
banks, but I have yet to see any 
mention of the future of a very 
important service which these 
establishments provide: providing 
safe storage for valuable items such 
as jewellery and confidential 
papers. 

Many thousands of people are 
prepared to pay a small fee to 
ensure that items such as these are 
safe but reasonably accessible. Will 
someone please tell us whether this 
service will still be available in the 
futun^ and if so how it will be 
provided? 

JKC HENDERSON 
Leatherhead, Surrey 


Quick march 
into the past 

Sir: On hearing of the 
Government's latest initiative to 
encourage school cadet forces 
(report, 23 January; letters, 24, 25 
January) I was reminded of a turn 
of events some 38 years ago, when 1 
was a 16-year-old member of a 
grammar school cadet force. 

Up to this time, my friends and I 
had obediently complied with the 
CCF training, looking on it as a 
reasonable preparation for 
National Service. As soon as the 
announcement came that 
compulsory service was to be 
discontinued, rendering the 
training quite irrelevant, a large 
number of us suddenly realised our 
disgust with gun culture, and left 
the CCF forthwith. 

Were we wimps, presagers of 
Sixties' flower power, or teenagers 
rebelling against our fathers’ 
traditions? I feel that we had it 
right. 

RICHARD TYACK 
High Barnet, Hertfordshire 

Sin Some 60 years ago I was a 
squaddie in an Officers Training 
Corps unit, the predecessor of 
today's Combined Cadet Force at a 
minor public school Mill HiD. 

I remember being hauled out of 
bed at a badly early hour to climb 
into rough, 01-fiuing khaki uniform 
and take hold of a First-Worl d -War 
rifle almost twice my weight, and 
then to be bullied around the 
schoolyard. 

“Left, right, left, right. About 
turn,” shouted the little bugger who 
had earned sergeant’s stripes, and 
who was also head prefect This 
nasty )roung bully later beat me 
with ms prefectorial cane (a thing 
allowed in those days) because he 
claimed that I had acted in an 
importunate fashion by “singing 
too loudly" when he bad ordered 
his platoon to march to the sound 
of good old military songs such as 
“Tipperary". 

I have remained eternally 
grateful for my experience in the 
OTC. It taught me an abiding 
contempt for mindless, petty 
authority. 

DONALD GOULD 
Cambridge 

Sin There is a strange belief 
current that soldiers and military 
cadets are better behaved than 
ordinary people . 

On parade. Lhe average soldier is 
a model of discipline, respect, and 
mindless obedience. Off duty, 
however, he and his loyal team- 
mates have been known to cause 
unseemly disturbances, to speak 
disrespectfully of their betters, and 
to nick whatever is not nailed 
down. 

Some of the arguments 
advanced in favour of persuading 
adolescent boys to pretend to be 
soldiers are redolent of the 
Thirties. 

In the new world of peaceful 
negotiation under a nuclear 
umbrella, Britain needs schools full 
of army recruits as much as 
Switzerland needs an expanded 
navy. 

MAURICE HILL 
Javea, Spain 

Sir: What kind of people are 
running this country? First short, 
sharp shocks, then boot camps, and 
now military training for 
schoolchildren! 

Ten years down the road, do we 
see Nuremberg-style rallies for our 
schoolboys? And what have they in 
mind for the girls’? 

Are these people mad, or just 
I dangerous? 

1 EJL THURGOOD 
! Great Barton, Suffolk 
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It is 30 years since 
Christiaan 
Barnard carried 
out the first organ 
transplant, yet the 
UK still has no 
rules for who gets 
treated - and who 
is left to die 


by Jack O’Sullivan 


F or nearly three decades, surgeons 
have been saving patients on the 
verge of death thanks to organ 
transplantation. These days, the 
pioneering work of Christiaan 
Barnard is almost routine but still miraculous for 
those lucky enough to receive a new heart, lung 
or liver. Yet the reasons why some are chosen 
and others are turned away remain shrouded in 
secrecy. It is extraordinary that those refused a 
transplant typically accept the derision without 
rancour. They certainly do not contest it publidy. 
And then, usually, they die. 

The case of 15-year-old Michelle Paul, the 
teenage drug user who died after being refused 
a liver transplant, has, however, thrown a rare 
spotlight on the Godlike powers doctors retain 
in determining which patients receive the small, 
limited supply of vital transplant organs - and 
who dies. Even now, few people appreciate the 
lack of rules governing these powers. 

Christianity's God promises eternal life if you 
abide by 10 dearly defined commandments, but 
there are no such national guidelines to inform 
a dying person what is required to qualify for a 
new liver, heart, lung or kidney. Without such 
rules, it is difficult to seek judicial review of a 
doctor's decision. So unless transplantation 
from pigs is perfected and offers a plentiful 


supply of replacement organs, patients must 
place their hopes in the paternalistic hands of 
the doctors whose preferences control this 
particular lottery. 

You might think qualification depends on 
being next on the waiting list or on being seri- 
ously ill or on being young or having dependent 
children. Doctors certainly consider these fac- 
tors. They take extremely seriously the respon- 
sibility of deciding between competing claims. 
But there is no formal points system, which, 
though imperfect, would at least be transparent 
and contestable. In practice, the final derision 
is left to a doctor’s discretion by the United King- 
dom Transplant Support Services Authority, a 
doctor-dominated body which oversees the 
system for the NHS. Doctors alone decide 
whether someone is even put on the waiting list. 

There is, therefore, little to prevent a surgeon 
from choosing to give little Johnny a new liver 
because his dad is an old friend from university 
and the surgeon couldn’t possibly let him down. 
If a surgeon behaved in this way, the public 
would not discover his reasoning because there 
is no legal requirement upon doctors to explain 
why they gave one patient an organ and turned 
down another. The authorities judge that such 
decisions - and evea the people who make them 
- are best kept out of the public gaze. 
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Christiaan Barnard in 1967 with the first heart-transplant patient, Louis Washkansky 


This hidden, unaccountable world is typical of 
a health service that refuses to involve the public 
in the rationing of health care. It has disturbing 
echoes of Michael Crichton’s 1978 fantasy 
thriller Coma in which comatose patients are 
used as donors for organ transplants. At the 
denouement, Richard Widmark, the chief 
surgeon at the centre of the plot, protests that 
he and his colleagues behave like gods because 
□either the public nor politicians are willing to 
face the hard issues raised by medical advances. 

T his much is certainly true of the British 
transplant programme, according to a 
research project just completed during a 
British government-sponsored Atlantic Fellow- 
ship by Jeffrey Prottas, Professor of Public 
Policy at Brandeis University, Boston. Dr Prottas 
has discovered that there is no easy way to check 
that organs are being used equitably. Socio- 
economic data on those given organs - and those 
denied - are not collected. So we do not know 
if selection for transplant is biased in terms of 
race or class. One can only rely on a suspicion 
that a system run largely by white, professional 
men will, however inadvertently, benefit their 
group disproportionately. 

“At a local level", says Dr Prottas. “there is no 
public oversight of what happens to organs. 
Who’s next depends on the physician in charge 
who may vary from day to day. So Dr Small might 
have a different set of priorities on Thursdays 
chan Dr Jones does on Fridays. 

“The system works. 1 have no reason to believe 
that bad derisions are being made under what 
people in the transplant world call the 'club 
rules'. And the outcomes in terms of survival are 
as good as, for example, the United States. But 


sometimes personal compassion can take over 
from professional judgement. For example, 
maybe the husband of a senior colleague needed 
the transplant, so something had to happen.” 

A further problem with the British system, says 
Dr Prottas, is that it is difficult to tell whether 
the NHS gives every region the same chance of 
transplants. There is little requirement on 
regions to share non-renal organs, except in an 
emergency. (One out of every pair of kidneys 
collected must be offered into a national pool) 
So if you live in an area where relatives are reluc- 
tant to permit organ donation or where the 
health authorities are poor at procurement, your 
chances of survival may be considerably lower 
when your liver fails than for someone living else- 
where in the country. 

The death of Michelle Paul suggests that the 
UK transplant system, which has long worked 
within a cosy professional consensus, may be 
fragile. Like the' blood transfusion service, it 
relies on the trust of the public, which is the 
source of donated organs. If that trust falls apart 
grieving relatives may in future be less generous 
with the remains of their loved ones. 

That danger has already been faced in the US 
where there arc now far more rules than in 
Britain to determine rights to a transplant. Last 
year, in a case similar to Michelle Paul's, a 
woman with Down's syndrome was refused an 
organ transplant because doctors judged her 
incapable ol maintaining the lifelong drug 
regime required to prevent rejection. A public 
outcry provoked a review which overturned that 
decision - it emerged that the woman, though 
retarded, held down a job and was responsible. 
Michelle Paul, before she died, had no such 
opportunity of a fair and impartial hearing. 
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Should those 
who abuse 
their bodies 
pay the price? 

by Glenda Cooper 

1 / But in the world of modem health care it seems 
some patients are now more equal than others. 

‘ The allegations made last week that a 
had been denied a liver transplant after taking ecstay 
raised once again the moral question: if a pa^nt » a 
smoker, a drinker or a drug abuser does that somehow 
make them less worthy of treatment than virtuous people 

who have eaten their greens eveiy day? 

The details of Michelle Paul s case are not vet known, 
as the fatal accident inquiry has been adjourned imai 
April when Ms Paul’s surgeon, Hilaiy Sanfrey. wB have 
the chance to testify. But if it does emerge that Ms Paul 
was denied the chance of a fiver transplant solely on 
“moral grounds”, because of her drug use, this will make 
us question anew the values we apply when deciding who 

gets treatment. ... 

Drug users are not the first people to fall foul of implicit 
rationing in the NHS. In the past there have been c airns 
that smokers and drinkers have been left at the back of the 
queue. In 1993 Harry EJphick, 47. was refused treatment 
for a heart condition because he was a_ heavy smoker. 
Consultants at Wythenshawe hospital in Manchester told 
him that tests to show if a by-pass was needed Were not 
ca rried out on smokers. Mr Elphick quit his 25-a-day habit 
but died a week before he was due to see doctors again. 

Then in 1995 it was reported that transplant units were 
under pressure to stop offering £60.000 fiver transplants to 
alcoholics, after evidence from the US that most patients 
return to heavy drinking after the operation. By some 
criteria it seems a logical policy. The UK Transplant 
Support Services Authority reports that there was a 6,000- 
strong waiting list for all organ transplants at the beginning 
of 19%. By the end of the year, despite 2,750 taking place, 
the waiting list had grown by 5 per cenL 
So why should the rest of us pay for a new heart for 
someone who has brought their condition upon 
themselves by puffing away on 40-a-day? Why should 
someone who regularly consumes three bottles of vodka a 
day - as Jim Baxter, the former Scottish football 
international who received two new livers was said to do 
- receive a new organ after bringing cirrhosis upon 
themselves? This is, after all, the real world where there 
are never enough organs to go round and the dangers of 
excessive drinking or smoking have been dear for years. 

But to start rationing because of deviant lifestyles is a 
dangerous step. The General Medical Council felt the 
need to make its view explicit in 1995 when it issued 
revised guidelines making it clear that doctors “must not 
allow their views about a patient's lifestyle, culture, beliefs, 
race, colour, sex, sexuality, age, social status, or perceived 
economic worth to prejudice the treatment they give or 
arrange”. The council added that doctors “must not refuse 
or delay treatment because [they] believe that patients* 
actions have contributed to their condition”. The British 
Medical Association said decisions must be made on 
clinical need and "patients should not be discriminated 
against on the basis of moral judgements”. 

Where, after aft, do moral judgements leave us? There 
have also been allegations of discrimination and prejudice 
against drunk drivers, gay men with HTV, women seeking 
abortions, people from ethnic minorities and the elderly. 
In the end, should dentists refuse to treat children who 
have persistently and defiantly eaten sweets all their lives? 

If a smoker, a drinker or a drug user is unlikely to 
survive a complicated transplant operation then, in the 
real world, it is better to give the organ to someone who 
can benefit more. But to condemn them purely for their 
habit and refuse to treat them on that basis is repulsive. 

Surety it is more important to encourage more people to 
pledge their organs for use after their death so the waiting 
list can be contained, rather than stigmatising people for 
their habits. Life unworthy of life” was, after aft the 
phrase used by the Naas to justify the murder of 100 000 
psychiatric patients in the run-up to the Final Solution 
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A defining moment in British history 

here are several ways up later and later with a class , — «■ , CANDmaTi? _ .. 


T here are several ways 
of filling in the lime 
before the next 
election. One is to put your 
head in the sand and pretend 
it may never happen, as the 
Tories seem to be doing. 
Another is to shrug your 
shoulders and say that it 
won't make a lot of 
difference either way, as the 
electorate seems to be doing. 
And another approach is to 
get so terribly excited that 
you even start speculating 
over what might be in the 
Toiy manifesto, the approach 
preferred by the media. 

For the remaining handful 
of us who are determined to 
take this election seriously, ie 
to look for a way of getting 
the Tories out without letting 
Labour in. I am providing a 
series of election guides of 
which this is the first, a 
glossary of the main terms 
which you will be hearing in 
the run-up to the election. 
ABSTAIN 

On election night it is 
traditional to wait up and 
watch the results coming in 
on television. OccasiomUly it 
is fairly dear quite early on 
which side is going to win. 
but these days it lends to be 
a close-run thing, so you sit 


up later and later with a glass 
in your hand which you keep 
refilling. The more you refill 
the glass, the hazier things 
get and you finally forget 
which one is Dr Mawhinncy 
and which one is Vincent 
Hanna, and all the 
Dimblebys merge into one 
big Dimbleby. and finally you 
roll into bed drunk but happy 
at 4am, and the next morning 
your partner says, “So who 
won?” and you find you can't 
remember. So when this 
election does finally come, it 
is probably best to try to 
abstain on the night. 
ADDRESS 

It is traditional for each 
candidate to send out a 
leaflet with his or her 
election address on it. Oddly 
enough, the only address that 
is ever given in foil is not that 
of the candidate but of the 
printer of the IcafleL 
ADOPTION 

When a constituency party 
chooses a candidate, it is said 
to adopt him. This is so that 
later on, if the candidate 
fails, the party committee 
can send for him and say: 
“I'm afraid we’ve got 
something to tell you. Jim. 
You're not our real 
candidate. You're only 



Miles 

Kington 

adopted. So we are kicking 
you out. Sony." 
BLOOTERED 
A Scottish word for not 
abstaining. 

BROAD CHURCH 
Whenever a party is accused 
of lacking unity, it defends 
itself by saying that it is big 
enough to risk disagreement 
in its ranks and is not afraid 
of debate, unlike the other 
side. It then says: “We are a 
broad church.” If it means 
anything, this means that they 
are broad-minded enough to 
accept agnostics and atheists 
if things get bad enough. 


CANDIDATE 
A person who wants to 
become an MP, and is 
therefore by definition a bit 
of a loony, is called a 
candidate. If he or she 
succeeds in becoming an MP 
they will be sent to a large 
home for the incurable in 
London called the House of 
Commons where they tan 
mix with others suffering 
from the same delusions. 
Note that a candidate never 
describes himself as simply a 
candidate. He always calls 
himself “your” candidate. 
“Hello, I am your Tory 
candidate,” he tells you. THU 
is untrue. He is not your 
candidate. He is the Tory 
party’s candidate, and if 
elected he will not become 
your MP- he will become 

the Toty party’s MP. 

CLARK, ALAN 
We shall be seeing a lot more 
of Mr Alan Dark in the 
election run-up. Among 
other thin^ he is the first 
Tory candidate in history who 
has ever been selected on the 
grounds that he will get a 
good diary out of the next 
parliament. He has been 
chosen for what is described 
as a “safe Tbry seat", a 
concept which has otherwise 


almost disappeared from 
meaningful discourse, and 
will therefore have more 
time than most Tories to go 
on radio and TV He is also 
believed to be the first Tbiy 
candidate to be chosen for 
his age. which is 69. fo most 
candidates this would be 
thought to be over the hill, 
but in dark’s case it is 
thought to be a good sign 
that he is now too old to 
chase the girls, or at least to 
catch them . 
CONSTITUENCY 
As election night rolls on, 
this becomes the hardest 
word of all to say. As a 
matter of fact, people who 
are auditioned for the 

presentation of Election 

Night Special have to drink 
two stiff whiskies and then 
say “The Chichester 

cotKtituencjr" three times 

without a mistake 
DEPOSIT 

A small mark on a ballot 

paper which leads Jt being 

deemed a spoQt vote” ^ 

^ wstelt range even 
farther into the alphabet 
arming to reach such 
landmarks as " elder 
itetomnn * \~frnge candidate” 

and spm doctor”. Starr 

collecting now/ 
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Michael Portillo 
misjudged politics 
and public 


T here used jo be some- 
thing called the New 
Right. It didn't mind be- 
ing a divisive force within 
British Conservatism. Indeed it 
wasn't really conservative at all, 
but radical. It imported some 
of its ideas from the United 
States. Its figurehead, Mar- 
garet Thatcher, was never un- 
ambiguously New Right, but 
many of her younger and most 
devoted followers were. Most 
of them had scant respect for 
institutions such as Lhe Bar, the 
BBC and Oxbridge. Some of 
them were convinced libertar- 
ians. At least one present min- 
ister was an advocate of legal- 
ising heroin when he was, like 
Michael Portillo, a backbench 
member of the Thatcherite No 
Turning Back group. And while 
they weren’t remotely repub- 
lican. they weren’t misty-eyed 
ultra-monarchists, either. They 
weren’t really all that interested 
in the subject. 

But having hijacked the Tory 
bus for a decade or more, the 
most ambitious of them started 
to recognise that many of its 
passengers had other, more 
old fashioned, obsessions. The 
attempt by the pretenders of 
the new right to reconnect to 
the old right has been a sub- 
merged but important story of 
the last Gve years. It is surely 
part of why" in 1994 Portillo 
started making the odd speech 
lamenting the disrepute into 
which the country’s ancient institutions, includ- 
ing the monarchy, had fallen. This was all the 
more striking because he came horn Lhe wing 
of the party which had shown the healthiest dis- 
respect for tradition. And it was part, perhaps, 
of why John Redwood made the refitting of 
Britannia an eye-catching centre-piece of his 
1995 Tory leadership campaign. All this 
reached a kind of zenith in the House of Com- 
mons on Wednesday, when Portillo delighted 
a wide section of his party, and appeared to 
trump his leadership rival Redwood, by 
announcing that Britannia was to be replaced, 
at a cost of £60m, from public funds. 

Portillo has run into trouble on two fronts, 
First, he has been caught playing party polit- 
ics with the monarchy, much has upset the 
very Palace courtiers the announcement was 
designed to please. He might just have escaped 
that charge - witheringly levelled by Sir 
Edward Heath yesterday - had he not made 
the revealing slip on Sunday of gloating that 
Labour had been “‘wrong-footed*’. 



Donald 

Macmtyre 

Politicians 
have a habit 
of going 
wrong 
when they 
try to be 
what they 
aren’t 


questionable judgement before. 
The gruesome, si omach-l lim- 
ing speech to the 1995 confer- 
ence trying - and .spectacularly 
failing - to incorporate the 
SAS as the military wing of the 
Tory party was only one of sev- 
eral. 

But he had seemed to settle 
down. His conference speech 
last year was a model of states- 
manlike dullness. He can't 
simply be patronlsingly let off 
as a callow and inexperienced 
politician. It’s not only that he 
is one of the most intellectually 
capable British ministers; the 
reputation he has since rebuilt 
at the Defence Department is 
all the more remarkable given 
the damage he did himself with 
the SAS speech. Whether it will 
be undamaged by this latest 
episode remains to be seen; can 
the hard-pressed Chiefs of Staff 
really want the running costs of 
the yacht to be financed out of 
the Ministry of Defence's own 
budget - an idea thought deca- 
dent by the former defence 
minister Alan Clark? It's hardly 
an example of Front Line First. 

The answer is surely at once 
deeper and more serious. Polit- 
icians have a habit of going 
wrong when they try to be what 
they aren't. There is a formid- 
able ease for saying that's just 
Portillo's problem. And it’s not 
only that coming from the state- 
shrinking wing of the party, 
Portillo had been a formidable 
spender at the MoD - partly by securing the 
purchase of hugely expensive weaponry which 
many of his critics think is of doubtful value 
in the post-Cold-Whr era. One of Portillo’s 
great potential strengths as a politician is that 
he is, like Disraeli, partly an outsider. With a 
Scottish mother and a brave and distinguished 
Spanish republican as a father, Portillo has a 
larger perspective than many of his colleagues. 
Is the Tory party really so xenophobic that he 
has to submerge his proud Castilian origins in 
a sort of mystical Anglo-chauvinism? 

The yacht may, in some form, be worth hav- 
ing. Hamish Macrae demonstrated here last 
week bow it could be made to sweat financially 
in the national interest. But the euphoria that 
greeted' the Portillo announcement harked 
back to an earlier era in which it was a sym- 
bol of a now obsolete imperial pride. The 
Queen herself, in 1994, made it clear that in 
the jet age she no longer needed it for travel, 
d here is the danger for Portillo, especially 


An 


if he becomes leader of the Tbiy Party. The 


Secondly, he has misjudged public opinion. . world he will seek to inherit will'probably be 
The poll commissioned immediately after the 


TV royal debate two weeks ago showed large 
support for a continuing monarchy. On the 
other hand, that polling - and rudimentary 
polling carried out since Portillo's announce- 
ment - suggest that most people still think the 
Royal Family costs the taxpayer too much 
money. It's all very well saying airily that £60m 
is just small change to the Treasury. Tb most 
ordinary people, innocents as they are, it 
sounds like rather a lot of money. 

It is is easy to pul this down to mere mis- 
judgement; goodness knows Portillo has shown 


very different The monarchy may prove to be 
a rather powerful symbol of how. It’s a safe bet 
it will survive - and an equally safe bet that it 
wiD be in a slimmed -down, modernised form. 
The danger for Portillo, and the case of the 
yacht is only an example, is that rather like 
Anthony Eden in the Fifties he wfil be seek- 
ing the highest office just when the ideas with 
which he rose in politics have been superseded. 
Of course, it's true that the fault isn’t Portillo’s 
alone; the whole Cabinet took the decision. But 
Portillo wanted the credit He must surely take 
the blame. 


Keeping the royal 
hangers-on afloat 


M ichael Por- 
tillo’s de- 
cision to 
spend £60m 
of govern- 
ment money on replacing 
the royal yacht Britannia 
really touched a nerve - the 
public do not want to pay 
out for a new luxury yacht. 
This is why Labour oppos- 
ition to the plan, a rare 
event these days, had stiff- 
ened by the weekend. Tele- 
phone polls are not trust- 
worthy, but the fact that all 
five did show overwhelm- 
ing rejection seems to have 
convinced Blair and co. 

Nor is the issue of pub- 
lic money one which at- 
taches to" the royal yacht 
alone. Much of the flak 
which the royal family has 
received has always con- 
cerned the cost of hangers- 
on. For many this definitely 
included Princess Mar- 
garet, the subject of a doc- 
umenlaiy tonight on Chan- 
nel 4, in its Secret Lives 
scries. She has never been 
the most productive of roy- 
als - she always came near 
the bottom of the league 
table of royal activity. Even 
when the monarchy was 
much more popular than 
today, Margaret attracted 
Fergie-style attention for 
her holidays in the Carib- 
bean, leading the former 
republican MP, Willie 
Hamilton, to ask; what is 
Princess Margaret for? 

One gets a feeling of 
deja vu. As with the 1992 
Windsor fire, the Govern- 
ment has shown great 
enthusiasm to meet the 
costs from the public purse, 
whereas the majority of 
people think otherwise. 

Teen, attention was focused 
on the Queen's tax-exemption 
and the number of royals paid 
for by the Government from 
the Civil List Within days of 
the Windsor fire, the Queen 
finally and reluctantly-after40 
years - agreed to pay taxes, 
except for inheritance tax, and 
to take Margaret, Andrew, 
Edward, Anne and the Dow- 
ager Duchess of Gloucester off 
the Civil List. Everyone nowa- 
days seems to accept that the 
Queen pays £890,000 a year for 
these minor royals out of her 
own pocket 

Of this, £219,000 is for 
Princess Margaret So the 
Queen may be thought to have 
skirted around WilLie Hamil- 
ton's question: what is Princess 
Margaret for? She is the 
Queen's sister and she. not the 
public purse, helps support her. 
However, the £890,000 for 


by Phillip Hall 
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If Margaret and co can’t make do on their 
own, the Queen should pay for them herself 


these royals comes not from the 
Queens private pocket but 
from somewhere very different 
- the Duchy of Lancaster. 

There is much confusion over 


as is the case with the profits of 
the Crown Estate. 

Over the last 200 years, all 
manner of leading politicians 
have maintained that the 


the status of the Duchy, whose . Duchy and its revenues really 
annual income of £535m goes belong to the public. These 

include Edmund Burke, Lord 
Palmerston, Lord Brougham, 
Sir Charles Dilke, Gement 
Attlee and many more. 

The Duchy of Lancaster's 
origins go back to 1265, even 
further in time than the Duchy 
of Cornwall, a higher-profile 
organisation, whose income 
goes to Prince Charles. Mon- 
arch® had for hundreds of years 
treated the Duchy of Lanc- 
asters rents, along with tax 
revenue, as money for the busi- 
ness of government, not as a 
fund for personal expenses. So 
it is an anomaly, now that gov- 
ernment finance is totally 
detached from the monarchy, 


to the Queen. That she draws 
this revenue suggests that it is 
her private property, yet when 
the Palace calculate her private 
wealth they never include the 
51,150 acres of land and £32m 
of investments from the Duchy. 
Also, the Duchy, if not on a day- 
to-day basis, is in the charge of 
a government minister. 

At the moment it is Roger 
Freeman who carries the title of 
Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster (his mam job is Min- 
ister for Public Service in 
charge of Civil Service Reform 
and the Gtizens Charter). So it 
seems strange that the money 
does nol go to the Government, 


that its profits did not pass to 
Lhe Treasury. 

The Duchy revenues would 
have been transferred to the 
public purse in the last century, 
if William IV in 1830 had not 
dug in bis heels and simply 
refused to hand over the 
income. The government of 
the day gave in, vainly hoping 
to get William not to use the 
royal prerogative to block the 
Reform Bill to extend the vote 
from its then extremely narrow 
base. They were unconvinced 
of his case, but acted out of 
expediency. He did not return 
the favour, and in the end did 
his best to block the BQ1. 

A government attempt at 
taking back the Duchy in I860 
came to nothing. It probably 
backed down in face of oppos- 
ition from the recently widowed 
Queen Victoria. 

Yet the ties to government 


remain. The. Duchy, whose 
5 headquarters are close to 
5 Waterloo Bridge in Lon- 
I don, requires Treasury 
| approval for many of its 
g financial decisions. In this 
| respect it has the same 
g relationship with the Trea- 
g stay as other government 
I departments. It also has to 
| submit accounts to Pariia- 
n ment, again showing that it 
is hardly a private posses- 
sion of the Queen. 

Even Kenneth Clarke, 
when he was Chancellor of 
the Duchy in the late Eight- 
ies. confessed that a “pri- 
vate estate" which was reg- 
ulated like a government 
department, “puzzles me”. 
The solution to the puzzle 
is that this is not money 
that should legally and con- 
stitutionally go to the 
monarch. 

Princess Margaret also 
lives -real free at Kensing- 
ton Palace, which is main- 
tained at public expense. 
Other perks, such as her 
clothing allowance for offi- 
cial royal tours abroad, arc 
paid for by the Foreign 
Office. In June 1995, a one- 
week visit to San Francisco 
seemed to require a cloth- 
ing account for that visit 
alone of £7,200 - more 
than those at the bottom 
end of the income scale 
might spend on clothes in 
a lifetime. 

However, it is the Duchy 
revenue which is the 
biggest loss to the taxpayer. 
If Margaret and co plus the 
Queen's cousins - who 
from an earlier date were 
put on the Duchy payroll - 
cannot make do on their 
own, the Queen might pay 
for them from her own 
pocket. This is, in any case, 
what people think already 
happens 

Estimates of the Queen’s 
wealth in stocks and shares 
vary, from the Palace's own 
£70m to mine of more than 
£400m. Even on the lower fig- 
ure she can afford to keep 
them above the poverty line, 
especially as some of these roy- 
als are hardly urgently in need, 
when they or their spouses 
already earn an income as com- 
pany directors, and also have 
inherited wealth. 

If our prospective iron chan- 
cellor, Gordon Brown, can 
show some resolve towards the 
royal yacht, he should do like- 
wise and make plans to take 
back the Duchy of Lancaster. 

Phillip HaU is author of ‘Royal 
Fortune: Tax Money and the 
Monarchy' ( Bloomsbury ). 


No passport, no job 

A new law dictates that employers must also be immigration 
officers. By Camilla Palmer and Alison Stanley 
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I e ginning this week all employers, 
.even those employing only one indi- 
* vidua! (such as a nanny) will take on 
a new role - that of immigration officers. 
The Home Office denies this, saying that 
“responsibility for immigration control 
remains firmly with the Immigration Ser- 
vice". Yet the hew Asylum and immigration 
Act 1996 in effect imposes an obligation on 
employers to cany out checks on all job 
applicants to see if they are allowed to work 
in the UK. Although these checks are not 
compulsory, if employers do not cany them 
out they risk a fine of up to £5,000 if it tran- 
spires that an employee has no right to work 
in the country. 

Employers will not commit an offence if 
they check, before hiring someone, that she 
or he has a right to work in the UK. This 
& done by asking for one of a number of 
specified documents, for example a passport 
or other (ravel document, birth certificate 
or document stating the person’s national 
insurance number. However, it is often very 
hard to work out from these documents 
whether a person has the right to work. 

The quantity of documents is extensive 
and employers may decide to rely on 
national insurance numbers. However, as 
national insuranc e numbers have been 
issued to a large number of people who do 
not have an unqualified right to work in the 
United Kingdom, a national insurance 
number alone win be insufficient in certain 
cases. The most obvious example is the 
working holiday-maker category. Thou- 
sands of young people come to the UK 
every year in this capacity. 

Working, holiday-makers are Common- 
wealth citizens, apd between 17 and 27 who 
are given permission to work in the UK for 
up to two years, “incidental to their holiday^. 
Tnis phrase is nor elaborated in the Immi- 
Srabon Rules, nor is it dear from the pass- 
port stamp given to a working holiday- 
®dcer, but people on this category are 
®eanf to work only part-time; or on a casual 
J* 8 ** If they weak full-time, thqi should only 
do^o for half of their stay in this country. 


The potential for confusion tor employers 
is great; on the one hand employers will 
have great difficulty in deciding who has a 
right to work, and on the other, they must 
not discriminate between people, merely on 
the basis of their race, colour or national- 
ity. For a government that champions 
deregulation, the obligations of the Act 
impose an extra and potentially costly bur- 
den on employers. 

One of the mam dangers in this unnec- 
essary and oppressive piece of legislation is 


Some people may 
consider it easier to 
interview and 
appoint only white 
applicants 


that some employers will make an assump- 
tion that white applicants have the right to 
work but black and ethnic minority appli- 
cants do not. There is a real risk of race dis- 
crimination, as some employers may con- 
sider that it is easier to interview and 
appoint only white applicants. Others may 
cany out a check only on applicants who 
they think do not have a right to work here. 
Employers who act on these assumptions 
will fall foul of the Race Relations Act. The 
starting point should be, as the Government 
itself acknowledges, that most people from 
ethnic minorities are British citizens and 
most non-British citizens from the ethnic 
minorities are entitled to work here. 

The Race Relations Act outlaws dis- 
crimination on the grounds of race in the 
selection of employees. The Home Office 


guidance points out that if an employer 
refuses to consider anyone who “looks or 
sounds foreign", this is likely to be dis- 
crimination. It will also be discnminatoiy to 
ask people who look or sound “foreign”, for 
their passports and people who look or 
sound “British" for their national insurance 
number. The only way to avoid discrimina- 
tion, advises the Government, is to treat ail 
applicants in exactly the same way at each 
stage of the recruitment process. Employ- 
ers who do not appoint a person in order 
to avoid having to carry out a check or who 
only do checks on white applicants will be 
breaking the law. And the consequences can 
be expensive. There is now no limit on the 
amount of compensation that can be 
awarded under the Race Relations Act. 
Some applicants have received substantia] 
awards, one recently for £130,000 for unlaw- 
ful discrimination. 

Racial dis crimi nation in the workplace is 
already rife. There is high unemployment 
among many ethnic minority groups, who 
are also denied training opportunities and 
promotion. There is a continuous stream of 
discrimination cases brought against 
employers for decrying jobs, t raining , and 
promotion to people because of their race, 
nationality or colour. The employment 
provisions of the Asylum and Immigration 
Act 1996 are yet another barrier to equal 
opportunities. 

The Labour Party also believes that the 
checks will harm race relations, place fur- 
ther burdens on businesses and wul be inef- 
fective in tackling illegal working. Jack 
Straw, the Shadow Home Secretaiy, has said 
that the checks “will almost certainly be 
effective in limiting further the employment 
prospects of black and Asian people and 
damage race relations." He has pledged that 
a Labour government would not enforce the 
provisions. He should go further and pledge 
to repeal them. 

77w writers art solicitors at Bindman & Part- 
ners in London specialising in discrimination 
and immigration law- 


Oh for a warm 
body to answer 
BT’s phone 


B ritish Telecom has spared 
no expense telling us it is 
“good to talk" and now 
it is spending tens of milli ons 
of pounds teaching us how to 
talk good (so to speak) with its 
new Talk Works programme. 
This is all about the art of con- 
versation and its secrets can be 
found in a 94-page book that is 
being sent free to 20 mfilion 
households. 

Mine was not one of them so 
I rang British Tfelecorn. “Good 
afternoon, welcome,” said a 
voice and I realised this was not 
going to be a quick call. This is 
what Lhe experts call an “inter- 
active voice response" unit or 
IVR. So far, 38 per cent of all 
calls jn western Europe are 
answered by these machines. 
The others get what they call a 
“warm body response”, and 
that was what 1 wan te± a warm 
body to order my booklet from. 

The Voice had other ideas 
and was already on a tangent, 
asking persona] questions 
about touch-tones and telling 
me to hit my “star” key. This 
had to be a bad idea and yet for 
some reason - curiosity? hon- 
esty? frustration? - 1 did. Five 
options followed but none even 
got close to my request. Tm 
sony, I didn't detect a valid key 
press," said the Voice, and 
started repeating herself. 

■I rang back but -very daring 
this - did not hit the star key 
and waited for the warm body 
that surely must follow. Tb my 
honor, the Voice was back: “Tb 
use this service, you wfil be 
asked to speak your response.” 
She ran through the same 
options. I refused to speak. 
She refused to react I hung up 


because that is what you do 
when you realise you are hav- 
ing a fight with a machine. 

More calls, more voices, 
musical interludes and wrong 
numbers. Finally a warm body 
put me on hold and came back 
with a Freephone number. This 
time I expected the Voice but 
it just kept ringing. I hung on, 
charting emotion as follows: 
irritated at ring 10, frustrated 
by 20, angry at 30, seething at 
35 and amused and amazed at 
40. By the time a warm txxiy 
answered on the 47th ring, I 
just said “heDo” and asked for 
the bookleL 

TalkWorks has lots of tips 
for being loving, giving, caring, 
sharing. It advises us on being 
a good storyteller, a good 
understander (sic) and how to 
“give feedback". It says that we 
should “avoid the blame 
game" and “make conversa- 
tions like dancing - a two-way 
partnership with neither side 
dominating”. 

For most people this would 
involve five years of therapy, 
minim um. The Inuit may have 
at least 12 words for snow but 
the British are minimalists who 
have managed to make the 
■word “sorry" mean anything 
from “I think yon are an idiot 
to “I think you are fabulous”. 
Stiff upper tips do not make the 
best dance partners and there 
is some way to go before we are 
tangoing and not just tangled 
(or even know the difference). 

Of cause BT haseven further 
to go. We humans can always 
keep on frying but machines 
couldn’t dance if they tried. 

Ann Treneman 
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Strong growth not enough to force rates rise 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The economy’s pace of growth 
picked up to the fastest for 
more than two years in the final 
quarter of 1996. But the feci 
that it was no stronger than 
expected led Gty experts to pre- 
dict interest rales would not rise 
this side of the general election. 

The service industries set 
the pace, with growth in 
business and financial services 
revisiting Iate-19S0s rates. 
Construction also picked up 
significantly, while industrial 
output grew at a s imilar rate to 
the third quarter and agricul- 
tural output fell. 

Analysts concluded that this 
was not buoyant enough to 


force Kenneth Clarke to accept 
Bank of England advice to 
increase the cost of borrowings 
Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, is 
expected to repeat this advice 
at the monthly monetary meet- 
ing next week - a week ahead 
of the Bank’s quarterly Inflation 
Report 

“The Chancellor and the 
Governor are both in an 
entrenched position,'’ said 
Geoffrey Dicks, an economist 
at NatWest Markets. “But Mr 
Clarke has got more on his 
plate than worrying about the 
inflation rate at the back end 
of 1998.” 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) increased by 0.8 per 
cent in the final quarter of last 


year, taking it to a level Z5 per 
cent higher than a year earlier. 
Excluding North Sea oil, the 
quarterly rise was 0.7 per cent. 

GDP in 1996 as a whole was 
23 per cent higher than the 
previous year. 

“Throughout the length and 
breadth of the country house- 
holds are enjoying the benefits 
of healthy economic growth,” 
Mr Clarke said, commenting on 
the figures. 

Speaking on BBC television 
on Sunday,, the Chancellor 
played down suggestions of 
disagreements between himself 
and Mr George. “Fm not going 
around thinking I’m infallible. 
The differences between us 
have not been enormous," 
he said. 


GDP 
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Details of the breakdown of in the service industries. There 
growth are sketchy at this p re- total output was up 0.9 percent, 
liminaiy stage, but the Office for reaching a level 3.4 per cent 
National Statistics (ONS) indi- higher than a year earlier, 
cated that growth was strongest Growth in business and financial 


services was at the upper end of 
their recent range ofl -2 per cent 
a quarter, making it similar to 
the pace set in 1988. 

Wthin finance, the strength 
was concentrated in banking. 
Within business services, com- 
puter services and areas such as 
law, accountancy and manage- 
ment consultancy were the 
most buoyant. 

The construction industry 
expanded by significantly more 
in the fourth quarter than it had 
in the third, according to the 
ONS. Although the gains were 
spread across sectors, house- 
building was especially strong. 

The statisticians estimated 
that manufacturing and indus- 
trial output had grown by about 1 
as much in the October- 


Jecember quarter as they had 
n September to November, 
’inures published for that pe- 
iod show growth of 0.6 per cent 
nd 0.4 per cent respectively. 

Many Gty economists roa- 
med yesterday's figures, com- 
tined with signs of weakness in 
nanufacturing due to the strong 
lound, meant Mr Clarke would 
ie right to postpone a rise in in- 
erest rates. Others say the re- 
oveiy is gaining strength ana 
ould trigger higher inflation un- 
»ss the cost of borrowing nses. 
With economic growth set to ac- 
elerate further during the course 
if the year, we expect inrerest 
ates to rise significantly in 1997, 

. ■ j t r nr amnnniKt 


Stagecoach held 
up by threat of 

MMC referral 


Michael Harrison 


Stagecoach, the acquisitive bus 
and train group, was stopped 
in its tracks yesterday after the 
Government warned it would 
be referred to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission if it 
was selected to run ScotRail, 
which operates rail services in 
Scotland. 

John Thylor, the corporate 
and consumer affairs minister, 
took the decision after being ad- 
vised by the Director General 
of Fair Trading, John Bridge- 
man, that a takeover would 
give rise to competition con- 
cerns in Scotland. The Gov- 
ernment’s announcement is 
unusual in that it is (he first time 
a company has been blocked 
from taking over a passenger 
rail sendee before the fran- 
chise has been awarded 

The decision is a setback for 
Stagecoach, which is expanding 
aggressively from buses into 


trains as part of a strategy to 
increase turnover to£ 2 bn by the 
end of the decade. 

As well as being Britain's sec- 
ond-biggest bus operator, the 
group already owns two rail 
franchises - Southwest Thtins 
and Island Line on the Isle of 
Wight - and the Porterbrook 
train leasing business. 

Stagecoach is also one of 
the biggest bus operators in 
Scotland running services in 
Glasgow, Aberdeen, Inverness, 
Fife and Perth. If selected for 
the ScotRail franchise, it would 
be the most powerful player in 
the Scottish transport market. 
ScotRail has annual revenues of 
£ 86 m, just under 4,000 staff and 
operates 1,500 route miles be- 
tween 327 stations. 

A spokesman for Brian 
Souter, the chairman and co- 
founder of Stagecoach, said 
last night: “We are seeking an 
early meeting with the Office of 
fair Trading. We would not 


Stagecoach 



have started on the process of 
bidding for ScotRail if we had 
thought the problems were in- 
surmountable.’’ 

Stagecoach is in competition 
for ScotRail with the coach op- 
erator National Express, Prism, 
which is owned and run by a 
group of bus industry executives, 
a consortium involving Go 
Ahead another bus group, and 
the ScotRail management. 

A spokesman for the direc- 
tor of passenger raQ franchising, 
John O'Brien, said he expect- 
ed to announce the preferred 
bidder for ScotRail in the next 
fortnight and award the fran- 
chise in the next four to six 
weeks. If Stagecoach is suc- 
cessful and its bid is referred to 
the MMC for an inquiry lasting 
at least three months then it 
could fall to a Labour govern- 
ment to decide whether to al- 
low the deal to go through. 

Mr Taylor said his decision 
did not prejudge the franchis- 
ing directors decision, nor did 
it prejudge whether a merger of 
Stagecoach and ScotRail would 
be against the public interest “It 
would be for the MMC to re- 
port on this after investigation," 
he said. 

A spokesman for the DTI de- 
clined to spell out precisely 
whai its objections were other 
than to say that it was concerned 
about “numerous and complex 
potential rail and bus overlaps 
in the franchise area”. 

Last month National Express 
agreed to a series of undertak- 
ings to avoid an MMC referral 
of its takeover of another raQ 
franchise. Midland Mainline. 
The Government was con- 
cerned about its domination of 



Brake on the bid: Brian Souter, chairman of Stagecoach, is seeking an early meeting with OFT to resolve the ScotRail issue 


the market on coach and rail 
services between London and 
five cities in the Midlands and 
the North. However, the DTI 
spokesman said that in the case 
of Stagecoach and ScotRail 
there were no undertakings 
that would be sufficient to pre- 
vent a referral. 

It is not dear whether Labour 
would block the sale of Scot RaQ 
if it were in power when the 
MMC reported. Under the 
Railways Act. the Secretary of 
State for Transport is under a 
duty to privatise the railways. 
Were Labour to decide not to 
award the ScotRail franchise 
then it would probably have to 
amend primary legislation. 


Stagecoach insiders said they 
found it odd the Government 
had derided to make a referral 
because local bus operations and 
long-distance rail services were 
separate and distinct markets. 

In the case of its takeover of 
Southwest Trains, one of the 
factors in its favour had been (he 
way Stagecoach's bus branch 
lines knitted together with com- 
muter rail services. 

Stagecoach is also bidding for 
the five other passenger fran- 
chises still lo be awarded - 
Central Trains, North West 
Regional Railways. Regional 
Railways North East, Tharaes- 
link and InterCiiv West CoasL 
Comment, page 17 


Mr Souter's great railway journey 


Dec 1995 - First move into trie rail industry as Stagecoach 
is awarded seven-year franchise to run Southwest Trains - 
Europe's biggest commuter railway with 200 stations and 4,000 
staff. 

July 1996 - Stagecoach buys the train-leasing company 
Porterbrook for £825m and announces that it will bid for all 
remaining British Rail franchises. 

Oct 1996 - Starts operating rail services on the Isle of Wight , 
after being awarded a five-year franchise to operate trie Island 
Line. 

Jan 1997 - Stagecoach seeks urgent talks with the Office 
of Fair Trading after being told it will be referred to the MMC 
if it is awarded the franchise to run ScotRail. 


Steel sells 
BSFfor 
£745min 
strategic 

U-turn 

Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Steel yesterday an- 
□ounce d what amounted to a 
strategic U-turn with a £74.5m 
deal to sell its forgings business, 
British Steel Forgings, which 
makes a wide range of products 
for the engineering industry. 

It comes just two years after 
British Steel bought out its part- 
ner in the division, the car parts 

group GKN, arguing that the en- 
gineering steel business was 
How a “core activity”. British 
Steel Forgings (BSF) was pre- 
viously pan of a series of Gov- 
ernment sponsored “Phoenix” 
companies created in the 1980s 
to rationalise an industry 
dogged by huge overcapacity. 

The latest deal involves sell- 
ing BSF to a newly formed 
business, United Engineering 
Forgings, created and funded by 
the venture capital group Pru- 
dential Venture Managers. 
British Steel will receive £743m 
in cash, while Prudential has 
raised a total of £92m to fund 
the m ana gement buy-in and 
pay for future investment 

Prudential said the existing 
management of BSF would stay 
in place, but it bad appointed 
Bob Bates as a new chief exec- 
utive. Mr Bates was previously- 
managing director of a sub- 
sidiary of T&N, the automotive 
components group. BSF"s cur- 
rent chief executive, John Daw- 
son, will return to British Steel. 

BSF is a key player in the mar- 
fcet for forged products used in 
the car and aerospace industries, 
with around half of the UK's 
forged steel manufacturing ca- 
pacity. It has 2,100 employees at 
six plants and made a trading 
profit of £ 10 m in the year to 31 
March 1996 with sales of £I57m. 

Prudential said it wanted to 
concentrate on increasing ex- 
port business, despite admitting 
concerns over the recent surge 
in the value of the pound It sa*d 
the buy-in should secure jobs, 
though it could give the work- 
force “no guarantees”. 

In another apparent shift in di- 
rection, British Steel yesterday 
said it decided to sell off the com- 
pany because “as a stand-alone 
downstream business” it was 
“somewhat removed" from its 
core steelmaking and rolling ac- 
tivities. However, the £93m 
agreement in 1995 to buy out 
GlOTs 34 per cent stake in 
BSF s parent. United Engineer- 
ing Steels, was viewed at the time 
as a move by British Steel into 
higher value-added products. 

Like other “Phoenix” compa- 
nies, United Engineering Steels 
was hit by fierce competition and 
declining demand -during the 
recession, leaving GKN with 
losses of £60m on its original 
investment made in 1986. 


Prudential fined £75,000 for 
problems with PEP schemes 


Iraro. the investment regulator, 
has reprimanded and handed 
out a £75,000 fine to Prudential, 
Lhe UK’s largest insurance com- 
pany, for breaching rules over 
the administation of some per- 
sonal equity plans. 

Prudential has also paid 
£25.000 in compensation to 
b ,000 disadvantaged customers, 
which amounts to less than £5 
each. However, the final bill will 
rise as Imro’s disciplinary tri- 
bunal has ordered Prudential to 
pay investigation and tribunal 
costs which have yet to be set 

The company is Lhe first to be 
reprimanded and fined for 
problems with PEP schemes. 

Imro said Prudential Per- 
sonal Equity Plans had admit- 


ted that it failed to cany out rec- 
onciliations and corrections of 
PEP client money accounts, 
failed to notify Imro Lhai these 
had not been done and failed 
to have adequate compliance 
arrangements in place. 

The problematic PEPs were 
self-select and single-company 
products. Prudential stopped 
marketing these products in 
1993 after realising they were 
difficult to administer. Pru- 
dential continues to market a 
unit trust PEP. 

A spokesman for Prudential 
said: “Imro's fine of £75,000 on 
Prudential Personal Equity 
Plans related to problems with 
reconciliation of PEP client 
bank accounts prior to 1994. 


“When they came lo light, re- 
medial action was taken and no 
customers were disadvantaged. 
Procedures were put in place to 
ensure these problems will not 
occur again. These problems 
were administrative, involving 
delays in crediting interest to 
customers’ accounts.” 

The rules that were broken 
concerned provisions to ensure 
companies held the correct 
amount of money' for clients and 
were aware of the individual 
sums of money held for each 
client at all times. 

Prudential faced six charges, 
including the failure between 
July and November 1993 to 
make up a deficit in its self-se- 
lect PEP diem money accounts. 


Morgan Grenfell outperforms 
pension fund heavyweights 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Morgan Grenfell was among the 
top performers among big 
name pension fund managers 
last year, while the controver- 
sial PDFM fends made a late 
spun in the fourth quarter to 
regain a little of the ground they 
had lost earlier in the year. 

Morgan Grenfell, employer 
of Nicola Hnrlicfc, the fund 
manager who quit this month, 
was in sixth place overall, beat- 
en bv several much smaller 
fends, according to a survey of 
pension fends by CAPS and the 
actuaries Bacon & Woodrow 
published today 
But of the larger pooled pen- 


sion fends it showed the best re- 
turn, of 12.2 per cent. Morgan 
has £9 34m under management. 

Pooled pension fends tend to 
be a small proportion of u man- 
ager’s iota! fends, but since 
their performance is publicly 
measured by surveys they art- 
used as shop windows for their 
companies. 

The survey also shows that 
Scottish Amicable, which next 
week gives more details of its 
plans to demutualise, had well 
below average performance last 

year. 

Its rale of return was 8.5 per 
cent, compared with the medi- 
an of the 71 pooled pension 
funds surveyed of 10.7 per cent. 

ScotAm's performance was 


held hack by a negative rate of 
return of 0.2 per cent in the 
fourth quarter, compared with 
PD FM's grown h of 2.7 percent 
during the same period, taking 
PDFM's annual rate of return 
to 8.1 percent. 

PDFM has been under the 
microscope since Tony Dye, its 
lop manager, look nis "lunds 
heavily into cash in the belief 
that the stock market was about 
to crash. Us rale of return re- 
mained near the bottom of the 
league table of large fund man- 
agers last year, even with the 
late spurt. 

NigeJ 0 'Sullivan of Bacon & 
Woodrow said PDFM's style of 
selecting stocks for value paid 
dividends in the last quarter. 
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OTHER INDICATORS 


House of Fraser 
warns more jobs 
are in danger 


Nigel Cope 


japs in a radical overhaul that 
will result in the group taking 
a fpOm charge against this 
year s accounts. 

The provisions, which also in- 
clude heavy Stock write-offs, will 
push House of Fraser deep 
into the red this year. 

John Coleman, who took 
oyer as chief executive last year 
said there would be no more 
store sales but would not rule 
out any further job losses. 
1h ~ We ca ° categorically say 
that wc will not be selling or 
dosing any more stores. 

"But on jobs this is the first 
stage of the review which cov- 
ered management and admin- 
istrative areas. We now move 
onto phase two." 

_ 7J ,C lh [? c s ! 0r es that will be 
£«ld are Lhe Army & Navy in 
Eastbourne, the House of Fras- 
er in Sheffield and the BimS 
More m Scunthorpe. 

Though buyers will be sought 
or the stores it is possible that 
hey will be closed. This would 
lead Lo another 300 redundan- 
cies. 

The break down of the pro- 
visions is £22m-£25m for stock 
wnte-offc. £12m-£15m for the 
job losses and a further £ 7 m- 
19m for asset write downs and 
related costs. 

With the City forecasting 


The group says the 
turing will lead to anj 
savings of £ 10 m. 

Commenting on t 
haul, Mr Coleman saic 
improve efficiency an 
performance. 

"All elements of our 
review arc proceeding i 
“le and I expect 199 1 ; 
year of real progress fi 
of Fraser.” 

House of Fraser 1 
openings planned for 
ham, Reading, Solil 
Bluewater in Kent i 
next three years. It is I; 
they will all cany the ! 
Fraser name. 

House of Fraser 
nounced its Christina 
statement yesterday. 

It showed that like 
sales in the 26 weeks t 

uaiy were 6.1 per cei 
“Sj^e previous yea 

This included a str 
formance just before 
mas and during Lhe 
sales. 


delivered i _ 
growth of 3.9 
cessions sales were li 
higher. 

House of Frasi 
*htch were floats 

S unchan s« ia 
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ScotRail’s fete could be in the hands of Labour 


COMMENT 


‘The reaction from the 
Stagecoach camp 
was one of pained 
innocence. Take 
advantage of the 
travelling public? Who 
us? Can this be the 
same company that 
was found to be 
acting in a manner 
that was “predatory, 
deplorable and 
against the public 
interest" when the 
MMC paid a visit to 
Darlington?' 


B rian Souicr. the plain-spualring chairman 
uf Stagecoach, attends monopolies in- 
quiries like other company executives turn 
up fur IhkiitJ meetings. In (he rough, lough 
world ul buses, where throttling the oppo- 
sition and then cornering the market is the 
name of the game, brushes with the com- 
petition authorities are all part of a day's 
work. 

Yesterday, however. Mr Souicr. who has 
moved on from buses to trains, had a novel 
experience even for him. The Department 
of Trade and industry has decided not to 
bother waiting and seeing if Mr Souicr is 
awarded the franchise to run Ihc trains in 
his native Scotland. Instead it has already 
decided that if he docs bag Scot Rail to go 
with the two franchises he owns south of the 
border, then Stagecoach will he packed off 
to the Monopolies and Mergers Commis- 
sion. 

Amusingly, the reaction from the Stage- 
coach camp was one of pained innocence. 
Take advantage of the travelling public? 
Who us? Can this be the same company lhai 
was found It » be acting in a manner that was 
“predaiory. deplorable and against ihe pub- 
lic interest*' when the MMC paid a visit to 
Darlington to see the deregulated bus mar- 
ket in action? 

In the case of Scot Rail, the Office of fttir 
Trading and the DTI arc not being too spe- 
cific about possible grounds for concern, 
referring only to "numerous and complex 
rail and bus overlaps' 1 . But since Stagecoach 


Is the dominant bus operator in Scotland 
once again, its arch rival First Bus having just 
had u nasty run-in with the MMC, ii is a fair 
bei there is plenty of scope to be worried. 

U the Scot Rail franchise were to go 
Stagecoach's way, Mr Souicr would have his 
work cut out. Last year revenues of £86m 
were dwarfed hy losses, (before subsidy) of 
£25 lm - a kiss of £168,001) for every mile of 
track Scot Rail operates over. 

But the bigger political picture suggests 
it may not be Mr Souter's worry. The Gov- 
ernment wants shot of all 25 passenger fran- 
chises come the election. A three-month 
MMC inquiry could leave the fate of Scoi- 
Rail open to the whim nf an incoming 
Labour administration. Since there arc four 
other serious players bidding for the busi- 
ness. it would be simpler to leave it to one 
of them. 

Selling out could be 
the answer for Scot Am 

I n just over a week, ScuiLish Amicable pol- 
icyholders are to be told in more detail ex- 
actly why their society has decided to embark 
on the most complicated demutualisation that 
has been attempted to dale. 

The plan has been almost universally 
panned, not least because of the handsome 
rewards the management has set aside for 
itself. Let's hope that next week's circular 
provides better answers than we’ve had to 


date, for though apathy and confusion will 
work in Scot Ant's favour, there is at this 
stage a serious possibility of members giv- 
ing their board the old two fingers. 

Cutting through the noise and confusion, 
what this proposal seems to add up to Is an 
attempt to persuade with-profits policy- 
holders to pul some of rheir money into a 
new. gcared-up life insurance business. 
Should they really be asked to take this risk? 

It works like this. The with-proGts poli- 
cyholders own the company, which cannot 
expand because it is short of capital. So in 
steps Swiss Re and its affiliate. Securitas 
Capital, with an injection of capital. Since 
the new policyholders who are to be 
recruited will not be owners, the profits 
derived from them will belong largely to the 
old policyholders (with 20 per cent for 
Swiss Re and Securitas.) 

The faster new business grows, the higher 
the rewards for existing policyholders when 
Scottish Amicable is floated. In other words, 
their 80 per ccn| stake in the business will 
not in future be diluted by the entry of new 
with-profits policy holders, thus gearing up 
the rewards on their equity. None or this dis- 
guises the fact that policy-holders arc being 
asked to take a punt on the management, 
whose track record to date has been an undis- 
tinguished one. The real question is why it 
requires demutualisation to achieve this. 

It is. in fact, perfectly possible to gear up 
in this way inside a mutual society, us 
Friends Provident and others arc already; 


doing. The secret is to coneentrate on 
.■ developing other forms of life insurance 
: business that arc not with profits and which 
: therefore dilute existing owners less. 

S The obvious answer to the question why 
i - which Scottish Amicable answers in a 
! deeply unsatisfactory way in confidential 
i briefing notes seen by The Independeru - is 
' that the society is so short of capital tbat it 
' cannot gear up’iis policyholders' investments 
at all without outside help. 

Others insurers such as London Life and 
: Scottish Equitable have solved the problem 
; by selling out altogether, and maybe that is 

■ the answer for Scottish Amicable. The man- 
agement at ScolAm claims that this proposal 

. will ultimately yield more, and that they 
: would be selling at the bottom of the mar- 
. ket if they followed the Scottish Equitable 

■ route. Ali ihc same, SeotAm and its advis- 
, ers are asking policyholders to take an 
; awful lot on trust. Without much better 
; answers and explanations, the inevitable con- 
. elusion is that this is a plan designed more 
1 to benefit management than policyholders. 

\ Ten years on, the 
( yuppie is back 

H ere's a rather Idling fact about Britain, 
or os John Major likes to describe his 
: country, “the enterprise centre for Europe”. 

‘ The fastest -growing sector of the economy 
• since the trough of the recession in early 1992 


was domestic service. Much of the economy’s 
growth during the past five years has stemmed 
from demand for maids and nannies, GDP 
figures published yesterday by the Office for 
National Statistics suggesL 

The growth in domestic service, up by a 
third in nearly five years, was closely fol- 
lowed by industries that the Government 
would be happier to boast about - air trans- 
port, computer services, post and telecom- 
munications, business and financial ser- 
vices. But tbe numbers make a point we all 
knew in our bones to be true. 

This recovery is being driven by the spend- 
ing power of the likes of Nicola Horiick and 
other well-paid types in the professions. The 
yuppie is back. 10 years older, still buying 
champagne and mobile phones, gazumping 
other would-be buyers of houses in smart 
parts of London, but opting for a Renault 
Espace rather than a Porsche and no doubt 
pumping money into private school fees. 

It still counts as an economic recovery - 
but is this the kind of recovery that will win 
Lhe Government a general election? Mori 
has yet to conduct an opinion survey of the 
voting intentions of nannies and maids. The 
outcome might surprise us all but if domes- 
tic service is all that Britain's showpiece flex- 
ible labour market can produce m the way 
of jobs, it isn't going to impress anyone else 
wry much. Curiously, the flip side of Lhe 
nanny society - hairdressing, facials, beauty 
parlours and the like - doesn’t seem to be 
showing any growth at all. 


US giant trumps 
FKI’s bid for 
Newman Tonks 


Patrick Tooher 


I ngerso 11-Rand, Lhe US engi- 
neering giant, yesterday made 
a surprise entry into the bank 
for control of Newman Tonks by 
launching an agreed Cash bid 
valuing the building products 
group at around £230m. 

It is the second Lime in a week 
that a hostile bid in the normally 
sleepy engineering sector has 
taken" an unexpected turn after 
William Cook, the steel castings 
group, unveiled plans to thwart 
a hostile bid by Triplex Lloyd 
and take the company private. 

IngersoU’s 175p-a-share offer 
is being recommended by the 
Newman Tonks’ board and 
trumps a hostile bid from FK1, 
a much smaller engineering 
group, that put a £195.7ra price 
tag on Newman. Shares in New- 
man closed 29p higher at 180.5p. 

Last nighi IngersoU Rand 
sought to turn up the heat on 
FKJ by going into the market 
and buying a 3.8 per cent stake 
in Newman at 179p. Newman's 
directors have also pledged 
their 0.9 per cent holding to 
IngcrsolL 

FKI. which already speaks for 


21 per cent of Newman Tonks, 
said it was considering its posi- 
tion. But analysts reckon FIG 
could easily afford to pay up to 
£2 a share to land Newman. 

"IngersoU Rand is a hefty 
company to get into a head-to- 
head with,” said Sandy Morris 
at ABN Amro Hoarc Govett. 
“But once you have set your stall 
out to bid Jot a public company 
you should not be deterred. 
Strategic reasons could make di- 
lution more palatable forFKL" 

IngersoU-Rand’s vice presi- 
dent Brian Jellison said the 
deal with Newman Tonks. its 
biggest in Britain, would shape 
the US group’s European strat- 
egy and create an architectural 
hardware business with a full 
product range. He declined to 
say how big architectural 
products were within the 
IngersoU Rand group, which last 
year posted sales of $6.7bn 
(£4.13bn). 

Newman also forecast profits 
before lax, exceptional items 
and bid costs of not less than 
£lSm in 1996, over £2m above 
analysts’ consensus forecasts. 

Mr Jellison said the forecast, 
leaked last week, was not a 


factor in launching the bid. 
"We thought we could ascertain 
the value of Newman Tonks* 
business without the profits 
forecast," he said. 

Mr Jellison revealed that ln- 
gersoll Rand had talked about 
business opportunities with 
Geoff Gahan. Newman’s chief 
executive, in the past. "But the 
hostile bid accelerated our get- 
ting together,” he added. 

IngersoU first contacted New- 
man Tonks shortly after FKI 
launched its pre-Christmas bid. 
Serious talks began earlier this 
month. 

IngersoU employs 2,600 staff 
in the UK while Newman has 
4,000 employees. Cost-cuttin, 
wa$ not a factor behind the bi 
said Mr Jellison without giving 
any firm job guarantees. 

The takeover saga got off to 
an unusual start when M&G, 
Newman Tanks’ biggest share- 
holder with 11.2 per cent, ir- 
revocably accepted FKTs bid on 
day one. 

"Our acceptance still stands." 
said a spokeswoman. “But if In- 
gersoU Rand's bid is successful 
and FKJ’s bid lapses we would 
get the higher price." 



Heal’s aims to 
float in March 


Nigel Cope 


Upping their stakes (from left): Heal's finance director Paul Clarke; the chief executive 
Colin Pilgrim; and John Davis, merchandising and logistics director 


Five managers who invested 
£500.000 in a management buy- 
out of Heals furnishings stores 
in 1990 will find their stake 
worth £7.5m when the group 
floats on the stock market in 
March. 

Heal’s chief executive, Colin 
Pilgrim, finance director, Paul 
Clarke, merchandise director, 
John Davis, and two other 
Heal’s managers invested the 
money when the upmarket re- 
tailer was sold for £lm by Store- 
house. The rest of the backing 
came from venture capital 
group NatWest Ventures. 

Heal’s is now seeking a stock 
market flotation which will val- 
ue the company at £15m. The 
listing is expected to raise £10m 
of fresh funds which wilJ be used 
to repay the venture capitalists 
and open more shops. 

There are just three branch- 
es of Heal's - the flagship store 


on London's Tottenham Court 
Road, an outlet on the King's 
Road and another in Gufldfoni 

Mr Pilgrim, who joined the 
company as a graduate trainee 
in the 1970s, said: “The Kings 
Road store has been a roaring 
success and we would hope to 
continue the expansion out- 
side our catchment area." He 
suggested there may be scope 
for up to 10 branches' in the UK 

Heal’s is one of Britain’s 
most historic retafl names. It was 
founded in 1810 by the Heal 
family as a feather dresser, 
which supplied bed manufac- 
turers. By 1840 it had expand- 
ed into furnishings and had 
moved into the premises on Tot- 
tenham Court Road. 

The group still hand-makes 
its beds and has numbered the 
Queen and John Wayne among 
its customers. 

Last year the group record- 
ed trading profits of £1.4m on 
sales of £ 193m. 


"'V: 


Property Trust (Pvt) Holdings Limited 

Interim results for the 6 months ended 30th September 1996 


The company has made substantial progress on all fronts over the past six months and I ant pleased to 
report a mar doubling of post tax profits for the half year to 30th September 1996 to £519.000 from 
£271.000 for the corresponding period last year. 

We are now reaping the benefit of our acquisition programme of the past IS months and this current 
year will reflect a full year's performance of the £10m. mainly retail, portfolio we purchased in Autumn 
1995. Since the last year end we have further acquired a total of £6.15ra of investment properties for a 
mixture of cash and shares. 

The largest single purchase was or a 19,000 sq ft office building in Camberley, Surrey, let to Admiral 
PLC on a lease with 18 years unexpired. The investment, for which we paid £3.1 5m, 'produces current 
annual rent of £320.000. 

In addition we acquired' a small portfolio of three properties for £3m from Leicestershire County 
Council Pension Fund. 

We have further reduced the void element of our investment, portfolio, currently standing at less than 
J!u. through a number of new tenancy agreements including the letting of approximately 8,000 sq ft of 
office accommodation in Centra) London to United Medical and Dental Schools of Guys and St 
Thomas's Hospitals. This and other management initiatives have helped push our current annualised 
rental income to approximately £4m. 

la November we announced the sale of our property in Tooling. South London, for £I.4m cash, which 
was comfortably in excess of the book value. The sale was effected following a change of use and the 
granting of a reversionary lease to Regent Inns PLC. 

1 am also pleased to report that the mfrastrncnire and foundation work is progressing on schedule on 
our joint venture development m Guangzhou, China of which we own one-third. The property market 
in Guangzhou recovered during 1996. as n result of a strong economy in Hong Kong, and we expect it 
to continue to improve during 1997. 

We believe we have demonstrated that our policy of acquiring income producing property with scope 
for improvement is the right way forward for your company and we intend to build on the fonndalions 
that have been laid. ! also believe that as market conditions improve we should enjoy substantial 
growth both in income and capital value. 

In view of tbe costs of circulation, the Directors have derided that tbe interim results will be published 
in the Independent on 28th January 1997. 

Anthony Cheng 

Chair man 

27lh January 1997 


Consolidated Profit and Loss Account 

6 months ended 

30th September 

1996 1995 

£000 £000 

Year ended 
31st March 
1996 
£000 

Turnover 
. Cost of sales 

1,870 

(192) 

1.137 

(142) 

2,811 

(258) 

Gross Profit 

Administrative expenses 

Operating Profit 

Interest receivable and similar income 
Interest payable and similar charges 

1,678 

1243) 

995 

(246) 

2.553 

(468) 

1.435 

14 

(930) 

749 

33 

(511) 

2,085 

47 

(1.404) 

Profit on ordinary activities 
before taxation 

Taxation 

519 

271 

728 

I 

Profit on ordinary activities 
tifer taxation 

519 

271 

729 

Earnings per share 

fully diluted earnings per share 

]2p 

Up 

!.4p 

0.6p 

2,!p 

1.7p 


ftywwsAfi I9S5 *»d w !U1 atrmrt Ihtf tbe pubSdied nmunii of tegroop myc hecn ddmrcd ui the Rceouar rf Compano 
™ mtifc an QOqnaWied auditor*' report. 
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Tokyo’s 
reforms 
blamed 
for slump 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 


The Japanese government yes- 
terday came under fire from one 
of the country's leading indus- 
trialists over the recent col- 
lapse in share prices on the 
Tbkyo stock market. 

Tdizo Nishimuro, president of 
Tbshiba Corporation, said tbe 
slump in sbare prices was due 
to disappointment at the slow 
pace of deregulation in Japan, 
and scepticism about tbe com- 
mitment of the Prime Minister. 
Ryutaro Hashimoto. to genuine 
reform. “They move too slow. 
Hashimoto is not acting on 
what he is talking about. Thai 
is the dilemma the government 
is facing. The stock market is an 
expression of disappointment," 
he said. 

Shares on the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange fell yesterday for the 
sixth time in seven days,' with the 
Nikkei 225 stock index sinking 
354 points to 17 ,334.90, a drop 
of 2 per cent. The Topix Index 
was also down 2 per cent, hav- 
ing gone down nearly 10 per 
cent since the new year, and 17 
per cent in lhe past six months. 

Mr Nishimuro's remarks ex- 
press a widespread fear among 
Japanese businessmen that the 
so-called “Big Bang", a pro- 
gramme of deregulation among 
banks, insurers and brokerage 
houses announced by Mr 
Hashimoto in November, win not 
materialise quickly enough to 
boost Japan's flagging economy. 

Formidable vested interests 
- from politicians, as well as 
businessmen, closely tied to 
protected industries - stand in 
the way of Mr Hashimoto's re- 
forms. and many observers in 
Tbkyo are sceptical that they can 
be meaningfully implemented 
by the summer. There is also un- 
ease about the draft budget for 
1997. which includes tax rises, 
but no spending cuts. 

At the same time, the fear of 
hasty reform is also causing 
alarm, because of tbe uncertain 
state of Japan's banks, which are 
still saddled with debts result- 
ing from the collapse of land 
prices in the early 1990s. 

Hamish McRae, page 20 . 


MJN 

The Best Choice 
For The Latest 
Technology 
Service & Value 
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Thorn blow to 
shareholders 

over dividend 


Fyffes bruised by cautious 

According to Fyffes^s management, the Tu"!? TN"\rF! STMR NT COLUMN 

rhihlin.hacMl fruit omun hncheJ>n nn- X flli lil V UUliUUH A _ 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Shareholder confidence in 
Thom was dealt another blow 
yesterday after the Radio 
Rentals group dial was recently 
demerged from the more glam- 
orous EMI music publisher 
withdrew the option for its 
shareholders to take next 
month’s interim dividend in the 
form of shares rather than cash. 

Thom’s shares, which 
crashed 42<5p to 209p after a 
profits warning last week, have 
drifted ance to yesterday’s close 
of 201p. With the price on the 
slide, shareholders have little 
incentive to take their dividend 
payout in the form of shares, as 
the number they would receive 
was determined on the basis of 
a much higher price. 

The 711001 scrip alternative to 
the interim payout for the six 
months to September was 
calculated on the basis of a share 
price of 276.6p, well above the 
prevailing price. A scrip is only 
attractive when a rising share 
price effectively increases the 
value of the payout. 

The withdrawal of the scrip 
is the latest blow for share- 
holders in Thorn, who have 
watched the value of their in- 
vestment in the consumer goods 
rentals group slide ever since the 
demerger of Thom EMI last 
summer. Contrary to expecta- 
tions that the split would en- 
hance shareholder value, shares 
in both EMI and Thom, under 
the chairman Sir Coiin South- 
gate. have fallen. 

Since last August. Thom's 
value has slumped from fl.77bn 
to under £900m. EMI's shares 
have also t umb led from l,450p 
to only l,261p at last nigbre 
close. The fail has caused dismay 
among investors who had 
expected the split to unlock hid- 
den value in the way that simi- 
lar demergers did at companies 
such as I Cl, which spun off 



Sir Colin Southgate: Thorn’s value has fallen from 
£1.77bn to under £900m since its demerger last August 


Zeneca, and Gourtaulds, which 
separated from its textiles 
subsidiary. 

In the run-up to the demerger 
the value of Thom EMI was bid 
up on the stock market as in- 
vestors gambled on a bid for 
EMI from a cash-rich American 
entertainment group which has 
failed to materialise. 

Thom said last week that it 
would not make more m the year 
to March than the £170.7m it 
achieved a year earlier. The 
company blamed weak pre- 


Christmas trading, the full effect 
of which would not be felt until 
the final quarter of the year, and 
the impact of sterling's recent 
strength cm its overseas earnings. 

Thom generates about 60 
percent of its turnover in the US 
so it is vulnerable to fluctuations 
in the dollar/pound exchange 
rate. It has also been hit in the 
US by intense competition from 
electrical retailers who have 
turned consumer electronics 
such as televisions and videos 
info commodity products. 


According to Fyffes s management, the 
Dublin-based bruit group has been un- 
fairly treated by the stock market They 
think its reputation and valuation has 
suffered because of the problems at 
Geest whose banana business Fyffes 
acquired in a £147m deal last year. 

Prior to the deal, Geest’s record had 
been damaged by a series of natural dis- 
asters such as hurricanes and disease 
which seemed to wreck the group's 
crops on an almost annual basis. 

By contrast, Fyffes claims its fruit and 
vegetable business has been well man- 
aged, with balance cormng from its wide 
product range which includes apples, 
citrus fruit and potatoes as well as ba- 
nanas. The group has also been care- 
ful to develop a wide source of supply, 
buying in crops not just from the 
Caribbean but South America and Eu- 
rope too. Bananas now account for only 
30 per cent of sales. 

Even so, the market has chosen to 
treat the sock with caution. Along with 
other former go-go fruit distribution 
companies of die 1980s such as Albert 
Fisher Fyffes has found itself derated. 

As a result, the shares have been a 
dull performer, moving in a very nar- 
row range around lOOp for the past 
three years, although they managed a 
Sp rise yesterday to llSp. 

During this period Fyffes has used 
an aggressive acquisitions strategy to 
drive sales higher. From £623m in 1993, 
group turnover has risen to £1.4bn last 
year. 

But that growth has not been re- 
flected at the profits line. Yesterday’s 
full-year figures showed that in the year 
to October pre-tax profits were up from 
£42m to £46.5m but profits from con- 
tinuing operations fell. There was a 
ERJ-lm loss in the US again and that 
business has now been ter mina ted. The 
group margin edged up from 3.2 per 
cent to 33 per cent. 

Fyffes may be able to run the Geest 
business better than Geest itself. But 
by deciding to run it as a standalone 
operation to satisfy supermarket con- 
cerns of market dominance it has sub- 
stituted customer satisfaction for the 
scope to wring out synergy gains from 
the deal. Fyffes and Geest still oper- 
ate their own sales forces and have then- 
own head offices. 

Elsewhere, there has been invest- 
ment in expanding the Dublin distri- 
bution centre and the construction of 
a new centre at Basingstoke. After cap- 
ital investment of IR£22m last year, the 
figure should fell to !R£15 this year. 

Looking forward, Fyffes is keen to 
use its £70m cash pile to fund further 
acquisitions, possibly in northern Eu- 
rope where it is under-represented. But 
though this is a solid business with a 
strong balance sheet, it does not look 
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a particulaify appetising investment. On 
Pan m ure Gordon's profit estimate of 
£50m for this year the shares trade on 
a forward rating of 12. Compared with 
a prospective growth rate in single fig- 
ures that is high enough. 

Wyko takes off 

under new team 

Wyko has handsomely repaid the faith 
of investors who backed Richard John- 
son, now chief executive, and two for- 
mer colleagues from IMI who boarded 
Lhe one-time metal basher three years 
ago. Since hitting a low at around 32p 
in April 1993, the shares have rocketed, 
rising another 8.5p to 169-5p yesterday, 
just lp off their all-time high. 

Yesterday’s interim figures, showing 
pre-tax profits soaring 79 per cent to 
£3.63m in the six months to October, 
give some clue to the spectacular re- 
cent performance. The new team has 
successfully turned the group round and 
is now setting its mind to rebuilding it, 
using one of its original businesses in- 
volved in the distribution of power 
transmission components as a base. 


widened from the £350m power trans- 
mission market to the much bigger in- 
dustrial maintenance market, put at 
£2bn by the company. Margins have 
multiplied from 21 percentm 1993/94 
to just over 9 per cent in the latest hg- 
ures and Johnson and his team reck- 
on there is plenty more to go for. 

They point to the 14 per cent enjoyed 

by market leader Brammer and suggest 

that several -further small add-on ac- 
quisitions could buy the extra "Om 
sales needed to bring margins to the 
levels of their rival. The latest figures 
were propelled by three small pur- 
chases for a total of £7 3m, which are 
thought to have added £600,000 to di- 
visional profits up from £2 .29m to 
£4.01m in the six months. 

But the group moved up a gear last 
August when it took on Dowding A 
Milk in the plant repair and service 
market with the rights-funded £15.2m 
acquisition of British Electrical Repairs 
and Lewis Group. At number two po- 
sition behind Dowding, with around half 
its 25 per cent share, these two busi- 
nesses will form the core of a new elec- 
tro-mechanical services division. 


Fyffes : at a glance 


Trading record 


Market value: £337m, share price t15p _ 
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After a £500,000 restructuring pro- ; 
Jhev lost £190,000 in the latest 

figures! bm even getting partly «: 

ward? Dowding’s pea k °’ a ? gmS [1 ? : 
OVCT17 per cent would transform the 

full-year profits of £7^m 

muMpteoTSOfflid, with the 
mXTScground said to be difficult, 
they may mark time. Hold. 

Strong pound 
hits Haynes 

Haynes has 95 per cent <'f the <JK 

Atlantic puls the Somerset-based com- 
pany in a happy iHMttanJbujit also 
{nakes it vulnerable to exchange rate 
fluctuations. That and its dependent 
on the price of paper can make short- 
term earnings rather volatile. 

To mitigate the first of those prob- 
lems. Haynes is growing its French and 
Swedish language sales, while back at 
home it is producing cycle and cara- 
van repair guides and planning ex- 
pansion into DIY manuals for the 
home. But it is still highly cyclical. 

The US business is a nice little 
earner, generating a healthy return of 
30 per cent of turnover. It accounts, 
for SO per cent of group remover and 
60 per cent of profits. But the 
unexpected strength of sterling against 
the dollar, and to a lesser extent 
agains t the French franc, cost Haynes 
£170,000 in the six months to the end 
of November. 

The interim figures yesterday 
showed a rise of 9 per cent before 
allowing for currency effects, and just- 
a 2 per cent gain to £224m afterwards. 
But raw material costs, which held back 
profit growth in the previous two 
years, do now seem to have peaked on 
both sides of the Atlantic, and in the 
US Havnes is hoping to pi ggy back on 
the rapid expansion of autopart chains 
such as AutoZone, which is increasing, 
its outlets at a rate of 300, or 20 per 
cent, a year. 

The City has already factored in a 
fall in earnings in the second half, to 
give a small decline in frill-year profits 
from £6.0Im to £5.91m and’a 6 per cent 
earnings slide to 23.4p. On that basis 
the shares, down lOp at 235p yesterday, 
look unexciting even on a modest 10 
times prospective price-earnings ratio. 
Continued strength for the pound 
might cast doubt on the forecast lip 
dividend, despite a 03p rise to 5p at 
the interim stage. Expensive. 


Xenova’s US 
deal heads new 
biotech boom 


Rolls wins £ 294 m Emirates deal 


In Brief 


Magnus Grimond 

Xenova, a biotechnology group 
which joined the stock market at 
215p a share last month, saw the 
price jump another 25p to 295p 
yesterday after unveiling a tie- 
up with Bristol-Myers Squibb, 
the US pharmaceuticals giant. 
The deal came as two other 
biotech hopefuls, Cambridge 
Antibody Technology and the 
Bioscience Innovation Centre, 
confirmed their intention to 
float on the main market. 

With another. BioFocus. 
waiting in the wings to launch 
on Ofex. the growing queue of 
fledgling companies ready to 
come to market suggests the 
sector has overcome last year's 
problems, when several com- 
panies either pulled or delayed 
their floats. 

Xenova said the deal with 
Bristol-Myers involved screen- 
ing its “library” of more than 
25.000 microbes and 6,000 plant 
extracts against disease pro- 
cesses thrown up by the US 
group's genetic research. The 
aim wiU be to isolate a molecule 
or molecules which can inhibit 
the target process, thereby 
checking the disease. 

Xenova will also supply its ex- 
pertise in so-called “infomatics”, 
which involves using a database 
to identify the chemical which 
results from the screening 
process or determine whether it 
is a new one in order to aid its 
reproduction in the laboratoiy. 

As well as providing the drug 
target technology, Bristol- 
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Myers will undertake the de- 
velopment and marketing of any 
product which emerges from the 
collaboration. Xenova will do 
the screening, identify any 
chemicals which result and sup- 
ply the chemical to Bristol-My- 
ers, which will cover research 
costs and make undisclosed 
milestone and royalty payments. 

Xenova's technology is based 
on the discoveiy of drugs de- 
rived from naturally occurring 
micro-organisms, such as those 
found in fimgi and bacteria, and 
from plants and plant extracts. 
Its most advanced drug candi- 
date under development is an 
anti -cancer treatment which is 
still three years away from the 
market. But Louis Nisbet, chief 
executive, pointed out that 
Taxol, one of Bristol-Myers 
main anti-cancer drugs, was 
originally derived from a plant. 

Separately, Cambridge Anti- 
body Technology (CAT) said it 
planned to seek a full listing in 
March at a price which analysts 
expect will value the company 
at between £85m and £95 m. It 
is thought to be looking to raise 
£30ra in an institutional placing, 
having pulled in £16.6m from in- 
vestors since the company was 
founded in 1990. 

The Bioscience Innovation 
Centre, which is raising £6m in 
its placing and offer, is also 
based in Cambridge. It aims to 
offer start-up biotech groups the 
infrastructure to run their busi- 
ness, including providing 
laboratories and management 
skills. 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Rolls-Royce’s aerospace division 
was given a significant boost yes- 
terday with the announcement 
of a S500m (£294m) order for 
its Trent range of jet engines to 
power a fleet of Airbus A330- 
200 airliners for Emirates, the 
international airline of the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The order comes on top of 
Emirates' existing deal with 
Rolls to supply 28 Trent 800 en- 
gines for 14 Boeing 777s. It 
means that by 1999, when the 
first A330s go into service. Emi- 
rates will operate with only 
Rolls-Royce engines, a highly 


unusual development in an 
industry which traditionally 
prefers to play one jet manu- 
facturer off against another. 

The deal, won in competition 
with General Electric and Pratt 
& Whitney of the United States, 
brings Rolls-Royce’s lolal order 
over the past year to more than 
£7bn. It also raises the order 
book for the Trent to 223 air- 
craft and a total of 446 engines 
and is likely to secure jobs for 
workers at the group's main 
Derby assembly operations, 
which employ 13,000 people 
and have been heavily hit by re- 
structuring of the aerospace 
industry over the past Cve years. 

Emirates ordered the fleet of 


16 long-range Airbus A330- 
200s last year to replace its cur- 
rent A300-600s and A310s, with 
an option to buy a further seven 
aircraft later. Each of the 
A330&, which will seat up to 272 
passengers, will be powered by 
two Trent 700 engines, with 
work due to start in Derby in 
early 1998. Deliveries will then 
continue at the rate of four 
planes a year until 2002. 

Sheikh .Ahmed bin Saeed al- 
Maktoum. chairman of 
Emirates, said: ‘We chose Rolls- 
Royce Trent engines because 
our study shows Diem to be the 
most effective and efficient en- 
gine for the A330-200 for our 
present and future network.” 


Analysts said the latest order 
put Rolls-Royce on an equal 
footing with its two US rivals in 
the race to supply the Airbus 
A330 and Boeing 777. Though 
Rolls has found it harder to se- 
cure orders with US carriers, it 
has done increasingly well with 
Far Eastern airlines. FYofits for 
1996 are forecast at around 
£235ra, rising to £300ra in 1997. 

“This is a big Order in the civil 
field by any standards. It’s un- 
usual for a carrier to end up with 
engines supplied by one com- 
pany, and even more unusual 
for that company to be Rolls- 
Royce,” one analyst said. 

Rolls-Royce shares were un- 
changed at 244p. 


Glaxo unveils new 
anti-AIDs initiative 


New York state sues 
tobacco companies 


Magnus Grimond 

Glaxo Wellcome, the drugs 
group which dominates the 
anti-AIDS market, yesterday 
unveiled an initiative which will 
attempt to overcome the prob- 
lems of resistance to existing 
treatments. The group is 
launching a collaboration with 
AffymeLrix, now an associate 
company as a result of Glaxo's 
takeover of the Afiymax US 
drug discovery group in 1995, to 
determine whether advances 
in genetic research can be used 
to better understand the 
progress of HTV and AIDS. 

The efficacy of current treat- 
ments using “cocktails” which 
include Glaxo's Retrovir and 
Epivir drugs was confirmed at 
a conference in Washington 
over the weekend, but the ten- 


dency for the vims to mutate has 
hampered their effects. The 
new programme will involve 
Glaxo acquiring so-called 
GeneCbips from Affymetrix. 
which enable genetic informa- 
tion on HIV to be correlated 
with the effects of drugs and the 
patient's health. If an initial 
database proves successful, it 
will be expanded to collect in- 
formation on “tens of thou- 
sands” of HIV-infected patients. 

James NiedeL Glaxo's research 
and development director, said: 
“By bringing the scientific ad- 
vances made in the field of ge- 
netics to bear on the most difficult 
questions in the clinic, we hope 
to be able to improve the current 
utilisation of anti-HIV therapies 
in a way that wQ] benefit patients 
through tailor-made treatment 
approaches.” 


David Usborne 

New York 

Shares in BAT fell 1 1.5p to484p 
after New York yesterday joined 
the rash by individual American 
slates to launch high-profile 
lawsuits against the tobacco in- 
dustry for allegedly covering up 
the addictive and medically 
hazardous nature of cigarettes. 

After hesitating on the issue 
for months, New York Attorney 
General Dennis \focco filed 
suit in the Manhattan Slate 
Supreme Court against six 
tobacco firms, including Brown 
& Williamson, which is owned 
by BAT Industries, Philip Mor- 
ris, RJR Nabisco Holdings and 
the Liggett Group. 

New Tbrk is the 20th US 
state, but also one of the biggest, 
to climb on board the lawsuits 


bandwagon. Each lawsuit ac- 
cuses the tobacco companies of 
lying about the health risks of 
smoking and seeks to recoup 
public money spent on treating 
tobacco-related diseases. 

Mr Vacco was reported to 
have made an attempt to ne- 
gotiate an out-of-court settle- 
ment with the companies. 
While a figure of $395m was ap- 
parently floated, no agreement 
was reached. 

A similar, though much more 
advanced, case involving Flori- 
da meanwhile took an unex- 
pected turn after Philip Morris 
submitted records purportedly 
showing that in the 1970s the 
slate manufactured its own, 
high-nicotine and filtcrless cig- 
arettes within its prison system 
and distributed them free to in- 
mates. 
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• Housing sales in the US fell by 3-5 per cent in December, a 
bigger- than -expected drop. This was due partly to severe weather, 
according to the National Association of Realtors. Analysts said 
the figure would not influence the Federal Reserve's thinking about 
interest rates. Farmore important will be the index of labour costs 
in the final quarter of 1996, due to be published today. Fed chair- 
man Alan Greenspan flagged a warning about rising pay in tes- 
timony to Congress a week ago. 

• Williams Holdings has acquired the Fymetics group of com- 
panies for $223m (£I4m) from Management Investment and Tech- 
nology, a group quoted on the Hong Kong stock exchange. In 
addition to the consideration. Willi am s said it has assumed bant 
debt of $2m. On a proforma basis for the year ended December, 
Fymetics, which markets and distributes smoke and carbon monox- 
ide detectors in North America under the Lifesaver and Fire Sen- 
fry brands, bad sales of S2S.lm, producing operating profits of 

I $ 5 . 1 m. Net assets after borrowings were $ 7 . 8 m. 

| " ??bert H Lowe is expanding both its replica kit and packaging 
dw^ions with three acquisitions totalling £13.8m. The largest is 
Westfield Medical, the UK’s largest privately owned proddeerof 
sterilised packaging. The deals will be funded by a placing and 
open offer to raise £7m before expenses. • 

• Volvo’s chief executive officer Soeren GyU will resign from his 
posmon at the company’s annual general meeting on 23 April 
and will be succeeded by Leif Johannsson, presently Electrolux’s 
v-!k, f r, e ^ C f^ Ve o£ T 1< j er - Mr G y" said the policy of reorientating 

ft °u tran sp°fr equipment has been largely 
completed. He added that at the age of 58 he thought it the n^ht 

Svf MirhS t 1 th l baton ’ Elec frolux has appointed Atlas Cop- 
T l ° re ft ce Mr Joha^on at BectrokE 
Al Sf ^F * 00 has named Giulio Mazzalupi to replace Mr 
Treschow. Mr Mazzalupi has been with Allas Copco sinlx 1971 . 

the designer, maker and distributor of dosed 
and other security devices, plunged 106 Jp to 332Jo 
after the company said that Dedicated Micros, one Of its lead^ 
■ng suppliers, had terminated a „ 
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FTSE 100 

4212.0 -6.8 
FTSE 250 

4593.1 -4.9 

FTSE 350 
2090.3 -3.1 

SEAQ VOLUME 
696.6m shares, 
44,418 bargains 
Gilts Index 
94.53 +0.71 
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Food retailers lose weight over fears of a price war 
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The threat of a superstores Budgens re ire a led Ip to Downn'T Lewis vehicle has jumped 134p Chelsea Village, the fbotbaU d Rowtinson Securities, a 

price war had the predictable -i3.75p and WM Morrison W** : ' a m A &. b i Karuni since it was disclosed n had an chib, gained 4.5p to 123p. It fol- low-proKe but successful 

cut-price impact on shares of slipped 1.5p to 151.5p. As da, * option on his 25.1 per cent lowed up its on field exploits building and property group, 

food retailers as the stuck the day's busiest traded share, 9 TTF!T?FTC FA T"^” £40m stake in Glasgow by placing a further batch of is rumoured to be in a preda- 

markei decided they should dropped 1.25p to 120.25p and ■xJS fB Rangers. shares. Through its stockbro- tor's sights. The shares, a 

give up more of their recent Kwik Save suffered a b_5p de- stock market reporter of the year l a nir a Trust was another in ker Ellis & Partners 1 million narrow market, rose 30p to 

strength. dine m 3Q0p. 3 demand. The high flyer, which were sold at 120p- As in the 227.Sp, a peak. They were 

There is considerable dchaic The rest of the market ap- touched 2,050p last month, past the EUis fee was met by 123p in the spring. Based at 

about whether an old-fash- peared to recover from its has also been drawn into the Cable & Wireless, an in- rallied 1625p to 1,737 jp as ni- the issue of shares -this time Stockport the company is run 

ioned. noholds-barrcd con- panicky retreat on Friday and speculation. Zeneca remains in vestment presentations due. moms continued to buzz that 25,000. by the Rowiinson family; any 

fmnUilion wiD actually emerge. Fnoisie ended an insignificant the frame, edging forward S_5p edged forward 25p to 480p. Andrew Regan, the young en- The club has also agreed to takeover would need the Cun- 

Most observers think such a de- 6.8 points lower at 4,21 2. The to 1 ,693 Jp. ana Vos per Thomycroft rose irepreneur in command, has a iyq«c 126. 532 shares to captain lly's say-so. 

vetopment unlikely. supporting FTSE 250 index lost Glaxo Wellcome added 8.5p 7.5p to 936p on hopes of a number of intriguing deals up Dennis Wise at llS.5p and an- 

But J Sainsbuiy could he the 4.9 to 4.593.1. to 957,5p on Aids drugs de- £700m United Arabs Emirates his corporate sleeve. other 500.000 arc earmarked O Aminex. with oil interests 

catalyst for the feared wave of Drugs remained one of the velopment hopes and Xenova. order. Prism Leisure, the comput- for Graham Bell, who has in the former Soviet Union, 

price cuts. Its dismal trading healthier sectors. What could forging a research link with US Newman Tonks jumped 29p er games group, rose 15.5p lo helped develop the club's was little changed at 65p. 

performance has to be arrest- be regarded as unrealistic giant Bristol-Myers Squibb, lo 26G-5p as Ingersoli-Rand, I4CL5p. Half-year figures, fol- youth team. He is taking up Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 

ed and although it is nut a nat- takeover rumours continued to jumped 25p lo 295p. The the US group, produced a lowed by the first meeting 250,000 at 106 Jp- has placed, through Hender- 

ural price cutter its desperation circulate with SmitbKIine shares have had an eventful near lSOp cash offer, topping with analysts for some time, are Takeover hopes returned to son Crosthwaite, its 6 per 

to recapture its top position Beccham again leading the ride since arriving Iasi monih the shot from the FKI engi- expected later this week, ftof- lift SR Gent, the clothing sup- cent shareholding. . 

could provoke it into adopting charge with an ll-5p gain to at 215p and falling to 193 Jp neering group. its last year were £2.1m with plier to Marks & Spencer, 6p 

a much meaner pricing policy. S74p. before rallying. Norbian. a closed circuit £684,000 coming at the inter- to56.5p. □ Intriguing goings-on at 

Such thoughts left food re- Roche, the Swiss group, is Renuridl Initial was the best- television group, provided the im stage. Two bidders are said to be National Home Loans Hold- 

tailers in need of sustenance, never far from the takeover ni- performing blue chip, im- day’s profits shock, crashing John Lewis of Hungerford, in the wings - one of them an mgs. The shares rose 2p to a 

Sainsbuiy fell 9p lo 332p in mour mill and remains a can- proving I0pto452»5p,apeak. 106_5p to 332_5p. no relation to the stores and su- Indonesian company. closing peak of I45.5p. But in 

busy trading; the shares were didate to link with Smith Kline, Others in form included Im- English National Invest- permarket partnership, made Another where takeover late trading a flurry of de- 
al one time down 11 .Sp. Safe- albeit through an agreed deal penal Chemical Industries, ment Co continued its re- a firm debut. The furniture hopes hover. United Energy, layed deals went through at ' 

way lost 132»p to 376p and rather than a hostile bid. Orange and, once again, Han- markable progress, gaining company ended at 3-75p rose 2 Jp to 24p. There is talk 148p. Volume was strong; 2.4 

Tesco 5p lo 355p. Schering-Plough, a US group, son. 26J>p to 257.5p. The Joseph against a 3p placing. of bids and a tender offer. million shares. 
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business 


Japanese turn envious eyes on 
the UK’s Big Bang reforms 


I t is not every day that a top 
industrialist blames govern- 
ment indecision for the col- 
lapse of (he stock market, so the 


a 

the 


17) deserve to be taken seriously 
in Japan itself But they deserve 
to be taken seriously elsewhere 
in the world too, for they make 
the universal point that one of 
the key aims of structural re- 
form, maybe the key aim, is to 
dear the way for faster eco- 
nomic growth. 

It is interesting to note, too, 
that structural reform in the 
case of Japan (and for that mat- 
ter Germany) is basically a 
shift in the tax and finanriai sys- 
tems towards the Anglo-Amer- 
ican models. Note that in 
Germany this week, the big is- 
sue is the government’s plan for 
a cut in income tax to be fi- 
nanced (almost certainly) by 
rise in VAX bringing both th 
top rate of income tax and VAT 
rates virtually to UK levels. 

In Germany the tax plan has 
run into opposition, but it is in 
Japan - witness Mr Nishi- 
muro's outburst - that the 
tardy approach to reform is 
having its most serious eco- 
nomic impact The Japanese 
government's reform platform 
bad many planks, but the one 
of most immediate importance 
to the stock market was its 
plans for a Big Bang. 

The provisional translation 
of the government paper out- 
lining die plan is striking for its 
references to New York and 
London. For example, it starts 
“Goal - An international mar- 
ket comparable to the NY and 
London markets by the year 
2001”, and argues that the 
Japanese financial market 
“needs to play its true role of 
optimal resource distribution, 
as the markets in NY and 
London do...” to use Japanese 
savings fully. 

The plans for reform, which 
on paper seem very similar to 
those which London brought 
into practice with Big Bang in 
October 1986, has also to take 
into account the p3e of bad 
debts accumulated by the 


Japanese banking system. 
There is a lot of stress about the 
need for transparency in fi- 
nancial accounts. Indeed the 
market can cany out its “opti- 
mal resource distribution” u it 
has correct accounts on which 
to work. But publishing accu- ‘ 
rate accounts means revealing 
the true weakness of the bal- 
ance sheets of the Japanese 
banks, which have been made 
much wonse by the collapse of 
share prices. 

So there is a catch-22. Re- 
form is stymied because it re- 
quires disclosure of hitherto 
concealed losses, which are in 
part the result of weak securi- 
ties prices (they are also the re- 
sult of weak land prices). But 
reform is necessary to restore 
confidence in the market, and 
until that happens prices are 
unlikely to nudge back up, and 
so help restore the bank bal- 
ance sheets. 

There is a further twist to 
this. Until bank balance sheets 
are restored the banks are un- 
willing to lend to new cus- 
tomers, particularly small and 
expanding businesses. But 
these businesses are the only 
ones which are likely to pull the 
economy out of stagnation. 



Hamish 

McRae 

We think r of 
Japanese 
industry as very 
efficient and in 
terms of labour 
productivity it is. 
But in its use of 
capital, Japanese 
industry is very 
inefficient 


But until the economy is on a 
dear growth path the pile of 
bad debs cannot be cleared. So 
it is not just the financial econ- 
omy which is gummed up by 
the failure to reform: the real 
economy is too. 

You can see one effect of 
economic stagnation in the 
labour market. As the graph on 
the left shows, job creation in 
Japan was very low last year. In 
the first nine months of the year 
employment rose by 0.8 per 
cent, but 75 per cent of all new 
employment came from em- 
ployees. While this may rep- 
resent a shift to a more flexible 
labour market, in the short 
term it means that consumers 
do not have much incentive to 
boost their spending. 

So consumption will not 
stimulate recovery. Exports 
will help but the export sector 
in Japan is quite small relative 
to the whole economy. (UK ex- 
ports of goods and services per 
bead of population are more 
than double those of Japan.) So 
the export sector is simply not 
big enough to pull the economy 
out of recession. 

So what mil pull up the 
economy? Here we come back 
to structural reform. If the 
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market can signal more clear- 
ly where savings should receive 
the greatest return, this will 
propel the economy to more ef- 
ficient use of capital- We think 
of Japanese industry as very ef- 
ficient and in terms of labour 
productivity its factories are. 
But in its use of capital, Japan- 
ese industry is very ineffideni. 
The London-based investment 
boutique, Smithers & Co, re- 
cently published a bearish as- 
sessment of the Japanese stock 
market One of the reasons for 

its bearishness was this. As you 

can see on the chart Japanese 
firms are almost as productive 
as those in the US when it 
comes to using plant and build- 
ings. But they are very unpro- 
ductive in their use of land and 
their levels of inventories. 

The reason for this is partly 
the high cost of land, but it is 
also a function of the land 
speculation by Japanese busi- 
ness, itself a function of over- 
cheap capital. Inventories are 
also much hi gh er than in the 
US, again probably a function 
of over ly-c heap finance. So 
you see, die cheap finance pro- 
vided by the banks to industry, 
much touted by people critical 

of the Anglo-American stock 
market-driven financial sys- 
tem. has had the effect of en- 
couraging inefficient use of 
that finance. Surprise, surprise: 
if you subsidise something - in 
tins case industrial capital - it 
will be used inefficiently. 

So what is to be done? Some 
economists in Japan have been 
arguing that the only way for- 
ward is to press on with struc- 
tural reform, in particular a 
shift away from manufacturing 
to service industry, even if in 
the sbort term that led to fur- 
ther job losses. Now the head 
of one of Japan's largest man- 
ufacturing companies is argu- 
ing for structural reforms too. 
This is big news for the rest of 
the world. Anyone accustomed 
to looking enviously at the 
Japanese economic system 
should be aware bow envious- 
ly the Japanese leadership is 
looking at the reforms that have 
taken place in the UK 
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There’s nothing quite like red 
faces in Whitehall to cheer 
you up. You will no doubt re- 
call that Ken Clarke and his 
merry Treasury men estab- 
lished a target of 15 per cent 
for inflation by the end of 
1997. In his November Bud- 
get our Ken said he would 
meet that target. Ken also 
forecast GDP would grow by 
35 per cent. Not according to 
his own department, however. 

HM Treasury’s Forecasts for 
the UK Economy; a Compari- 
son of Independent Forecasts 
pub lish ed this month tells a 
different story. On the third 
page is a summary of inflation 
forecasts for 1997, and under 
the column for RPI excluding 
mortgage interest payments 
(Q4) comes the puzzling en- 
try: “HM Treasury - 3.0 per 
cent.” 

Three per cent? Has the 
Chancellor been misleading 
the House of Commons and 
the nation at large? And the 
figure for GDP growth in 
1997 is 25 per cent, not 3 5 
per cent Is Ken expecting a 
collapse in growth as well as 
■spir allin g inflation? 

No such luck. It's just an 
old-fashioned cock-up by the 
people who compiled the re- 
port. AD the independent 
forecasts for 1997 have been 
correctly updated, but all the 
Treasury’s figures have been 
carried over from 1996. 

A Treasury spokesman 
says: “The Treasury holds its 
hands up. Ir's Groundhog 
Day. It's a spreadsheet thing 
- the figures for 1996 have 
been repeated for 1997. We’ll 
change it for next month's re- 
port” 

Her Majesty’s Treasury - 
where tunc literally stands 
still. 

Here’s something slightly less 
cheerful. The Rev Dr Leslie 
Griffiths will give a speech in 
London this Thursday with 
the blood-curdling title 
“Within the City of London 
are the seeds of its own de- 
struction". 

The host is the Securities 
Institute at the City of Lon- 
don Club. Do they know 
something we don't? 
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John McLaren, director of 
Deutsche Morgan GrenfeU 
and a venture capital special- 
ist, has found time between 
deals to write a novel. 

The blurb on the back of 
my review copy of Press Send 
says it’s a “brilliantly inven- 
tive story of two smart but 
disillusioned Generation X- 
ers and their hilarious re- 
venge on tbe ruthless 
corporate values of the 90s". 
Dangerous echoes of the 
Nicola Horlick fiasco? 

The blurb adds that Mr 
McLaren’s career has includ- 
ed four years at the British 
Embassy in Japan and a num- 
ber of years in a San Francis- 
co venture capital firm. Last 
October he launched Master- 
prize, an international com- 
petition for symphonic 
composition. 

So, a Renaissance man, 
then. The blurb rather spoils 
this, however, by concluding 
that he “drives too fast and 
eats out too often”. On the 
other hand, as long as he 
doesn’t dine out too often 
with headhunters or ABN 
Amro, chat should be OK 

How very kind. Christopher 
Rodrigues, chief executive of 
the Bradford & Bingley 
Building Society, has sent me 
some batter mix for Yorkshire 
puddings. 

The “extra light and tasty” 
batter also makes pancakes. 


which explains tire odd mis- 
sive: Ir's an invitation to 
Bradford & Bingley’s press 
party on 11 February, or Pan- 
cake Tuesday. . 

Mr Rodrigues was brought :• 
in from Thomas Cook last / 
June to spearhead the soci- 
ety's fight against the trend of 
mutualisation. _ 

As for the pancake mix, I 
asked a society spokesman 
what I could do with it. “Do 
what you like with it,” he sakL 
“You can batter someone. - 
over tbe head with it if yon 
like." Very mutual. 

Fancy competing in a quiz 
with Dickie Davies and the 
Lord Mayor of London, Al- 
derman Roger Cork? St John 
Ambulance is looking for 
businesses to take part in the 
charity’s annual quiz, the 
Brain Game, on 20 February. 

A reservation for a team of 
10 costs £2,000, but the fee 
includes champagne, supper 
and wine. The winners of the 
1996 trophy, the modestly ti- 
tled “Knowledgeable People, 
Mostly Geniuses, Also 
Known as KPMG", will be 
present to be knocked off 
their perch. 

The aim is to raise £50,600 
for St John Ambulance. Any- 
one interested should ring 
Melissa Bullock at St John 
Ambulance on 0171-235 5231. 

John Willcock 
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Racing 

GREG WOOD 

There are some stewards and 
clerks of the course who will Feel 
that one Pitman with a trainer's 
licence is as many as they wish 
to deal with, hut’ the total will 
soon double following the an- 
nouncement yesterday that 
Mark Pitman, who has been as- 
sistant to his mother. Jenny, for 
the last four years, is to strike 
out on his own. The former 
Jockey, who rode Garrison Sa- 
vannah to victory for the stable 
in the 1991 Gold Cup, will be- 
gin his new career as soon as he 
has found a suitable base. 

This (clearly amicable) fum- 
ing of the generations came as 
a surprise to many, who had as- 
sumed that Mark Pitman would 
inherit the licence at Weather- 
cock House on Jenny's retire- 
ment. Yel as the’ present 
incumbent pointed out, “no- 
body should ever make any as- 
sumptions about anything in this 
lire", which is a useful rule for 
anyone in the business of hors- 
es or betting. 

.-Vs her son confirmed, “my 
mother certainly has no inten- 
tion of retiring yet. and after a 
meeting at the weekend it was 


WARWICK 


decided that it wax bust for me 
to go out on my own." 

Mark Pitman's departure will 
end a long professional associ- 
ation with the Lam bourn yard, 
one of the most consistently suc- 
cessful in the country. ' "We 
wish him all the best," hts moth- 
er said. “Naturally, like any 
mother, I hope he is a success, 
and his time here will stand him 
in good stead for the future. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Trump 
(Musselburgh 3 . 50 ) 

NB: Baaheth 
(Lingfietd 3.00) 

“Last year much to my de- 
light. my sister Mandy Bowl by 
took out a licence to train, and 
I'm very proud that Mark has 
now done the same. If either or 
both beat me in the Gold Cup 
or Grand National, I will be the 
first to give them a big hug. I 
don't know at the moment 
when I will retire. I'm gelling 
married later this year and a lot 
of things are changing in my 
life." 

Rather like one of her own 
steeplechasers, which returns 
year after year for a fresh cam- 
paign, Jenny Pitman has been 


a major force in National Hunt 
raring for so long that it seems 
a little strange to find that she 
is just 5(1 years of age. It there- 
fore seems likely lhat the pos- 
sibility of early retirement 
existed only in in the daydreams 
of racecourse officials who have 
felt the rough edge of her fa- 
mously prickly temper. 

Mark Pitman, meanwhile, at 
the age of 3D. could hardly 
have a better foundation for his 
solo career, since his time at 
Weathercock Hoursc, in addi- 
tion to periods with Martin 
Pipe and David Nicholson, al- 
lows him to draw on experience 
with the three most successful 
trainers or the last decade. The 
strength of the Pitman dynasty, 
you feel, will he doubled, not 
halved, by his departure. 

Another assumption which 
appeared wide of the mark yes- 
terday was that Dorans Pride, 
probably the best slaying chas- 
er in Ireland, will represent 
one of the best chances of Irish 
success at the Cheltenham Fes- 
tival. Though Michael Hourig- 
an's chaser is as short us 9- 1 for 
die Gold Cup, the trainer ap- 
pears extremely reluctant to 
subject Dorans’ Pride to such 
stiff opposition, no matter how 
well he performs in a novice 


chase at Luopardslown on Sun- 
day. 

“Well have to wait and see 
how wc get an there." Hourig- 
an said yesterday, ‘'but I don't 
think he's mature enough and 
it will depend on ourselves more 
than the horse. It’s a big deri- 
sion and 1 don’t wont to mess 
him up. You wouldn't pul in a 
novice against Steffi Graf at ten- 
nis, and it's the same sloiy." 

Indeed, Hourigan is inclined 
to bypass the Festival altogeth- 
er, even though Dorans Pride 
might well start favourite if he 
lined up for the Sun Alliance 
Chase. “1 would imagine he'll 
stay novice chasing in Ireland, ” 
the trainer said. “There's plen- 
ty of good prize-money to be 
picked up between Faiiy house 
and Punchestown. He* nearly 
died last year with two bouts of 
colic, so we're lucky enough just 
to have him without pushing 
him Loo. There'll be next year, 
please God." 

Since Dorans Pride is a for- 
mer winner of the Slayers' Hur- 
dle. Hourigan con at least he 
sure that his horse would both 
act around Cheltenham and 
get the Gold Cup trip. No such 
luck for Gordon Richards, 
trainer of One Man. who is slfii 
puzzling over the grey's run at 



Flights of fancy: The favourite. Minster’s Madam, in the air in yesterday's seller at Plumpton Photograph: Peter Jay 


Cheltenham three days ago. 
That outing, you may recall was 
supposed to decide once and for 
all what One Man will be do- 
ing in Festival week, but hors- 
es rarely provide a straight 
answer to a straight question 
and the choice between the 


Gold Cup and Champion 
Chase remains a difficult one. 

“There will be a lot more 
talking and thinking before 
Cheltenham." Richards said, 
and there will be another race, 
too. “He will go to the Comet 
Chase at Ascot (on Wednesday 


week]. He might as well go for 
a £60,000 race as have a gallop 
at home." 

■ Whiter Swinbum is 10 appear 
before magistrates next month 
after being charged with assault 
The three-limes Derby-winning 
jockey. 35, is also facing a crim- 


inal-damage charge following an 
incident at a restaurant in New- 
market on Friday. Swinbum, 
who earlier this month com- 
pleted a 200-mile charity walk 
through Ireland, has been re- 
leased on bail pending his court 
appearance on 27 February. 


HYPERION 

UU) CARJJTO BRIGANTE (nap) 

1.40 Beaumont 
2JL0 Dream Ride 
240 Harbour Island 


3J.0 FBmsy Thrift 
340 Cover Point 
410 Majestic Affair 


GOING: Good in Finn 

■ Left-hand i-ourse. Bun- it of 240 yard* . 

■ Hacwouiv: is wes of rtty- on B-1093. Buses from rail suiUons M WarwtrJt i In) and 
Lcamingion Spa f2m). ADMISSION: Club i 12 (Junlnni 10-20 SSl: Taumalfcf Id (Stu- 
items S4 1; Course if.. CAR PARK: dub SI; renuUndif free. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Pipe — 2d Mamin (him 1 IT mnncTa 
(3™* a mkw«> olio of 24.8*0 and a kw w a SI lend -flake of £27.87; D Nicholson — 
2! winners. 08 runnel*, 21.4%. +SI.82; Mm J Pitman — ! 1 winners. TO runners, 20.4H. 
tiil f>!j; N Hendmon — 10 mnnnv, 45 rannero. 22.2%, +S1.74. 

■LEADING JOCKEYS; R Dmrwoody— 31 winners, 73 rtfcs. 1fu5%, +5-1082; A Martin 
— IT Warners, 82 rides, 20.7%, +£.15.39; J Osborne — ] -1 winners, 71 ndia*, Ifl.Tte, - 
S IB.J9: A r McCoy — 13 winners, 35 rides. 17. 1%. +£ 1 1.01. 

BUNKEBED FIRST TIME: Mr Gordon Bennea f 1 .40). StariVK Pool (2. IOi, KHe Dmld 
12.101. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG- DISTANCE RUNNERS: Mr Afftwfa* 11.10)4 HoMimclow 12.10) have been sou 
186 mDes by R Fuat from BockfaBlemh. Devon. 

|1 1f| I HIGH FRONT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2£25 added 

^1 2m Penalty *3,010 

I 244 CARUTD BRIGANTE (U) Oatfy P WeMxT 5 u 5. JOtbone 

,2 . CLASSIC MODFL iTfie (ton RaongSyrrtcate) J TuAG 11 5 SMcfMI 

3 3 COUNTRY LOVER K (Pond House Gdffl M Pipe 611 5 RDmoodyV 

< 00- FRSJBTREY(2M)llGKniteriATi*N*G:U5 £Rm(7) 

5 00 GALWAY BOSS (47) ® L*S tatwi Poyrturl I IWams 5 11 5 BPowrt 

6 00 MMRMBE|8}(A0M5e)RFron6U5 1 Bust 

7 65 AU9C PLEASE (UQ (Bn Ota DwHhanyson! K Bale) 5 LI 5 A Thornton 

S IflCXY WttDE(Uptara& HtoodaixAJ C Bwte 7 11 5 ..ihMq 

9 33 POT BLACX IK (38) (A Lott) P HcBte6Ll 5 GToreuy 

10 TOP* 5C800 [80) (Mm P telchnson) R tacodi B 11 5 JAMAmhIR 

II 20 TODD (USA) B4) (A H Iteveyl A Haney 6 115 1 AllcCmriy 

13 5 TREE CREEPER (62) (Mre CCWtomd A Timed 5 115 IHmy 

13 DRKHIUNG PAIR [Am Bata) Mra A Newton- Sfflth S 11 0 1 K McCarthy (7) 

K CUttJJmST8onito|R5nW5110 DIMM 

15 OOO MOLUE SEVERS (202) (J K S Ciessmfl J Ownd 5 110 NTE0U{7) 

16 MOW MJNSUJOT(5E) tGPtrtemg&jPHames>FjiM&n6 11 0 S Wynne 

17 10 DISROOTED (11) Offlmln MM PannentipIMs&HKrkgra 4 10 B Jl AFtagBraM 

18 0 PAIAM0H (USA) (38) Uatm R Mub) J Wise 4 10 7 BCOflM 

19 0 STAR BtAXBEY (B3) (T Walter) G Barnett 4 10 T RFtannt 

BETTINh 7-4 Carte) Brigrato, 3-1 Country tom, U/-2 DtoaBomd. B-l Tme Creeper, 10-1 Mode 
Ptoom, 12-1 tet Btecfc Ilk, Ptaamoa, 14-1 Micky WUs, 20-1 Todd. 33-1 other* 

199& no cornreamtag meeting 

FORM GUIDE 

CMtUID BRIGANTE, wrmer of three Rat races and tourdi of 17 txftnd Vrtcuma n tost 
year's Magret Cup hi York, looks potssd to Open ha mnkng account Formerly varied hy 
Lynda tarnsen and non with Paul Webber, the Ktocoon freshed a sowv length runner-up 
behind Reset The Force when martei leader on he hurting Sow a Ascot to November and 
he Mowed that with fourths to Daraydan at Cheltenham and to Triumph Hunks hope Se- 
cret Spmg at Hampton, Cartra Bnjpma was 17 lengths adrift of Daraydan at Prestbury Pork 
but ms only two and a ha# lenphs behind hw at Hampton Country Lom*e three fiat vic- 
tories included one at Goodwood m 1996 and he wi* have benefted from fas firs run over 
timber wnen flirt a&*ist smart recuti Juyush at Newton Abbot elffrt days a&. There to a 
race waomg tor Tree Creeper, who shaped Mth promise on no ordy run to date when fifth 
behind Ready Money Creek at Windsor m November. He o by good jumps sire Wn^s Ride 
out of an un raced fufl-aster to usefii chaser Buck HAflow but might need further. Dlnl- 
lowed. the Dnly ore wrtfi wrvwig hunling toon here, came home by four tenths on her first 
appearance over Umber at Chertemam m Decemoer but was bearan 31 lerghs wtien Gew- 
enth to Summer Spel at Kempton 11 days ogp. Sele ct io n: CARLTO BRIGANTE 

|1 Af\\ ‘LOW PRESSURE* NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
l £2,925 added 2m Penalty Value £2,448 

1 FE23- BEALMONT (318) (P Cmw^Bfii) J Banfe 7 11 10 IRKamaagR 

2 50633- TR0UHAUE (2fl5) (G PTiyne) Anoraw Turel 6 11 3 Lttonrty 

3 500 HAAL(U5A)(339)(MeOTiGennsCragS>Ms)MH»nmcn)5112 RDuMoody 

4 452 Wifi RAT [38) [T G K ConstntSon Lnl J OXhsa B 10 13 lUeci Bww (5) V 

5 53431 fAStM GOLD (12) P) (A E Pita 4 Mr P E Rlcet R Fhce 5 10 3 iOsbocne 

6 02500 LOMANCOIHAI0ERf59)0tagBrBefany)DMcCan51Ol DWaM 

7 0-63066 UUMG BROOK (12) (MarQn James) J M Biadey 5 10 1 Rtotason 

B 634250 TME LBIDER (M) (The B£ Env BoyG} R Dlctoi 5 10 1 XAb|m{7) 


9 065-P KMGS VtSiOH (7Q (Mto C S Wiisunl W Jerks S 10 0 TJWfe> 

10 506& LRSTOJAOE (1481) iGay Bxetsi 1 iTSto 9 10 0 JT Notan 17) 

U CWPPfO SOBER ISLAND (12) iMn D Thomay Mb P Thonto 8 10 0 taLewta{3) 

12 000096 AIPHA LEATHER (S3] iftostRi Km^I L Grassck a 10 0 JlrJGrMtKk 

13 502 LAUfimn BUCCANEER (48) (BF) (D N Cjey) 0 Carey 4 10 0 BPotcl 

14 PJQP0 MR GORDON BOMETT (S) (N D EdOenl R Odm 6 100 CUewaaynB 

15 OP-ffHJ UPHAM RASCAL (S3) (RE fttfAworthi 0 GmUo 6 10 0 DUa&y 

-ISdoctaml- 

Mnnium MkgnL' 10a. True lanOot hc#* fungi VeAr 9s> 12b Lwu-ja* Sc Sober isUna to 7». *■ 
Ufa Leather to «o. Lau^irtg Buccaneer to 3ft Air Canton Semen & upham Rascal to rift. 

BETlifl: 3-1 Hog Rat. 7-2 Beenaioifl, 4-lFHtM(to«d, llOTrMmO^7-17)BeLMtoar,Ollau0^ 
tag Buctansor, B-l TBui, 14-2 mtag Break. 2S-1 otbvs 
FORMOMDE 

TIME LEADER, modest mou^i he e. ml0n prove me answer id this weak heal dropped 51b 
since Ian tuned and with ffxxf ciaimer Xavier Aizpuru taking oft 71b. Room Dicta's runner 
dktnT appear id last home on his last two outm^ over tartar trips at Hereford and Leices- 
ter but was beaten only a length and a half by Buimgcn Sam (who was completing a hat- 
trick) at Lueier three races ago. Thai was over two and a quarter and Tme Loader wdi be 
•toted by the return id today's trip, at which distance he ran turd benmd Inorapura ar Worces- 
ter r. November. King Rat rus scored nine Hmes on me level over the yean aid raws a 
ihreai even if he was a dozen lengths otf the winner n finishing second to Stv Selection at 
Hereford just before Christmas and hasn't raced since. Trouvane has taken mmor honours 
in hts last dm outmgs but fus most recent run behind FWy Amanshaa was back m April. 
Beanmeiit*> last outmg over hunfes was athrt.n two and a half lengths, to Circus Cdotn 
when odds-an at Fake mom last March, hawng premously AntsfKd a three- lengtn runner-up 
benmd Bacfc£immon at Utmieter. Jack Banks's charge wil not lack for fitness, however, 
because he scored three tunes on the Flat last season and ran three weeks ago at Woteer- 
harnplon though finishing wall beaten when gang oft a hot favourite. Selection: TIME LEADER 

lo ini ROSCOE HARVEY MEMORIAL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
l^" w l £5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £4j042 


o ml ‘WIND CHILL’ NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £4^50 added 3m 
2f Penalty Value £3,753 

1 P-P2213 RJttSY TROTH (IQ (M ri V.esEr i M Ifi'sssn 11 U 13 MrMKmi* 

2 .'SeD-PO MB EIT BEE (73) (P R VJhsew J SO 10 11 5 A Thornton 

1 3522P-U JULDUM 169) lAton CQton I WS dub 8 US ^PomI 

4 (BPS* MUSICAL MT(52) Ms E M Wham P Prissa 6 U5— JtBeMmy 

5 POGTYh- WESSEX MUHD (481) (Mss J C BUaajfcti iBemz 12 115 1 Harvey 

“ 5 f ill I I M od — 

BETTMG: 4-5 HwyTratt. M Mtore, 1A-1 Mostato Wt. Ifrl Arr EK Bee. 33-1 Wenes Wort 
FORM GUIDE 

FUMSY TRUTH ux*s best. The 11-yeor-oid, after a couple of seconds, gamed a wefi-eomed 
win at Cnenenhmi Gm If) in December, beating the odds-on Wee VMndy three tenths 
and he ran as neD as could be expected vchen a 13-length thud rot fbun to smart novice 
Simply Dashng at Haydock. Juttm was in ttard place when he blundered ana unseated 
three fences out on ns reappearance in Don Du Caoran's race at Hereford m November 
on his first outing anca (he spring. The e^u-year-okJ, svno landed a hunse race and (rv 
I shed runner-up m both tvs chases last term, looks the one most l*eiy to noubto (he se- 
lection. Selection: FLIMSY TRUTH 

lo ini -LONG RANGE- NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
|Ok«»U| £4^75 added 2m penalty Value £2^50 j 

1 100-62 LUCKY HIDE (47] JLShaM P Hobbs 6120 CMank 

2 50-1763 BRAZR.0RBUS7 (4) (CD) [UsCAWaien)PWeKE'6120. I Ooboow 

3 2001512 COVSI PORir (43) (Ms Am Hereou J FicGnld 5 11 7 IDmod) 


RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 


1 312122 DREAM RRJE (E3) tC G Oarte and G C Monlaurt) D fkcfiOBcn 7 11 4 JtJolm» 

2 DOOM BtBJS(40)04esSDn^KrPann)JMng7114 .Xltaxfe 

3 3151-42 HOU*ICU»{7fl)WisCLnmRFTO7U4 IFnnt 

4 0-P0400 QI8CX DBaSMM (3Q Ms E M DeSMB J Gesrael 6 11 4 NT^n(7] 

5 PUOP RED BRANCH (48) (EJ Iton^n) J Nng9 114 TJ Mspby 

6 QfOOOP- STARUGHT FOOL fH2) (Srwi E Bowl K Bailey 8 11 4 ATbonjaaB 

7 DOOP-O TYPHOON (48) fThe (>BiMy Itaig) Msk Carnpon 7114 MSTmatt 

BEIT1H& 1-2 Itato Rkto, 7-2Moldtatotore, 104 StwR^it Foot, 14-1 Ekeut, IB-1 Quick IMMob, 
20-1 Red BiaKh. 25-1 Typhoon 

FORM GUIDE 

Davtd Mcholson. who used to trtanfbrBn^dtor Roscoe Harvey, would dearly love to wm the 
first running ot ths prize and he can do the trick iMth DREAM RIDE. A real model of con- 
setency over hunfles In 1995-96 with two wins and w places ftom e^t starts, the son of 
King's Rule has been Beaten by useful rivals in finshmg second In both his chases - Oh So 
Risky at Ascot ana Or Royal at Chepstow, where only two finished. Dream Ride has much 
toss on Ms plate here ana can open his chasing account at the main expense of tiakfim- 
ctawe, inched out by Sparking Yasnvn In a handicap turtle at Newton Abbot In November 
and now matag he debut over the larger obstacles. Se le ct io n : DREAM RIDE 

9 AO I MACKENZIE CONSULTING NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £2^40 


1 1 HARBOW ISLAM) (10) (D) (MaKXkn B Junes) M ' 4X 5 11 11 HDuwnody 

2 500 GALE WARGAHE (47) (Lady Uqd Wtbtw) 0 9wrml 6 11 5 lOtanme 

3 OP KYIE DAVE) (14) SitoMidl tad BFann Barings iKfiFJooan 5115 PMdeB 

4 6 sroRMYFWRWEAIH^tflB) (Iks C Hanowy) N Herdencn 5 11 5 HARtzgortad 

5 SHEET LORD 0 S Neowrtmg SctaKns Lid) M ftaffinr)i6115 PHoBay 

6 042406 SW EE T TRBfnwO (43) |R C SnVPi) M TaK 6 11 5 WMantae 

7 206 THE BROtllASTai £1] Uorti Pttjrvon i Ur ten ftewer) I Wfeie 5 11 5 BPoml 

B 21F2 M0TOQUA (B) (Mrs Ctoye Smnh) D fUiObcn 5 UD RJotaww 

9 5P5 QUE? M0MHI5 $5) (Tito fareue Shop) PM«|ihy4 10 6 RFtanrt 

-Bdedwed- 

acnwfc 4-5 Hartwr taland, 7-2 Motnqna, 7-d Starmytakw art wr. 8-1 Stall WMparoa, 10-\ Sweat 
Trmhno, U-lTbe BrewHr, 33-1 odwri 

FORM GUIDE 

HARBOUR ISLAND was a decent stayer on (he Flat when trained by Mfchaai Stoute, win- 
ning at Unweld In 1995, white he ran third behind Orchestra Stal at Newcastle last Au- 
0isi ccncedng fl» usefti wHiner 2D. SoU lor 20, OOOgns alttw Nawmarket Autumn Sales, 
the Rainbow Qiest five-year-old made a bn#it start to his Jumping career when scomrg eas- 
mg up 16 lengths over just snort ol today's trip at Haydock 10 days a@o and he wffl be even 
better as a result of tfie experience. Motoqua, a Mtoto mare who gets llib from Harbour 
island, is die one he has id beat. Dowd Nicholson's Irish acquisition won a Gowran bumper 
m June and worfla probably have finished second to Red Blazer on her huidtag debut at 
Toucesier if she hadn't fatten at the ftaal flight. She was oearen seven lengths by Juyush 
at Newton Abbot e#n days agp bui that winner looked a smart recrut and she was 10 fengUis 
dear of me third, Country Loreria nmner In the opener here). F%* of die others should be 
funding debuam StonnyfalrwMther, who has the rlgil sort of perfljyee far jumpeig be- 
ing by Strang Gala out of o MeneEek futessier to Western Sunset, who was a smart ctias- 
er. Nuk Henderson's charge, dud m a matoen Irish point-io-poini tost year. Crashed a 14-tength 
swn of a lag field behind Omni Eage m a cm-mlle Kempton bumper n November on hts 
British debut and will be suited by Oils longer Usance. Selection: HARBOUR ISLAND 


4 61216 COOUEEM HBIO (E41 (D) U P U & J V,' Osaki R Abie: 7 10 12 W McFarland 

5 233-666 SNOWY PETRa PO) (Mrs ixqjfAne Cirrovi H 5 IP 8 ATtendnB 

6 AVI P2P FLAkOTG MDUCLf (55) ftaxg: Bjratm G Baren 7 10 1 RFtaUI 

7 05O-6PR HEKTHTARE6 BOY (38) II A hfargan) D UcC%n 7 10 0, DHtatahB 

-7dedMd- 

Unmum ne^mOsL frue funtfc® ne^TC HsmvanC Boy 5st IOBj. 

BETTING: 7-4Ctner ftant. 3-1 Lucky Eddto, 7-2 Brazil Or Bast. 9-2 FtanfctfMbadc, 7-1 Snowy P*. 
t»L 8-1 Cootteen Hero, 33-1 Heathyanta Boy 

FORM GUIDE 

COVER PONT ran a sound race when mftfl n> Crasshm at Newcastle m December in what 
was not only Ins chasing debut out also ms first appearance m 20 months. Kchard Dun- 
woody, who partnered the sa-year-old on that occasaxi, a^in teams un witfi RttGer- 
aid's runner and looks set to 0> one better. Brad Or Bust won over hurdles last season 
ana went in over course and Distance when making hs fencing debut m November, mas- 
tering Sfingsby la dual subsequent scorer/ a neck. However. Brazil Or Bust seems to have 
k» hto way since and n ntgn be left to Lucky Edt&o to chase Cover tarn home. Pluto 
Hobbs's charg?, who won first time up over timber last season, wasa two-ana a-nalMength 
runner-up lo Out tanking (five wns d»s term) at Taisaon Iasi ome and wdi have been well 
schooled for flis first attempt over fences, naming Miracle, whose only win so far came 
m a seikng hantocap hurdle at UdtMeoer last season, was (yeaoy flanered when bee Lee sn 
lengths by MuBganatthesame back m November. That came m between bemgputied up 
ar Worcester and at Southwell. Selection: COVER POINT 

14 ml SLOW THflW STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m Penatty^ Value £1,478 

1 21 LORD HXEY piZ) (59) (CO) IFofcJV 5tEMSDC%j i 05hea 5 11 U MdBd Brennan P) 

2 2 BBPBBS(lD5)(RAHPtahns>PDeiOn5U4 CMaHto 

3 BUCKS REEF Clohn ftsSxxyl AJVWson 5 11 4 ATfcmtan 

4 BUUCO BOf (N2) (NopoAs Pmnadvpi P Hobbs 5 11 4 DBridgwahv 

5 2 COBLE LANE (50) Uttin Pujrtoi & Mr An Breceh I YJuams 5 11 4 JQtiwnar 

6 GMGBt WATT (Hi^i B McGabcnl R fYice 5 11 4 DGata^ier 

7 0 BREMMTC (ID) (Mb J Hide) N Havte 6 11 4 RDomody 

B MAS5TIC AFFAIR IfingtB' Raong) N Kendereon 5 11 J MAHbgmto 

9 MA5TBI PP lAndrew 9tendmj A Fteia 5 11 4 SMdtaB 

10 ROYAL MKT QHCltaongl Mb J POnan 6114 QHoCn(3) 

11 00- SAMMIE LAD (300)(MsD Thomas) Ms P Times 5 114 Caylmbp) 

12 sra>C01EIMlJEBwn)DftaJMson6U4 RMasiey (3) 

13 0 SHm , UGHMlGf4(BfTheG&PtatnBdtp'RSireh5114 LStofietn(7) 

14 SUIT CRACKER (R C G Smsh) R Ddsn 5 11 4 BPoad 

15 5 SHmoHE (SB) (UpAandto BocdsuiAi C Btxks 5 11 4 GBndtay 

16 SUPBI NOVA 1W E (Xdeyt C HansHy 6 11 4 B Fenton 

17 0- IWGRITH LAD (289) Jt/I Rirnb) J Bemen 5 11 4 Lftanwy 

18 0 UKRAnVE PEBK 62) lEitte Wtaissu Mss C Came 5 10 13 llameom 

19 0- PAPER TJGRBSP93) (A M Amna^i DlteWsii 6 10 13 Mr R Thornton (5). 

20 SPUNKE Um 9r*t) R Johnson Hoi^iion 4 10 6 JUtirna 

21 IBSS leBHTY (H KG Sarapax) J Peacock 4 10 1 .R Delray 

- 21 deduct! - 

BEITOKe 7-2 Stsnmon, 4rl Lonl Fetay, 9-2 Ma|astlc Affair, 11-2 Sbecpcote KM, 7-1 Royal Mbt, 
8-1 Oobta Lane, 10-1 BUfai Boy, 12-1 Big Peris. 14-1 Paper Tigpess, Spudde, 20-1 otbars 
FDRMGUDE 

LORD POLEY shoved a useful turn of fool when scomg by fire lengths over course and dis- 
tance at the end of November alter a second to Utamate Smoodae on hts Newton Abbot 
introduction. The five- jear -old. formerly with Charts Mann oui'sni m me same ownership, 
can toOmv up even though the farm of the raeo he vmn hasn't worked out welL Coble Lane 
and Big tabs have both finished runner-up m then- singe starts so far - behind Carlisle 
Banono's at Musselburgh in December and Durand at Seogataki ui October, respectively- 
However, a a bigger threai may come from (he once-raced Stanmore. fifth of 20 to Qusn 
Ea^e at Kempton In Nnember and certan to progress. Stine pc ota HD and Majestic Af- 
fair are from stables which do well in this type of race. Selection: LORD FOLEY 


Bookmakers' ante-post lists are 
racing's futures market. Read- 
ers can catch up with the latest 
developments - best prices are 
in bold - in this sphere with The 
Independctifs Tuesday service. 

Tote Gold Trophy Handicap 
Hurdle Mistinguett is a top- 
priced 13-2 with the Tbte - 
William Hill and Ladbrokes 
go 5-1, while Direct Route is 
10-1 (Tote) - Ladbrokes go 
6-1. Storm Damage is 20-1 
(Ladbrokes) - Coral, William 
HOI and the Tote all go 12-1. 

Champion Hnrdle: San- 
martino is 12-1 (Coral) - Lad- 
brokes go 8-1. Istabraq is 16-1 
(Coral and William HQ) - Lad- 
brokes gp 10-1. 

Triumph Hnrdle: Shooting 
Light is 8-1 (Coral and Lad- 
brokes) - the Tote go 6-1 after 
Saturday’s victory over 2ralf at 
Cheltenham, whQe White Sea is 
16-1 (Coral) Ladbrokes and 
the Tote go 10-1. 

Cheltenham Gold Cop 
Chase: Dublin Flyer is 12-1 
(Coral) - Ladbrokes go 8-1 -af- 
ter his success over 2ra5f at 
Cheltenham on Saturday. 


The Tote bet on Saturday's 
Sandown Handicap Hurdle 
over 2m6f at Sandown: 5-1 
Yahmi (lQst), 1 1-2 Ocean Hawk 
(12st). 6-1 Tuliymuny Toff 
10st31b,. 7-1 Eizadjan ( lQst), 9-1 
Freddie Muck (10st5lb). 10-1 
Lochnagrain (lOst), 11-1 Out- 
set (lQst). 11-1 Thrrs Bridge 
(9stll!b), 12-1 Arithmetic 
(9st71b), House Captain 
(9stl01b), Runaway Pete (lOst), 
Sohrab (llsuUb), 14-1 Anzum 
( lOst 13IbX Burnt Imp (105171b), 
Fired Earth 10st61b), 16-1 An- 
gelo's Double (10st71b). Lans- 
downe (lOst), 20-1 Putty Road 
(12st), Tim (9st5lb), 25-1 Ex- 
press Gift ( lOstlZIb), Mr Ker- 
mit (lOstllb), Top Spin 
(lOstlOlb), 33-1 Lucky Blue 
(10st41b), 50-1 Dark Honey 
(8stl3lb), Ismeno (8st9Ib). 

Ladbrokes bet on Sunday’s 
Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup 
Chase over 3m at Leopard- 
stewn: 6-4 Imperial Call, 7-2 Jo- 
dami. The Grey Monk, 7-1 
Merry Gale, 10-1 Belmont 
King, Danoli. 33-1 Idiots Ven- 
ture. King Of The Gales. 

Ian Davies 


Mato A Stand im 

Penny A Pwr (Mre M tavctew'lOsiai 
Direct Route (J HJohitoryt>+ i'»^ 
Pate St ar U M jeffereorviOsaab) 
Mtater Moron* IN T-PawegflOgao) 
Hg are g IN TWMOftOevwj/igflAja 


aj 16-1 

iQstiib) m 


Coral wnBwoHB Udtiretes Tote 

U-2 M 5-1 13*2 

n-2 7-1 6-1 


6-1 10-1 

1 4-1 14-1 

12-1 14-1 

14 1 16-1 

20-1 20-1 

20-1 16-1 

20-1 12-1 


Each-way a quarter die odds, places L 2, 3. 4 fwawoury, Satirtay, 8 February) 


Horae (Tiamerl 
CoBjor Bay (J Old 
Lanh» Action 10 1 


t (N TwBton-Dawes) 

i CBnerii 

»op ID Wchoteont 
i ShnfW e U Gifford) 


WMtauaHa Ladbrokee 

3U 3il_ 

Stel 4-l_ 

6-1 

10-1 8-1 

14-1 12-1 

12 -1 1IM_ 

16-1 2G-1 

16-1 10-1 

20-1 20-1 

20-1 25-1 


HYPERION 

3-20 Falcon's Flame 3-50 Chorus Line Z20 Ar- 
lan Spirit 2.50 WayuphOl 320 Highland Park 
3^0 Trump 420 Country Orchid 

GOING: Good to Finn (Firm tai back KraigtH). 

■ TOgtHrhand oval course wiLh UgbL turns. 

■Courae to Cm E of Edinburgh on AL Bos fink Dram Edinburgh 
Nation fan. ADMISSION: Club 5 12; IkoexsalblS i.QAPs and un- 
employed S3). Arcompanied under- 16s Dree. CAKPABK: Free. 

BUNKERED FTBSTTTMK: School Of SdeaxCin); Cheater (320). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS; None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Not To Panto 020} A MMu 
(420) have been 170 mitoa by K Budre than (Rage, Onto. 

4 9 a| MCEWANS EXPORT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3000 added 2m 

1 1 BEST OF All 08) (CD) JBeny 5 11 7 MMotaoey 

2 o DES8ZT LORE (U) R McMar 6 11 5 _ 

3 00 MANNAGAR (4^ W Stony 5 11 5 RMcMhR 

4 06RTO HARE BAY OB) BOson 3115 ADobbto 

5 QSGffiO- HANOTS CHOCS (330) U* NHcqe 7 11 5 IBrtre 

B ON DC OFF CHANCE LUnp) 5 115 RSqtato 

7 23X460 MMIIVE HEART (55) J H Jdnrat 5 11 5 ASSnUi 

8 22 SHKROUApQ (BF)Ctater5115 DPerter 

9 00540 TWSHARHOTflHEMJ (U) JSisMn 5 115..JSTS»far (5) 

10 23 RUCnrs RAME (18) Mb J Rsmsden 4 10 7 PCnbany 

11 HKH HOPE HH*Y piSA) N Hammond 4 ID 7 RCwrtHy 

12 HW¥EPMw»#i410 7 GCaMI 


HYPERION 

L30 Madrtna 2.00 Soaking 2^0 Me llors 
(nb) 3.00 Double Crest &30 Time Can Tell 
4-tW s tar Talent 

®tHNG: Suradenf. 

BEALLS; Inside, except 5/ A In (oinskfej. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Middle to low beat for 5f & «f. 

B lettband. sharp rourae (Equftrack surisce). 

MCoaee to wutlHMSt of town on B2Q28 . Ungfi eld anion (served 
•Vtorton Vkaoria) wCoins courae. ADMISSION.- One enctanne 
U. CARPARK: Club 53: reraeinder Dree. 


-12 teetered - 

BETTMG: M Facets Rene. 3-1 Best Of ML 7-2 SbtatroAe, 44 Maple 
Bay, 12-1 Hfifi Hope Hetoy, 14-1 On The Off Cbraca, 16-1 olbm 

pperil BEAMISH RED R1SH ALE NOVICE CHASE 
l A,qw l (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 

1 256U0P AIOWC (B3US&LV Russel S 11 10 UUotaWy 

2 112-4 ARCnCSAian(32)J0Uver7U3 8 Storey 

3 34554-0 MATCH (10) M W Ease*? 9 11 3 - — . — RGwiityB 

4 5F0200 UFBAH DANCMB (USA) (10) B Elson 8 11 3 KJoiason 

5 06-3004 APPEARANCE HOMY (U) F Mwify 6 10 12 PCorteoy 

6 40SHR) BOLMCY GML (14) F Mitafifi 8 10 12 ADotibta 

7 052-324 CHORUS LHE(M)P Beamon 8 10 12 RSUffto 

_ j llOCiwfl - 

BETIMB: 5-2 Chores Ltaa, 7-2 Utan Denclog, 9-2 Arctic Sandy, S-lTAp- 
atofc, 7-1 Howe. B-l Botoaey 8M, 14-1 Appemuee Moray 


1 426225 

2 502-330 

3 3K 

4 0P6-1D 

5 1380 

6 006360 

7 F2W5- 

8 354333 

9 FV546D 

10 6f500 

11 00-P633 

12 0440 

13 45PP55 

14 065020 

15 OOGGAO 


GLLESPIE MALT STOUT NOVICE HANDI- 
CAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3fl00 2m 4f 
MNGERAN (USA) (40) m UsA Swto*5 11 13-J Senito 

ISE COMES tdBE (lib W Storey 5 11 5 M Motoray 

AflMN SPIRIT (50) J L Eire 6 11 5 8 Storey 

IUMME HOPE (BB) (BF) MaN Hope 7 11 3 IBtokeV 

PRELUDE TO FAME PS) Ifes U MJHpri 4 111 ADotibta 

THENEXTWAUZfB) LlmipGllO RSrepto 

GRESffBD MANOR (31« J SHuan ID ID USDotw (B) 

UTILE RBNWNG (32) MHanrunaS 108 HGwriUyV 

DOUBIiNG DICE (18) RAfian S 10 7 SMebeu(7) 

NOT TO PAMC (43) K Bute 710 4 

iEAVBiS ABOVE (5) F Muptty 5 10 1 PCrtraiy 

TH0RNTOUNBEAIE{3TOUTutUKr4ia0 

CMeODrendc(7)B 

SCHOOL OF SIHCE (18) D Noton 7 10 0 _S lfcttot«aa B 

SECONDS AMMY (KB JGuldta 6 100 GCabM 

RUBBUBH (41) Me KLarti 5 100 — W%% S Lort (7) 


LANDAU HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 
added 5f 


0114-24 SaSSORRB6E(S)tCqJMser5910 Ottaatara 

D60KH MllASCL«RS9LM(iiitBeJene4910 DHoBrad 


1 0114-24 SOS9 

2 06QKH MIIAS 

3 0014-22 CHBH 

4 0602-61 SAllY 


5 420423 HEBBIBUIEB0rm(CDBF)MssJCiaa791_JMtaw7 

6 31400-2 MADflMAtlS)fG)JBsi)r4813 PFeeeeyBS 

7 5040-01 LOmar (M) (C) ffl A Baile y 6 8 11 SSradenS 

BETTOtC 5-2 l^es, 3-1 S«ly Slade, 5-1 Ctemetot, B-l The tarttirt Boy, 
7-1 Setarar RMm, Laid Slw, 10-1 Madrfaa 


BUNXBRED FDtST TME: Ur Heeker (2.00}. 

OWNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Tsdipcanfla (2.30) 
* M ui tou (3 JO) belli wan hoe cw Sanntiay. 
WftfG-IKSTANCE KONNER& Uedrin* (1.30} hu been km 
3W Hies \tfi Berry from Codratem, Lamreshtre. 


BETTOtG 5-2 H|es, 3-1 S«ly Sb^S-lQreinetot, B-lThe taetMnte Boy, 
7-1 Setarar RMgB. Laid Slw, 10-1 Madrba 

(oTIaI DOG CART CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4JJ25 added lm 

1 266100 GREATEST (10) (Q (D) kkss Gay Kele«ay 6 9 5 DHolrad 5 

2 06021-1 SaUGNfld2)(C0)PBuOTre795 DRHcCteel 

3 1102-03 NASHAKT (5) (C) (Q (BF) K Bute 9 9 3 XSkrt(7}4 

4 60203-6 SHARP II SMART (13J (C) B SlBK 58 13 —-^Ssoitara 3 

5 550-102 MWCAKON (KQ (C) G L Mne 10 5 9 ACtartB 

6 00000 IKHAC8B(155)GThamer485 CRMterOB 

7 564-200 sreCERS REVOKE (11) |CD) NTitorBBS-GBanfiml 7 B 

8 405005- U0HP3)PBufler 4BJ— ltoamlTO(^2 

EETTORS: 2-lSoafctag, 114 taweeltaD, S-l Nasfmq 7-1 Sbap 7) Smart, 
Greatest, 8-1 Spmwrtr Rmoge, 12-1 ottiera 


-lSdcetared- 

MW’Uffnne^ciOa Ih* ran/capmgma'ItKrminEaaieSaiSb.Sc/ioa 
Of Si&fite 9st 10b Secamis Auy 9s 7)n. Aibetow 9st 4b. 

BET11HB: 7-2 Alton Spkft. 5-1 Pangem, B-l Sdnoi Of Setaace, FtankiB 
Hope, The Ned VWb. 10-1 UHto Rednk« U-l odwra 

o"cnl WLMANY COP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 2ra 4f 

1 64 IF- 32 mroUCXTOO (SB) J Otoar 10 12 0 ADoUta 

2 553222 PVWWI(4)(Cn) (BP) NHrtaer8U4 MMPJooexB 

3 035131 lBITOPWL(lfl(Cn)CPaiterl0107 B Storey 

4 521216 CHARWGGAl£(42)(lCO}MSiSaadumi01O7_JIRislar 

5 211/364 MCARDGE (43) (Dt R Breus 10 102 ASSnRh 

6 23(1233 VAL DE RAMA (IQ Der|5 Snffli 8 10 0 DwttM 

7 1140 525 RAPB MOVER C1Q (0) DNaOT ID 100 MMataaeyB 

A 543354 GRAND SCENERY (19 (CO) J H Johnson 9 10 0 P Ctotaujr 

- 8 declared - 

Uteiun weffto IDSL True nwnflap Helens: VW De Rann Rapd Uner Sbr 
12b. GandScenaySstlUt 

BETTMG: 94 IknbackiDo, 3-1 VfayepidL 4-1 Puribto, Ol Vfcartdga, 7-1 
Brand Scenery, 10-1 Rapid Mom, 12-1 oOws 

f'fonl MCEWANS 70b HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 

1 121513 SUPBGDP (IB) £0) (BPH Lung) 9 11 11 RSuppto 

2 201450 OID HABITS (MXQJLEyreB US K Storey 

3 1G3R4-2 1DIDHG PROSPECT (SB) Ms JGoaflakw ID 110 _A SSrtto 

4 1 fflASrtHSEUf(<2)(C)MHaniWid 51011 HQwrKty 

■ 5 264-331 MBHUW PARK (OT(CS}R Osffi U 1D0 ADoUta 

6 2-5525 OCKIBICKBJHJaltasneiOO FCrtenyB 

7 5P550P CARNMOfCY (KB J StaleisDn 9 10 0 STfafar(5| 

- 7 dectornd - 

AMnun HuBfiC lOst. True M0S5: Cheater ftt 3U. Owroorev 9s 3*. 
BEmKe 94 Supertnii. 34. taveot Wsaiy, 4-1 M^tond Perk. 5-L Lead- 
tae PMipect, 7-1 OM HaMto, 8-1 Ctieetar, 50-1 Canraoray 


I 23Q I PWgTWf HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 

1 2226-51 MEKjORS (12 ) (CD) M HramvSa 4 9 13 SDroml 

2 406020- BTW«ar(U9imAJ2nfe6 96 WRyra3 

3 002-264 SOUNER COVE CUM Meeds 7SU NArtame? 

4 006044 WNUM(KBmKCuintadt3reaiwn7aiO-j:ilkwlqr8 

5 400041 DtCH1CAmA(^{CD)R0%TOH)S84r7nf J<WMtoy(3)S 

6 400052 AUSTARS DANCER (7) T J tafifton 4 7 12 ~P Feeragr (6) 1 

7 00000- OATDREAM ISLAND (194) R Bater 4 712 JQUai4 

B 000522 BUJE UJ6ANA W NByaoft 5 7 11 JBrenMI(5)2 

BEnw&MHafara84LTralgetot»e.4-lBktoI%ane.5-lAfctoraDaraer. 
7-1 ENtaeey, 8-lSoUtaf Core, 12-loUwa 

O nn | SULKY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4300 added Im 2f 

1 00- AIAWCO (96) IWtore. 4 9 ID DHoBrad? 


CURRBI BELL C Murw 4 9 5- 
ON THE GRETOI CU3) A fide 4 


DHoBrad? 

_Mcnb Howtodi 6 

3 8- ONTHEGRESV pU)^>tite495 1 Stock 6 

4 5 ON THE PETE (229) H Fahey 495 ACUne2 

5 24022-3 PASSAGE CHB&85 (12) S Dow 4 9 S &SendeaBE 

6 PLENTY OF SUNSHfC I CampOfll 4 95 AOadtS 

7 500-2 HAAHEIH [USA) (14) S WfciTB 3 8 3„ B Carter 4 

8 554 DOIHE CREST (19) M Jofiston 3 7 12 NAdtaral 

-IMnd- 

BEnwCL 7-4 Bashetb, IM Passage Crraptag. S-l Dautita Crest G-l Ob 
T he Plate, 12-1 On The Owen, 14-1 ottos 


OCnl MCEWANS LAGER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
1*^1 E) £4,200 added 3m 

1 0P4UFP BROOMWL DUK»(41JJH Johnson 7U 5 ADoUta 

2 5-05FP2 CtASSK CREST (105) SAs L V RusseO 6 11 5 M Foster V 

3 FP6-24 CUSHSUPRae(40)M JatUtefSllb PCBrttenj 

4 404225 VARBLOT SHEET (IB) W Kemp 8 11 5 SMoOnigal 

5 O' KALAJO (lj)6fl B Mactagpn 7 11 5 £ Storey 

6 2343FP TOUGH TEST (32) t*s J totfesow 7 11 5 GCatfl 

7 1PP-314 TRUMP U4)C Ptater S 11 5 D Patter 

8 600QP4 UCIIX(S5)MsMMiktpn7110 ASSotah 

BETIHfi: B4Thrao, 114 Cnit Serene. 5-1 DAit*v Street, 7-1 BnuaM 
■taker. B-lTotvfli Teat, ID-1 Cbreto Crest, 12-1 etfiere 

I A Oft] WEAIHEHBYS *STARS OF TOMORROW W 
IZ— „J FLAT RACE (CLASS H) E2JOOO 2m 

1 ID HMS (41) K Bute 6 11 12 P Carbary 

2 CASTLE BAY l. Lingo 6 11 5 RSOffto 

3 20 CWF0FKH0RASSAN(22Q|BnSltellBMl5115^Gleen 

4 0 COTTSTOWfll BOY t3) MraS Brattune 6 11 5 M Fester 

5 JUST NH>JH3kene6 115 AS Smite 

6 IWISAR M Ftennond 5 11 5 Rtadtty 

7 E ATLANTIC SUNRISE (50) RIADerEtl 5 110 — CMcCDiaeck (7) 

8 26 COUNTRY ORCHD (48) pF) Mis M Raeiey 6 11 0~P Mvra 

9 DHJGHTF00L R team 6 U 0 ADoUta 

10 TWI PASTURE Us N Hope 5 110 I Bote 

U BUSIER TWO J HaMane 4 lCi 7 MMotaney 

12 OBEF CWPtE W hemp J 10 7 S Mr flung* 

13 ES 80 R Bastetei 4 10 7 H BastinaD (3) 

14 SUBRSE SBBATION R Miltarata 4 10 7 KJonra 

15 5 BUD0LE1A (10) J Tuner 4 30 2 N Hatrocks (7) 

-15d«dtared- 

BETIVKb 6-2 Caenby Orckkl, 7-2 KUrer, 4-1 Cratta Bay, 8-1 Hkbo, 12- 
1-CMef OfAhonram. IB-1 Btakfleta, 2D-1 otters 


[ o"q?r| BROUGHAM HANKCAP (CLASS E) £4fi25 
LrTrrJ added 3YD lm 2f 

1 34443 TOE CAM TELL ^ C Uuiay9 7 MToUelt4 

2 0004-12 CHAIEAUJffRAUJ (17) (CD) (BF) PFSdam813 J Dnwra 3 

3 0204-3 LAMM IOIHARR){U)M Johnson 8 U J Warner 2 

4 0050-01 MEHDOZAfS) (QOUjnaySmtaiSU (5ed_JBnmWlt5)l 

- 4 doctored - 

BETIMB: 44K2n4eralMaofl, 7-Z Ttee Cn 1U, MradeBa, 6-1 Inn lodraio 

lAnni HANSOM LBWTED STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4^025 added 7f 

1 003134 BARREL OF HOPE (20) (D) (BF) J L tye 5 9 10 

OPeera(3)3B 

2 200200- CROSS 0FVAID13?(4TSP Hw4tag4 9 7 SWMraatii2 

3 426423 £DUt1MBMT(S)(CD)(BF)MteGayKElaBy8B7-_ u — 

^DHoBrad 4 

4 ouxe- HURTLEBERRY (77Uonl Hmbn0)an 4 9 4 D Kanteon S 

5 466050- WORUAKDE BSE (45) {B) I Canpbei 494 — D Batlaata 1 

6 0043-25 EAffiRTOPlEAS[13)(qUS3(i»hSEiR^389 

AaSBfaGaKnmtDBB 

7 1 HARDREW(M)Dftsn(fiD»s3BG fQntae7 

-Tdestared- 

BOTMS: 34! B»rel of Hope, 3-1 Eager To Please. 7-2 Star Want, M 
Ma i d rew, S-l ttelleftatty. 20-1 Crara « Valour, 25-1 WMdwfde Eble 


Each-way a auaner the ones, places 123 rCheHenftam, roesdej-, 11 March! 



Eath-way a quarter the odds, p/a ces 1. 2, 3 tCtetenham, Thursday. 13 March) 


Cheltenham Gold Cud Chase 





Jadainl (P Beau 


GtafMMay a querter die odi& pfaces 1,3.3 (Chctanham. Ihuadsy. 13 March) *- wRfi a run 


New career 
for Legend 

The smart Flat stayer Midnight 
Legend is being prepared for 
the Royal Sun Alliance Hurdle 
at the Cheltenham Festival. 
The six-year-old who won the 
March Stakes as a three-year- 
old and purchased out of Luca 
Cumani’syard by the Uttoxeter 
chairman,’ Stan Garke, is now 
in the care of David Nicholson. 
Yesterday’s results, page 23 




RACING SERVICES 

261 + 


LIVE COMMENTARIES 



ALL (OURS LS IttSLl T> 

0891 261 970 
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sport 


It seems to me that allowing tactical substitutions in internationals 
is potentially the most important of all the recent changes 

. on* l 


Rob Andrew recently wrote in 
another newspaper that he did not 
see the point of having Jonathan 
Davies on the substitutes’ bench. A 
player of Davies’s stature and ex- 
perience, Andrew went on, should 
be either in the team or out of it. I 
hesitate to disagree with someone 
who is very nearly Davies’s equal as 
an outside-half, but 1 do. 

It may be that Andrew is too dose 
to die problem. He puts himself in 
the position of Davies and imagines 
that Jack Rowell has asked to 
shadow Paul Mrayson (restored to 
the England side against Scotland), 
on the bench. Presumably he would 
not like it one little bit I cannot say 
I would blame him. 

Davies, by contrast, seems per- 
fectly happy to act as Arwel 


Thomas’s rugby uncle. In the ga me , 
he has done everything, as, indeed, 
has Andrew. In fact, Andrew has 
done more: be has played for the Li- 
ons. This is Davies's one remaining 
ambition. If the Lions' manager, 
Fran Cotton, has any sense, he will 
lake him to South Africa in the sum- 
mer, whether as an outside-half, as 
a hill-back or as a utility three- 
quarter. 

I do not, however, want to discuss 
the composition of the Lions party 
at this stage but, rather, the ques- 
tion of substitutes. It seems to me 
that allowing tactical substitutions 
-in internationals is potentially the 
most important of all the recent 
changes. It makes the coach, or 
m anage r even more influential than 
he is already. 


To a certain extent, admittedly, 
tactical substitutions have always 
been made, ever since substitutes 
were allowed. A player who was not 
performing well mijght suddenly go 
down with a mysterious injury to bis 
ankle. I have even seen an out-of- 
sorts kicker being replaced by some- 
one else who, by happy chance, is 
also able to take pot shots at the 
posts. 

Such subterfuges will no longer 
prove necessary. At any rate, one 
hopes not. Against Scotland, 
Davies came on as an old-fashioned 
substitute for Scott Gibbs, who had 
injured his ribs. Considering the 
damage Gibbs had inflicted bn the 
ribs of assorted Scotsmen, this was 
justice of a kind. But Kevin 
Bowring, the Wslsh coach, also sub- 



ALAN WATKINS 


Sti luted Craig Quinneil for Mark 
Rowley and Gwyn Jones for Colin 
Charvis. 

I should have expected the last 
change at least to be reflected in the 
team to play Ireland, Last season, 
after all, Jones was - with Ian 


Smith, now restored to the Scottish 
side - regarded as one of the best 
open-side flankers and a virtual 
certainty for the Lions. And Giarvis, 
though he has had several impres- 
sive outings forties, did miss a gift 

of a try against Scotland, when he 
knocked on (or, rather, simply 
spilled the ball) with no one to im- 
pede his passage to the line. 

Whether players who. like 
Charvis, have borne the heat and 
burden of the day should be pe- 
nalised for one mistake is an ar- 
guable question. I tend to take the 
unsympathetic view that only the 
from five-forwards should be exempt 
from the obligation of being able to 
catch the ball in reasonable cir- 
cumstances such as those in which 
Charvis found hims elf! Even this 


concession may be out of date in 
these more stringent times- 
Manifestly, Bowring does not 
take this stem view. He has retamed 
Charvis against Ireland and pickeo 
an unchanged team, with Davies, 
Jones and Craig Quinneil back on 
the bench. After his marvellous 


Wales are very fortunate to be able 
to put Davies on the field m tuspbee 
if rhmg s go wrong, as they did in 
Dublin last season. They are even 
more fortunate that Davies is pre- 
park to accept this situatron.with 
fortitude, equanimity and even a de- 
gree of cheerfulness. 

Substitutions can also be used de- 
liberately to introduce new players 
to international rugby. Five I would 


nominare are Huw 

Nathan Thomas (already cappa^. 

7 sSSitute) for Wfe aad ™ 

Greenwood, Austin Healey and! 
Alex King for England. ^ 

England’s equivalent of 

Jonathan Davies is Jeremy Guscott., 
Whether he is taking it so equabfy 
I rather doubt He certamly has rea^ 
son to feel piqued. He is 
centre England have P ro jJ. u( j®jV 
since Jeff Butterfield or rf you 
count him as a 

a wing, since David Duckham. ret. 
Rowell is not only failing to pick 

_ _ i ■ - — — MifpinA lSSTl« 



fa PhUde GlwivflJe andWUl 
CariiDg. I am afraid I cannot always 
keep up with Rowell s mental 

processes. 
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SUPER BOWL XXXI: Packers’ special team deliver the decisive punch. Matt Tench reports from New Orleans 

Tl 



Pivotal play: Green Bay’s Desmond Howard leaves the New England Patriots special team in his wake for a 99 yard kick-off return and a Super Bowl record 


Photograph: AFP/Rhona Wise 


Howard's way destroys Parcells’ dream 



Half an hour 
before hostili- 
ties opened in 
Super Bow] 
XXXL the theme 
music from Mission Impossible 
echoed around the Louisiana 
Superdome. The New England 
Patriots were not on the pitch 
at the time, which was proba- 
bly just as well Had they heard 
it, they mi gh t have realised the 
task ahead of them. 

In the ensuing three hours, 
the Patriots put up a resolute 
performance against a Green 
Bay Packers team who fully 
lived up to their reputation for 
outstanding offense and de- 
fense. In the end, though. Bill 
Parcells' side were undone in an 
area of the game at which they 
usually excel. Parcells, the Pa- 
triots’ head coach, lakes pride 
in the special teams unit he 
coaches, but he, like they, could 
only watch in awe as Green 
Bay’s Desmond Howard plot- 
ted a dizzying path through a 


mass of Patriot tacklers for a 99- 
yard kick-off return. 

The run from one end zone 
to the other set a Super Bowl 
record. More significantly, it was 
a devastating response to a Pa- 
triots scoring drive that threat- 
ened to make the game close 
late in the third quarter. In a 
contest pbasmdy punctuated by 
changes of momentum, 
Howard's way proved the final 
shift, and the Pack held on to 
their 35-21 advantage, to daim 
their first Super Bowl since the 
days of Vince Lombardi 

“T thought we might have bad 
them rocking at 27-21 Parcells 
said. “We had momentum on 
that drive and our defense was 
playing a Jot better. The game 
turned on that play.” 

Howard was a worthy recip- 
ient of the game’s Most Valu- 
able Winner award, totalling 244 
yards on punt and kick-off re- 
turns. “I give Desmond Howard 
full credit," Parcells said. “He 
has great speed and made some 


people miss. It’s the first time 
this year we have been out- 
played on special teams." 

For Howard it was an extra- 
ordinary denouement to a cam- 
paign that began with his career 
m jeopardy. Five years after win- 
ning the Heisman Trophy as col- 
lege football's best player, be 
arrived in Wisconsin in the 
summer having been cut by his 
previous two teams. A hip in- 
jury almost ended his Padcer ca- 
reer before it started, but a 
touchdown return in an exhi- 
bition game secured his place on 
the roster, and he has pro- 
duced a vintage season. 

Howard’s was the decisive 
moment of a Super Bowl that 
produced more big plays than 
a Shakespeare festival, and al- 
most lived up to the hype. The 
tone was set on Green Bay's 
opening drive, when their quar- 
terback Brett Favre challenged 
the Patriot blitz. Havre's ten- 
dency to be wayward early on 
attracted much comment in 


the build-up, but his first throw 
in the biggest game of his life 
produced an inch-perfect tra- 
jectory over the advancing 
safeties for a 54-yard scoring re- 
ception to Andre Rison. 

When, with less than seven 
minutes played, the Pack capi- 
talised on Drew Bledsoe's in- 
terception on the Patriots' 
second possession by adding a 
field goal, it seemed another 
AFC team were destined for na- 
tional humiliation. However, 
the Pats responded with char- 
acteristic Parcells savvy and, 
thanks to repeated use of play 
action, promptly put together 
two scoring dnves, so that at the 
end of a compelling first quar- 
ter they were - remarkably - 
ahead 14-10. 

The Pack then made some 
adjustments, and as their pass 
rush began to disrupt Bled- 
soe's rhythm so Havre demon- 
strated once again why his 
daring is such a crucial element 
in then arsenal Another perfect 


arc released Antonio Freeman 
for an Sl-yard scoring pass, 
though Lhis touchdown, like 
the Packers' first, owed some- 
thing to a third-rate effort from 
the Patriots' secondary. 

The deep threat now estab- 
lished. the Pack were able to de- 
velop their running game and, 
with Dorsey Levens particular- 
ly effective, they racked up 17 
unanswered points in the sec- 
ond quarter. When Favre 's two- 
yard scoring run put his side 
27-14 ahead shortly before the 
interval, it seemed that an AFC 
team’s resistance had once 
again been broken before half- 
time, but such a conclusion 
onjy emphasised the perils of 
writing off a Parcells team. 

Initially thwarted, a game of 
intriguing tactical responses 
then saw the Patriots, after 14 
successive pass altempis. re- 
turn to the run. This brought a 
drive which saw the Pats riding 
their luck - Ben Coates cauglu 
one pass then saw it rebound off 


Leroy Butler’s helmet, then 
caught it again - and culminat- 
ed with Curtis Marlin's 18-yard 
touchdown run. 

With three minutes of the 
third quarter remaining and 
six points between the teams a 
memorable climax beckoned, 
but the very next play saw 
Howard's kick-off return restore 
Green Bay’s comfortable ad- 
vantage and Reggie White did 
the rest. The Packer lineman 
produced three sacks and as 
New England became increas- 
ingly desperate so Bledsoe 
threw two more interceptions to 
take his tally to four. That was 
four more than Favre, and if 
Bledsoe showed great potential 
Favre s demonstrated what hap- 
pens when potential is fulfilled. 

Bledsoe's development will 
almost certainly take place un- 
der a head couch other than Par- 
cells. who appears destined for 
the New York Jets. His dispute 
with Rohert Kraft, the Patriots 
owner, became public yesterday 


with the NFL Commissioner, 
Paul Thgliabue, asked to adju- 
dicate on whether the terms of 
Parcells’ contract allow him to 
coach another team in 1997. 
Such a high-profile rift leaves no 
scope for Parcells to stay in 
Massachusetts. But he will leave 
a team infinitely stronger than 
the shambles he inherited four 
years ago, though one still short 
of a defensive playmaker or two. 

The Pack have no such prob- 
lems. “It’s time the Lombardi 
Trophy went back to Lambeau 
Field," their general manager, 
Ron Wolf, said as the presen- 
tation was made. For the 
Cheeseheads, who tested New 
Orleans' partying capacity to the 
fulL there was much to celebrate. 
When their team last won a Su- 
per Bowl in 1968 an era was 
coming to a close. With virtually 
all their key personnel signed for 
at least another year, and their 
head coach. Mike Holmgren, at 
the peak of his powers, a new 
one may just be beginning. 


Council 
calls for 
sense to 
prevail 


W 


..C.T 




MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

In submitting a bid for £5.5m of 
National Lottery money this 
week. British athletics has been 
called upon to get its bouse in 
order by the body which win 
consider that application. 

Howard Wells, chief executive 
of the United Kingdom Sports 
Couix^- which is evaluating bids 
from all sports for newly avail- 
able nxraey under the v^srid-ciass 
performance programme — has 
called for sense to prevail in the 
debate over the future of the 
British Athletic Federation. 

“1 do not think that- anyone 
would suggest that the current 
administrative arrangements 
wi thin athletics best serve the 
interests of the sport.’’ WeDs 
said. “Recent developments 
have afforded us the opportu- 
nity to look at the situation 
afresh and examine options ' 
that are robust and flexible 
enough to support and devel- . 
op British athletics up to and 
beyond the mUlennium.” 

The Council said it would 
“need to be confident that ef- 
fective management systems 
[in the BAFJ are in place before 
making any decision on the al- 
location of funding for the 
1997/98 financial year." 

It has offered to play a role 
as “broker" in restrecturing the 
BAF, from which the executive 
chairman, Peter Radford, re- 
signed recently, citing the lack 
of freedom afforded lum by fac- 
tions in the sport 

Roger Eady will represent the 
Council in meetings to be held 
this week with key BAF indi- 
viduals. Eady stressed, howev- 
er, that the “current difficulties”- 
would not harm the prospects ' 
of individual athletes whose 
direct funding would be pro- 
tected. 

In the meantime, a petition 
protesting against the imminent 
closure of athletics facilities at 
Crystal Palace has attracted well 
over 2,000 signatures and wifi be 
presented to the Sports Coun- 
cil - which is currently deliber- 
ating over the usage of the south 
London site - next week. 

H Carl Lewis finished, equal 
seventh in the 100 metres at the 
Sydney Grand Prix yesterday, 
his second disappointing per- 
formance in 72 hours. 
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Cardiff able to 
consolidate 
title position 

Ice hockey 


Cardiff are now firm favourites 
to win the inaugural Super- 
league title after maintaining 
their edge over their title rivals, 
Sheffield Steelers, on Sunday 
night. 

In a see-saw contest, Cardiff 
led 1-0. trailed 2-1 but rallied to 
win with two goals in the final 
period from Jason Stone and 
Steve Thornton. 

It gave Devils their fourth win 
in the six meetings between the 
sides this season and, more im- 
portantly, opened a four-point 
gap over Steelers at the top of 
the table with the season now 
in the home straight. 

The result capped a miserable 
weekend for Steelers. Last sea- 
son's Grand Slam winners were 
beaten 5-2 at home by Ayr Scot- 
tish Eagles on Saturday night, 
while Cardiff were picking up a 
useful point at Basingstoke. 

Ayr boosted their hopes of 
claiming third place with a 5-3 
win over fellow hopefuls Not- 
tingham Panthers on Sunday, 
while Newcastle Cobras, who 
are third at the moment, 
slumped to a 6-3 defeat at 
Bracknell Bees after losing their 
influential player-coach, Rick 
Brebant, who was injured. 
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Newcastle face character test 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 

To misquote the Beatles, mon- 
ey can’t buy you luck. Sir John 
Hall, the one-man financial 
machine driving Newcastle’s 
ambitious attempt to hijack the 
nation's sporting consciousness, 
has suffered a rough 24 hours 
on the knock-out front. 

After watching his expen- 
sively assembled football team 
get the bum’s rush from the FA 
Cup on Sunday, he then had to 
endure further pain as the draw 
for the Pilkington Cup quarter- 
finals was made yesterday. 


Francois Pienaar, the Sara- 
cens flanker who captained 
South Africa to World Cup 
glory in 1995. paired Newcastle 
with the winners of the Bath- 
Leicester tie on Saturday week. 

It will be a tough test for Rob 
Andrew, recruited at consider- 
able cost by Hall 15 months ago 
with a brief to establish the Sec- 
ond Division side as an elite 
force in English rugby and who- 
ever emerges victorious from 
the battle of The Rec will be 
firm favourites for the trophy. 

Andrew will need big perfor- 
mances from the substantial 
number of full internationals at 
bsdisp05al 10 played in the side 


that saw off London Scottish on 
Saturday and they will have an 
1 1 th after this weekend because 
the New Zealand-born Ross 

PILKINGTON CUP 
Quarter-final draw 

Newcastle v Bath or Leicester 
WakefeW v GJaucester 
Northampton v Sale 
Harlequins v Saracens 
Ties to be played Saturday 22 Feb 

Nesdale will make his debut for 
Ireland In Cardiff Nesdale gets 
his chance because Allen Clarke, 
the Northampton hooker, broke 
a hand in the his dub's cup vic- 
tory over Coventry. 


At least no one amid accuse 
Pienaar of feathering the nest 
of his own team-mates. Saracens 
will meet the cup specialists 
Harlequins - the second suc- 
cessive London derby for Tony 
Diprose's side, who just made 
it past Wasps on Sunday. 

English rugby's political land- 
scape is even more shrouded in 
fog, however. The power strug- 
gle between the Rugby Football 
Union and the senior clubs, rep- 
resented by Epruc, was widely 
exposed to run out of steam this 
month. Fiat chance. 

Cliff Brittle, the RFU exec- 
utive chairman, yesterday called 
an emergency meeting with the 


clubs to discuss their latest 
amendments to the peace for- 
mula hammered out hefore 
Christmas. The clubs, convinced 
that their most intractable op- 
ponent is preparing to renege on 
the current deal, told Brittle to 
take a running jump. 

“Wc will not be attending 
and the message from the Epruc 
dubs is that there will be nobody 
there," said Mike Smith, the 
Saracens chief executive. “I have 
faxed Qiff an offensive reply." 
Happy days. 

5WALEC CUP Seventh- rwod drew: CdrQifl 

v ttnas PtMffz: Pontypoqi v whiuand: Uan- 
(foey v South Wales PoUw: NnvcaaUe Em- 
lyn v vate; Swansea v Pontypndcr 
Carmarthen Quins v NMtn; Tnaathy v Brid- 
gend; Atom Say v uaneiu. 


St Helens must overcome Wigan in Challenge Cup 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 


The winners of last year’s Silk 
Cut Challenge Cup, St Helens, 
must beat the side they dis- 
placed if they are to make fur- 
ther progress in this, the 100th 
season of the competition. 

Saints were drawn at home to 
Wigan, Cup winners in the pre- 
vious eight seasons, in what was 
easily the outstanding tie of last 


night's fourth-round draw. Even 
allowing for home advantage 
and their aggregate win over 
Wigan in the Winter Challenge. 
Saints would have preferred to 
avoid their oldest rivals at this 
early stage of their defence. 

The same applies in reverse, 
although the Wigan coach, 
Graeme West, was philosophi- 
cal “It’s a hell of a big game first 
off, but if you want to get to 
Wembley, you've got to be able 
to beat anyone who stands in 


your way," said West who be- 
lieves that the winter balance of 
power will prove irrelevanL 
"We had a very young side 
out against Saints and this will 
be totally different" Last sea- 
son's beaten finalists, the Brad- 
ford Bulls, must make the short 
journey to HundeL The one 
amateur side to fight their way 
through to this stage of the com- 
petition. Dudley HilL who are 
also based in Bradford, are not 
so lucky. Their third-round vic- 

l -j \£ 


tory at York has earned them a 
trip to the professional code's 
northern outpost at Carlisle. 

"It’s not ideal," admitted the 
Dudley Hill secretary, Mark 
Tordoff. after the draw at Head- 
inglev. “But I’d still like to 
think that well be back here for 
the fifth- round draw." 

Paris St-Germain, included 
in the Cup draw for the first time, 
will be at Batley, while the relo- 
cated and renamed Lancashire 
Lynx mil host the London Bron- 


cos. The dub, formerly known as 
Choricy, arc moving into Preston 
North End's ground at DeepdaJe. 

The only other ail-Super 
League lie is between Castleford 
and Salford. Elsewhere there arc 
a number of ties between First 
and Second Division dubs after 
which the losers might reflect that 
entry into the new Plate com- 
petition - and which also ends at 
Wembley on the big day in May 
- is not a bad consolation prize. 

Draw. Digest, page 25 


Norton are taking 
nothing for granted 

Hockey - - 


BILL COLW1LL 

Norton march on relentlessly 

With maximum rv-imte >ir ik» i. 


gave the Surrey side a point they 

deserved. 


-iven after -dropping two 
““ ■w.cm.cbsiy points, Hampstead are seven 

their 4-1 away win over Ram- Achfn^i S . ■ 


i vvmiDieaon, wno won 4-3 at 

Rkha^/F™^ With AmhoriaSSfcSi S 

Makir.gnothi^fwEn.nteS “““ 

A ^nn« U T 1 ^‘h I% - 0fe 

against l^Sngarhil^G^f ^ ^ 9 l ? nbrid ge*s 

Bolsover made his til Sn- the At- 
tribution with Phil Hardy con- Hhf ^5 ^bridge 

verting a penalty coroerand, as Oi7imS5rH P °jS tS a J) ead of 

the opposkfon tired, Gary Fer^ Nor ’ 

guson completed the t afijr. ton, yet to drop a pouit 

In the Nastra Azzurro South 
Premier Anchorians had a con- 

vinrinB ? 7 uh« — — 


vmcrng 5-2 win away to Gore 
Court and are now four points 
dear of Hampsread and West- 
minster who surprisingly 
dropped points to lowly Wok- 
ing in a 3-3 draw. 

Always struggling 3 ft er con- 
ceding an early goal in the 
upenmg minute to a Greg 
Machin penalty corner, Hamp- 
stead fought back with goals 
from Mark Crowley - hfa 23rd 
of the season. Will Saxby and 
Knb Turner before a late 
equaliser from Mick Coldough 
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NEW FACES FOR ’97: One young rider has become the only Englishman in any of motorcycling’s 
three grand prix classes to gain a factory-supplied bike next season. He talked to Andrew Martin 
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jam 


Robinson’s 
f ighti ng 
chance 


W ith ;i single punch. 
Jamie Robinson 
earned himself more 
attention than a season of ea- 
ger progress on molorcycliny’s 
25Hcc grand prix circuit. 

Knocked from his saddle a! 
.i crucial stage in last year's 
British Grand Prix. the in- 
censed 21-> cur-old Yorkshire- 
null Hew at the rider whose 
error had ended his hopes ■ >f 
a [op-10 finish in front of an ex- 
pectant Donington crowd. 
Rohinxm. a slight, boyish fig- 
ure. lunged ~ 
ut the bigger, 
helmeted 
rider, and 
chinned him. 

"However, 
if 1 had won 
the event. 1 
would tiot 
have had so 
much expo- 
sure." Robin- 
son says 
vvrvlv. 

That 


‘I can’t wait for 
the start of the 
season - I just 
want to tear 
the handlebars 
off the bike’ 


un- 


characteristic rush of blood to 
an otherwise level head led to 
pictures of the incident from 
an otherwise unremarkable 
race flashed around the world. 
Robinson gained a degree of 
notoriety - the rider hailed as 
"the man who would he king" 
by Motor Cycle News seemed 
more likely to make headway 
under Don King. 

It also marked the point 
when Robinson’s season look 
a downward curve, his priva- 
teer mount proving increas- 
ingly unreliable, a finish ever 
elusive. 

From three ninth places to 
a host of noughts. Like so 
many young Britons on mo- 
toreycling's blue riband se- 
ries. a bright prospect 
appeared to have missed his 
opportunity. 


So Robinson's exuberance 
can be forgiven when he now 
says: "1 can’t wail for the start 
of the season - 1 just want to 
tear the handlebars off the 
bike.” 

Why? Because the only 
Englishman competing in any 
of the three grand prix class- 
es - 5fHJcc, 250cc and IZScc - 
has been contracted to ride a 
works Suzuki bike for the 
coming season. In boxing 
terms, a factory-supplied hike 
is like entering the ring with an 

iron bar in 

your glove. 

The team - 
Arie Molenaar 
Racing -is in its 
first season at 
250cc after win- 
ning Iasi year's 
125ce title with 
the Japanese 
rider Haruehi- 
ku Aoki. 
"Straight 

away I got a 

really good 
feeling with the team." Robin- 
son beams. “My lire is faking 
such a different' direction. I'm 
really enjoying myself now. I've 
got a really good feeling about 
my racing. I think I'll have a 
good year. Since I signed my 
deal, "everything is more in- 
teresting and fun. 

“I wasn't happy with the re- 
sults I was getting: the bike was 
never consistent. 1 just couldn’t 
do my job and I was really an- 
gry with the situation and get- 
ting frustrated.” 

That frustration was vent- 
ed in the Doninglon fisticuffs. 
“I ride on a lot of emotion - 
I pul my heart into my job," 
Robinson says. “It's not 
something I’m playing at - its 
my life. 

“It was the British Grand 
Prix; I had so much at stake. 



Trouble on the track: An angry Jamie Robinson (left and inset) chases after Luca Boscoscuro following their 
collision in the British Grand Prix at Donington last year Photographs: Ernpics/'Feter Jay 


He knocked me off and lhai 
was it - it was just all ray emo- 
tion aiming out all in one 
punch, i restrained myself be- 
fore it all went too far, but we 
got away with that one." 

The Suzuki marque carries a 
heady significance with British 
race fans. Barry Sheene rode 
one to two world 5U0cc cham- 
pionships, in 1976 and 1977. 

Since then only Carl Foga- 
rty, twice a world champion in 
the rival World Super Bike se- 
ries, has set pulses racing here. 
Hence the expectation riding 
on Robinson's precocious tal- 
ent in what this season will be 


the toughest of the grand prix 
classes. 

With the three-limes world 
champion Max Biaggi staying at 
250cc and the former 250cc ti- 
tle holder Loris Capirossi step- 
ping down from two years aL 
500cc. the competition will be 
testing indeed. They are joined 
by the top five riders from the 
I25cc class on a grid cut from 
36 to 24 qualifiers. 

Robinson adds: “There's a 
clutch of good bikes out there 
- it’s going to be exciting. It's 
also going to be hell. 1 don't re- 
ally know what to expect.” 

He will know better after 


testing the RGV250 in Aus- 
tralia and Malaysia, a world 
away from last year when he 
travelled from circuit to circuit 
in a camper van with little or no 
time to prepare the bike. 

“I’ve never gone winter test- 
ing before. Usually we'd go for 
a few days somewhere and 
Lhen to the first race. Now I've 
got a lot of time to get things 
settled, get my head into the 
speed thing. To feel comfortable 
on a new bike. Perfect." 

Robinson won his first race 
on his 16th birthday at Cadwell 
Park in 1991, and became the 
youngest rider to win the 


British 250cc championship 
fourycars later. He stepped up 
to the grand prix circuit in 
1996. Raring bikes is all he has 
ever wanted to do. 

■ Ai school Td tell people that 
I wanted to be a motorcycle rac- 
er and they’d sayi 'Pick a prop- 
er job'." Robinson says. 

“If raring hadn't happened I 
would still be doing something 
athletic because I’ve got that 
kind of ambition inside me 
that I need to do something 
physical - certainly not boxing." 
he grins impishly. "Judging by 
the . British Grand Prix. you 
wouldn't have thought so." 


The voice of motor sport talks ITV into a pay rise 


Motor racing 


Murray Walker launched his 
new career with ITV yesterday 
by revealing he had negotiated 
a pay rise, but the man who has 
spent more than 50 years with 
the BBC as the undisputed 
voice of British motor sport, 
said: "It's only a modest in 


crease. After all, I do it basically 
for the love of it." 

Walker will be joined in the 
commentary box by Martin 
Brundle, who finds himself back 
in the world of Formula One 
just weeks after losing his dri- 
ve with Jordan. 

ITV plan four shows for each 
of the season’s grands prix, 
starting with a 90-minute qual- 


ifying programme. There will be 
a 15-minute news show and race 
coverage itself will begin half an 
hour before the start. A high- 
lights package will wrap up 
coverage later in the evening. 

One thing guaranteed to ir- 
ritate viewers, however, are five 
planned two-minute commer- 
cial breaks which will bite into 
each race, but Neil Duncanson, 


executive producer of ITV’s 
race coverage, said: “It was 
only the BBC which didn't have 
commercial breaks. 

“Most other companies have 
more or longer breaks than we 
plan. But if we do miss anything 
the audience won't, because 
everything will be recorded." 

The 73-year-old Walker, who 
gave his first radio commentary 


at Silverstone in 1946, revealed 
how dose his career came to 
ending following last season's fi- 
nal race in Japan. 

“I seriously Lhougbt of jack- 
ing it in," said Vtalkcr. who has 
signed a two-year contract with 
ITV "Damon Hill was world 
champion, a good mate of 
mine, and it seemed a good idea 
to stop. Bui Formula One and 


motor racing are my passion 
and my life and I don’t want to 
finish. It's a pleasure to talk 
about it. 

“ITV have given me an op- 
portunity to cany on working 
with sudi good talent and with 
lots of money going into the 
sport. When I thought of that I 
didn't have to think much longer. 
I am absolutely delighted." 


Hughes just 
happy to 
play his part 


Fbotball 


Mark Hughes, whose appear- 
ance as a substitute sparked 
Chelsea’s revival at Stamford 
Bridge on Sunday, said yester- 
day that unlik e some of his col- 
leagues in the game, be was not 
going to a>mplain about being 
left on the bench. 

The Welsh international has 
been a revelation alongside Gi- 
anfranco Zola in the two months 
since the Sardinian's arrival 
from Parma. Yet despite those 
superb performances, Hughes 
was dropped by Ruud Gullit, the 
Chelsea manager, for the game 
with Liverpool. the Dutchman 
opting to pair Zola with fellow 
I talian GianluQi ViallL 

Gullit then brought Hughes 
off the bench to rescue what ap- 
peared to be a lost cause as the 
Blues retrieved a two-goal 
deficit to score four times with- 
out reply in the second half. 

Hughes said yesterday (hat he 
was both “surprised and disap- 
pointed" when he discovered he 
had been omitted, but the for- 
mer Manchester United strik- 
er stressed that he was not 
going to make a song and dance 
of his treatment by Gullit. 

“1 didn’t expect it, but Ruud 
explained it to me and I ac- 
cepted it," Hughes said. “The 
fact is that we've got three 
strikers in myself, Luca and Gi- 
anfranco, and that's proof of the 
progress weve made here. 

"What’s happened in the last 
couple of years is unbelievable. 
We’re exciting the public and 
die press and it’s just nice to be 
part of it. The ambition there 
is in this dub is very important. 


and that's got to come ahead of 
my personal ambition. 

’“You want to see the dub go 
places and I think we're really at 
the beginning of something spe- 
cial. I want to he pari of it. Every- 
body wants to play, but if I can't 
play week in, week out I'm quite 
prepared to bide my time. 

"It was a great performance 
in the second halt but 1 don’t 
think we want to be two down 
at half-time every match," 
Hughes said. “When we can put 
two halves together like that 
we'll be dangerous." 

Chelsea’s inspired perfor- 
mance in the second half was 
proof that the trio can all play 
in the same side, with Zola's 
magnificent strike pulling them 
level before Vlalli’s double 
completed the comeback. 

Zola agreed Viafli bad passed 
a key test of his resolve. “Vi al- 
ii is a great player, but it wasn't 
an easy game 'for him to have 
to come back into," he said. 

“He had a lot of pressure on 
him and that made it very diffi- 
cult for him to play well. But if 
you have the sort of big person- 
ality he has, you can rise to the 
occasion. In the first half the way 
Luca and 1 played was a bit tim- 
ited, but when Mark came on the 
three of us played with intelli- 
gence and gave Liverpool some 
surprises they couldn't deal with. 

“We’re a strange team. We 
can make some banal mistakes 
and both the goals on Sunday 
were due to those sort of errors. 
In the second half, the whole 
team played very well and every- 
body playing like that made it 
possible for us to come back. But 
it would be hard to have to re- 
peat that every match." 


Grobbelaar is bee’s knees 


Bruce Grobbelaar survived a 
swarm of bees, a furious on- 
slaught from one of Africa's 
leading strikers and a frantic 
airport dash to keep a clean 
sheet for Zimbabwe in their 
draw against Ghana in their 
African Nations’ Cup qualify- 
ing match in Harare on Sunday. 

The game had to be halted 
just before half-time when a 
swarm of bees flew over the 
ground, forcing the players to 
crawl off the pitch with the 
shirts over their faces to avoid 
being stung. 

Grobbelaar, standing trial 
in Britain on charges of match- 
fixing, was granted permission 
by the judge at the crown court 
in Winchester to go to Harare 
for the vital game. The 39-year- 
old goalkeeper arrived on Sat- 
urday and flew back 
immediately after the match, 
dashing from the National Sta- 


dium on the outskirts of the city 
to the airport to catch his 
plane. 

He made some vital late 
saves from the Ghanaian cap- 
tain, Abedi Pele, to salvage a 
draw after his Zimbabwean 
team-mates had missed some 
good early chances. 

Before the match, a crowd of 
50,000 filled the Harare Na- 
tional Sports Stadium and 
cheered Grobbelaar onto the 
field. Some waved banners that 
said "Viva Bruce” and “Long 
live Bruce." 

“We were worried Bruce 
wouldn't be mentally and phys- 
ically fit after his tribulations in 
England, but he proved he’s big 
enough for iL" commentator 
Kelvin Sifelani, of the state 
Zimbabwe Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, said. 

The draw put Ghana firmly 
in the lead in Group One. 
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Hendry seeks inspiration 

Snooker 


Stephen Hendry, on a mission 
to improve his relatively poor 
record at the Regal Welsh 
Open, quietly moved into the 
last 16 of the event at Newport 
yesterday. 

However, Hen dry. who pro- 
duced a low-key display lo beat 
Ian McCulloch in the first 
round, never approached his 
devastating best during a 5-2 win 


over Mick Price of Nuneaton. 

“I am playing really weU and 
cueing fine but motivation is dif- 
ficult for me to find in these ear- 
ly rounds," the six-times world 
champion said. 

Hendiy, who has not won the 
title in Newport since 199Z now 
faces Thailand's James Whitana. 
Walt ana secured a place in the 
last 16 by beating the 1985 
world champion. Dennis Taylor, 
5-3. 


RACING RESULTS 


AYR 

: x. jervaulx (P Cameiry) 8-1: 2. 
I Prince 9-4 fenc 3. Parson's Lodgs 
SL IB ran. 4. 1 'a. (G RtetanJs. Greyswte). 
Tofe £930; £530, £130, £&G0. Dud fiat- 
cast £13.30. Computer Strain Forecast: 
£2463. Tno: £150.90 loan won. POO) of 
£1 72.17 earned toward to Warwick 1.40 to- 

2.10: L BOLD BOSS IB Storey) 4-5 tav; 
2. Nooran 33-1; 3. Raflegfo 5-2. 12 ran. 
2 'A. 2. iG Moore. Middtenamj. Tote: £1.30; 
£1.10. £3.70. £130. DF: £1530. CSF: 
£3834. Tno: £15.70. 

240: 1_ SWANBtSTER (R Suppte) 5-4 fey; 
2. Sukkly Lad 50-1; 3. Celtic Duke 25-1. 
14 Hn. 2, 16. iL Lunas, Canjowretoumj. Tote 
£2-00; £1.50. £57/70. £1.90. DF: £3830. 
CSR £82.47. Tno; £236.80 (pan won, pool 
of £150.10 earned forward lo Warwick 1.40 
today). 

340: X. KINGS SERMON (RSiwte)lO- 
H 2. Noon Stand 6-1: 3- Cowntuie Lane 
3-1 tav. 14 ran. 3. 17. IP Beaumont Brarefc- 
ty.Tote: £15.70: £4.70, £330. £240. DF: 
£59.40. CSF: £68. 7 L Tncasc £216.09. Tno; 
£88.90. 

340: 3. MR KNTTWIT (A Dobbin) B-l: 2. 
Larateroudi 4-1; S. Jndfctoua Captain 66- 
1. 10 HUL&4 to v Hrfawan (few. 11. lVn (P 
Mantetfi, RoseweBj. Tote: £6.80: £130. 
£110, £1330. OF: £530. CSF: £2635. Tim 
£97.10. 

440: 1. PHAR ECHO <R Supple) 54; 2. 
Utabooy 100-30 bar. 3. Pariah 20-1. 10 ran. 
1 3. (Lumen, Camithercaom). Tote: £5.20; 
£180. £j5o. £3,90. DF: £10.80. CSF: 
£2055. Trtcasc £280.54. Trio: £32.60. 
Ptacspeh £3150. Qnadpot: £12-60- 
Ptoce B&5B.69. Place 6c £25.18. 

PLIMPTON 

14a 1. POM ME SECRET (C Maude) E»- 
2: 2. Avanti Express U-10 lav, 3. Eao do 
Cotofne 20-1 12 ran. 4. 11. (M Pipe. 
Wettnanry. Tots: £420: £130. £1.10, 
£430. OF: £420. CSF: £8.81. Trto; £2630. 

2-Ote 1. DO BE WARE (9 Fenron) 20-1: 
2- PttNty Beef 9-2; 3. Summer VBa 9-1: 

l6-1_ 16 ran. 7-2 fav Minster's 
Madam (6(h). 4k, no. 0 Flteh-Heyes. Lewesi. 
Tote: 05.60 £2.70. £150. £3.10. £2.00. 
OF: £26.04 CSF: £95.70. TncasC £80630. 
Trto: £363^3 (Part tuon. pool of £3457 car- 
ned forward to Warwick 140 today). 

230c l AMANCX) (M A Rtz|pra(il) 2-9 feu; 
2. Rotate Pride 5-1; 3. Rory Box 25- L 5 
ran- 10. Ob. A ftsrett. Putoorouffi). Tote 
£L10; £110, £130. DF: £1®. CSF: 
£1.46. 

330:1 NO PATTERN ID Gate^er! 7-2; 
?- Cottafr CbteT 9-4 tav: 3. Bute Voon 10- 
Lrt no. i>,v. nk (GL Moons, Epson). Tote: 
£4.40; £L8>. £1.70. £234 DF: £530. CSF; 
£10.70. True £15.80. 


33ft 1. CARDINAL RUI£(R Johnson) 10- 
1: 2. Wfimow 15-2; 3. Dante's view 11-2. 
IS nut 5-1 tav Saxon Mead ifefy. 5, 1 (Mbs 
Verwtio wtHams. Hereford). Tote: £10.20; 
£2-70. £2.70, £250. DF: £2330. CSF; 
£7808. TASKS £430.93. Tno: £132.50. Non 
Rumen Victory Gate. 

4.00: 2L WHtPPEHS DELIGHT (Mr A 
Charles Jonesi 20-1; 2_ Kkxa Chany 14-1; 
3. Oflher Duckett 2-1 fair. 12 ran. 4, 1% 
lG Charter- Jones, wantage). Tote: £2130: 
£4.10, £6.50. £130. DF: £172.50. CSF: 
£225.26. Tncasc £742.23. Tno: £117.40. 

430: 4 FLAXLET WOOD (B Pawed) 11- 
2; 2. Fawfey Ftjrer B-l: 3. Trdal Joy 4-1 tav. 
13 ran. l'/i. 4. (R Buckler, Brtdpon). Tote: 
£630: £250. £130. £230. DF:.£27.7a 
CSF; £46.77. Tncasc £18434 Tax £4550. 
NR; Sidney VaSey. 

JackpoC not won (pool of £2.638. 79 ear- 
ned tomerfl to Warwick today). 

Ptacepob £25.30. Qoadpot: £12.10. 
Piece 6: £43.92. Place Gc £29.65. 

soirmwELL 

150-. 1- STATE OF CAUTION U Farming) 
3-1 tav; 2. ZMba 4-1; 3. Weat And See 12- 
113 ran. 4 . 7. ID Shaw). Tote £840; £2.70. 
£180. £2.40. Duel Forecast £1054 Com- 
puter Snaair Forecast £1439. Tore Tno: 
£1460. 

230: L SENSE OF PMOWTY [Alex 
Greaves) 4-6 fav; 2. Myttote Mistate 5-2: 
3. Sea Devfl 9-2. 4 ran. 2. 3V- (D NtChoUs). 
Tote: £1-74 DF: £2.00. CSF: £2.51. Non 
Runner: So- SSver Sox. 

250: J_ PfUMA SILK (A Clark) 6-1; 2. 
Braadatelr* Beauty 16-1; 3. Natality Pis- 
tol 9-2. 8 ran. 3-1 tav Desert Invader. 1 V«. 
(M Ryan)- Tote. £5.64 £1.70, £1.90. 
£230. DF: £154.54 CSF: £3038 Tncasfc 
£440.62. 

330: 1. SUDDEN SPIN (1 Weaver) 9-1 
2. Master Foodtaroher 12-1 3. Mapenfo 
33-L 13 ran. 5-1 jtfaw Angesey Sea View 
<4th) A Stonecimer. nk, u. U Norton). Tote: 
£11. (JO; £3.00. £3.60, £12.60. Dual Fore- 
cast; £55.90. CSF: £113.62. Tncasc 
£3. 143.77. Tno: £152.40 (part won. pool of 
£204 16 earned forward lo Mfanmfi 1.40 to- 
day). 

350: 1. IURROR POUR SPORT (N PW- 
lard) 15-2; 2. Baflfoboramfa Boy 11-2; 3. 
Jack Saya 5-JL 11 ran. 4-1 fw Neon Daon. 
nk, 6. (M Johnston). Tote: £730; £3.60, 
£1.10. £1.90. DF: £18.90 CSF: £47.07. Trf- 
casc £213.73. Tno: £39.30. 

434 3- THREE ARCH BMDGEUWtsam) 
13-8 fav, 2. Queens Straflor 12 U 3. Mooo 
lady 7-2 . 12 ran. 4, 3. (M Johnston). Tote: 
£3.00; £130, £2.10, £154 Dual Forecaar 
£4230. CSF: £22.72. Tncasc £625& Trto: 

Fi 7 an 

Pteeemb £22650. QwadpoC £123.74 
Place 6: £309.12. Place 5: £156.68. 


Basket baB 

Worthing Beers are likely to he without 
their American forward Anthony Thomas 
tor the remainder of the regular sea- 
son after he chipped an anne bone in 
last weekend s home 101-87 Budwefcer 
League win over Leopards. He win not 
come out of plaster until the middle of 
March. 

NBA: New fork 95 Miami 89; Mrfwauhee 94 
Son Antonio T 6: IA Liters 1D4 Seams 103. 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic DMskNl 

W L PCt BB 




New York 

30 

Waahtoeton 

21 


19 

Newimsoy — 

LI 


9 

PMadofohta 


Cantral DMsJob 


CMcoeo 

37 




28 

Chariotte 

24 

Cleveland 

23 

Milwaukee 

21 





WESTERN CONFERENCE 

Midwest Dtvisloa 


W 











San Antnnfo. 


Vancouver 

£ 

Padflc Dhffcton 








Sacramento 

18 

LaCflp-pors 

16 

Golden State — 
Pfaoeniit 

16 

15 


e>h 

8 

13 

13V» 

16 

17 

22V. 


Bowls 

Greg Hartow. who lost in straight sets 
to David Gourtay at the quarter-final stags 
In last year's World indoor Champi- 


onships, yesterday beat Gouitay. the 
holder, in five sets m the second round 
at Preston. 

SAGA WORLD INDOOR CHAMPIONSMPS 
[Preston) Sterna sacond round: G Harrow 
[Ene IX D Gourity (SCO) 6-7 7-3 7-4 2-7 7-3 


SHEFFBJJ SHELD (Final day «tf fora) Ho- 
bart: Tasmania 314 u Cm 961 and 175 iT 
M Moody 7-41); western Australia 312 (M £ 
Hussey 83) and 180 for 3 (Huasey 87). Wast^ 
era Austratta won by seven nictate. 

RBJ STRIPE CUP (Third day or Tour) Port 
. of Spate: TrrOad and Totsrg) 302: Windward 
Islands 1-Mland 283 (J 5HvestBr6fl. BWatt 
57; M REBsad 4-55). BrirtoAnm: Guyana 156 
and 218-3 1C LamOert 101 not out. A R Per- 
end 82no): Barbados 448 for 8 dec. An0dBa: 
Jamaica 332 IF A Rosa 96. D S Morgan 63). 
Laewara Islands 20 3 for 8. 

Football 

Former Manchester City wee -chairman 
Freddie Pye has pined me board of First 
Division rivals Sheffield United. The 
Sheffield chairman, Mike McDonald, 
said: "He knows just about euerjnne in 
the game and will be a major asset to 
the club.* 

Leicester will be without therr defend- 
er Pontus Kaamark for a month after 
he broke a bone m his left arm. The 
Swede, who only recently returned af- 
ter a year out with ruptured knee liga- 
ments, was injured in Saturday's FA Cup 
win over Norwich. 

The Football Association of Ireland has 
been fined SFrl.000 (£475) folkwring 
incidents during a European Champi- 
onship Under- 16 tie against Lithuania 
on 20 November. The Republic were 
beaten 2-1 In the match at Limavady. 
and individuals on the Insh bench were 
reported for their behaviour. 

The Portuguese dub, Boawsa, has been 
fined SFr50,000 for the wolem conduct 
of its fans in a Uefa Cup march last year 


Football 

7.30 uruess state 

mnoNunoE football league 

FIRST DIVISION 

Bradford v Port VWa (7.45) 

Grfcnsby v Barnsley (7.45) 

Obfiiaa v Chortton (7.4S) 

P u r Ui n wim v Oxford Utd (7.45)_ 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

FIRST DtVISION 

Eaat RM v St JohBXtona _ 

StMkrno v Dmfee 

SECOND DIVISION 

Ayr V Hat 


Stedwnd v SSSi'oS? f7 ' 46) 


THIRD MVtStON 
CaMdanbralh v Row Coo 


Bmley v Ctwaterflekl (7.45) . 
1HRD DMSJON 
Lkioota v-OMoter 


AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 


Carlisle v HuB (7.45) . 


Scunthorpe v Notts County . 
W- mOa ni v Crewe ... 


SOUTHERN SECTION QUARTER-FINALS 
Brantford v Cofoiwotor (7.45) 


6M VAUCTALL CONFERENCE 
Altrtnctn™ v Maoctefleid (7.45) . 
HsMnr v Broo«8M (TASi 
SPALDING CHALLENQE CUP 
QUARTBM4HAL 

WeSnK v Fwnborooffi (7.45) _ 
QUARTHT-FINAL REPLAY 

StatytaridgB V Moraeantae (7^45) . 
TENNEN1S SCOTTISH CUP 
THinD-ttOUND REPLAYS 
Atawricwi v KbMrtte _____ 


Qooaal Pork v AUen Rovars 

ICtS IEAGUE Pramte DMtett Eittetd v Qqyt; 
Htehn v St Aibara. Dw Daralon: NorttinnoO v 
Aveley. euardtan Insurance Cup fourth round: 
Kmgaonan v WoWngham. 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Praralor DNMok QuBe- 
WyvFndJey. Preddent^ Cup second roend: 
Runoom v Barrow. League Cup tblid roend 
replay: Great Harwood vKrwwslayUld. UnlF*- 
ta Flret DMalon Cup ItaH rocnut HanogBle 
Toon v Atherton LR; SmdOOndge PS v Con- 
gjeran, 

DR MARTSTS LEAGUE Pierater DTiMon: Aner 
Stone v Gtouceeur c«y; Wng^ l^rm v Camtrdgp 
City (7.45). MUBand DhWone Bodwortti v 
Poflat Rangers. League Cop third round: 
Martfiyrv RCWxwiclc SudBuyTamv St tetrads 
Starrxanft. 

SIOHNOFF BBSH LEAGUE Premier DMatorr 
LrtWd v Arts. 

BASS KISH CUP Rfth-roind replay: Omagh 
Tom v Newry, 

LEAGUE OF WALES: CtxvBti'3 OuBy v Conwy. 
HOH1H WEST COUHT1ES LEAGUE Ftret DM- 
afon: Darwen v Traffortf. Mane Rosa vChad- 


against Intemaaonate. Milan, Pans St 
Germain. Bruges and Schalke 04 were 
all fined SFr30,000 for their farfs 
conduct of their fans in European 
competitions. 

Nona's national coach. Amodu Shaibu, 
has been suspended indeflntieJyatthe 
weekend “for gross misconduct, in- 
subordination and making embarrassing 
remarks about its activities and the per- 
son of the sports mtriisiesf a Nigpnan 
Football Association spokesman said. 
The Frenchmen. Claude Leroy and 
Phfllipe Troussier, who both have 
coaching experience in AHca, haw been 
included on the shortlist for Shsibu's 
replacement. 

Errand's David Eleray ts one ctf 23 lead- 
ing referees who wM attend a Lfefa work- 
shop in Limassol, Cyprus, on 10-11 
February it has been set up to prepare 
them for the final stags of the clii> com- 
petitions. Stephen Dunn, of England, 
and Scotland's Alan Freeland are to at- 
tend an introductory course for new in- 
ternational refterees at the same venue 
from 13-15 February 1 


WORLD RANKINGS (<Bi or Iri unless stat- 
ed): 1 G Normarr (Aus) 12.2 BpB; 2 T 
Lehman (US) 956; 3 C MomBomerte 9.07; 

4 E Els ISA) 8.95; 5 N Faldo 753: 6 M Oza- 
h> Lfapan) 7.58: 7 D low B (USj 7.58; 8 F 
Couples rust 730: 9 M (TMaara fUS) 654; 
10 C Pawn (US) 650. Other British: 31 1 
Mwnam 4.17; 37 S Torrance 3.68; 53 L 
Weswood 2.48: 62 D Ctarte 2.41; 78 A 
Cotert 1.91; 79 P McGrtey 158: 95 P BnxiO- 
lua L73; 96 P HarVmi L72; 99 P Mtthea 
1.70. 

Ice hockey 

KMj Edmonton 2 Wabrtngor. 1; Pfostxjrgh 

5 Montreal 2. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Northeast Dtvtskra 

W L T F A Pts 
PtttsfaurCh — 27 17 5 183 151 59 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


derton; Nawacti v Buscou^c Newcastle Town 

VHKK0OW. 

NORTHERN COUNIIES EAST LEAfiUEPraraier 
NvWkac AmoU v HeUam; Hudkraii v Sheftloa; 
LMrseO09 v Oesort Attn. 

JEWSON EASTERN L£ASU£ Premier DMsIoa: 
HanKnAParheamnvSudfauyWBnoenmiNsw- 
martcet v (vsraoys; Tipwee v Sucttuiy Town Res. 
WMSTDMJEAD KENT LEAQLC Hret DMelon: 

ComtnenvHemeBm.HntDMsionCiapaao 1 

ood-raand r ephra c Stale Green u Fmneas: Tuv 
hrrigs Wete v Carufowy Csy. 

NIBUH EXPRESS MBIANO ALLIANCE: B&r- 
wi v SapenMt Wear Mkfonds Ponce v Bridg- 
north. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Julia OHera 
Laa^M Cop UM round: Burmese KM v Hor- 
sham VMCA- 

AVON KSUUNCE COMBINATION Fht DM- 
sfoK Mdteafl v West Hem (2.0L 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: Scan** DevetapfneraXVvOte- 
go (7.0) IX BriOgphaugh, Stirtng). 

WELSH NATIONAL LEABUE FW tMcdOK Ite 
tndgo v UandR (7.0). 

CLUB MATCH: BceSyn ParVvUju0VicrouifiStu- 
derns (7.15). 

Other sports 

BOWLS: vuortd Moor Oiampionslte (Pm- 

$an). 

CMCKEI! Ftet fecc NewZWantl v Erajanc tAuck- 
Nnfl). 

SNOOKER: Re^l Vteh (Nawportj. 
SWBiWNCc Worid Cup meet (Oasewi. 


Buffalo 25 19 

Hartford 20 21 

Montreal 18 24 

B oston - 1R 24 

Ottawa 14 22 

Atlantic Dhridon 
PhBadoIpNa 27 14 


NY Rangers 25 19 

New Jersey 24 17 

Washington 20 24 

Tampa Bay 18 22 

NY ManOara 16 23 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central DMsfcxi 

W L 

Dallas 27 17 

Detroit 22 16 


153 120 61 
138 113 58 
177 143 67 
121 115 S3 
130 136 45 
133 144 42 
1 133 142 41 


Pacific Division 

Colorado 29 12 

Edmonton .23 22 


Los Angeles 17 2S 

Saa Jose 17 24 


F A PIS 

143 117 58 

144 108 S3 

149 155 GO 
135 153 46 

128 138 42 
144 174 38 

1165 US 68 
160 150 61 

150 158 48 
133 143 42 
119 142 40 

129 162 40 
121 146 39 


Rnjgby League 

SOX CUT CHALLENGE CUP Fourth-round 
draw: Hunslet Hawks v Bradford Bills; lan- 
cashua Lute v tendon Broncos Femherawne 
Rowera v IMdnes vmyk Bailey Butkfaga v Pans 
St Germain; Okfoarn Bean v Rochdale Hor- 
nets; DewsOuryv Doncaster Dragms Carigie 
Borte r Raiders vDixfciyHti; Hudderefeki G>- 
ams v Hid: Wakefield funky v Swinton Lions 
Mamngion Wo Kies v Barrow Braves; Hull KR 
v Hafefcru Bfoesoc Lagi C e n tu nans v Sheffield 


Eo0es; WtorMnpon Trrar v Ke&iiey Cougars: 
St Hetens vWtjjan Wamors; CastJefort T^ers 
v Salford Reds Whitehaven Wornon v Leeds 
Rhinos. (Ties to os played on weekend of 8- 
9 February). 

Sknng 

Biblana Perez, one of the leading 
dewnhi racers of die nsEan Alpme team, 
suffered concussion when she crashed 
during a training run at Cortina d'Am- 
pezzo yesterday. Her condition was de- 
scribed as not serious. 


REGAL WBSH OPEN (Newport) First mint 
A RoWdoux (Cam bt B Snaddon iSco) 5-4. 
Socood mud: S Hendiy iSco) « M Price 
(Eng) 5-2: N Bond (Enjp bt S James (Eh© 5- 
1; A Robfcfouc (Can) bts An rPsk) 5-2; J Wat- 
tona (ThaQ bt D Taylor IN M) 5-3: T Chappei 
IW«) bt L Rkhartson (Eng) 5-3; J H(g0r»(Scol 
bt N Water fEng) 5-3; M Wiliams (Wad bt 
W Thome (£na 5-1; M King (Eng) bt M Judes 

(Irf) 5-4. 

Swimming 

Pairi Palmer, the Olympic 400 metres 
fieestyte sliver medafet, has been forced 
to withdraw from the World Cup short- 
course meeting beg ruling in Glasgow 
today because of flu. 

lean Is 

The British No 1 Tim Herman has 
dropped fiom 14 to 16 In the latest ATP 
world rankings, despite no loss in 


form. His demotion has happened be- 
cause of the outstanding form of the 
Spaniards Carlos Mqya, runner-up in the 
Australian Open, and FeifcMantSa. who 
was a quarter-finalist. Moya, whom Hen- 
man reoemly beat In the final the Syd- 
ney International, has jumped from 25 
to 9, while Mantilla has climbed from 
19 to 15. 

LEADMG ATP RANXH66: 1 P Sanpras fUS) 
5.T74JBS; 2 G tanlscNto 3.566; 3 \ 
Muster lAut) 3,492; 4 M Chwifi (US> 3,417; 
5 Y hafetntev (RusJ 3367; 8 R Krapcek (Nufol 
2371; 7 M Rios ICnUa) 2.329: 8 W Ferreira 
(SAJ 22221 : 9 C Moya iSpl 2,171; 10 T En- 
qwa ISwl 2.086; 11 A Cosu ISpl 2.036; 
12 A Agssa (US) 1548: 13 B Barter (Ger) 
1,931; 14 T Martin IUS) 1840; 16 F Man- 
ONa (So) L688; 16 T Henman <GB) 1587; 
17 S EdbwB ISwe) 1.561; 18 M Gusteteson 
(Swel 1,537; 19 M SOch (Gert 1518: 20 A 
Berasategui ISp) 1,477. 

LEADING ATP PRIZE-MONEY WINNERS: 1 
P Sampras (US) 5457,178 (£286.000): 2T 
Woodbriflfie (Aus) S263.0l£3 C Moya ISp) 
5253^88; 4 M Woodforte (Aus) S223.D11: 
5 T Muster (Aut) 5131^54; 6 A (TBnen (US) 
S 122.682; 7 T HUniran «3B) $119,214; 8 
J Courier (USl S115.810: 9 M Chang IUS) 
5114,099; 10 S Lareau (C an) $102,927; 11 
J Bfortanan (Sira) 5100,646: 12 P HaarhuK 
INetn) 593,774; 13 G harusme (Croa) 
77^77: 1AJ EttmfJ) iNetn) $76,424: IS J 
Stark IUS) 570,429; 18 M Wos iCfolei 
$67^63; 17 F Manila ISpl $61,613; 13 A 
Costa (Sp) $58,613; 19 S Draper (Ausi 
$53,621: 20 R loach (US) $53,140. 
SHANGHAI OPEN (Cti) Man's singles fast 
round: D Ftoch (US) tx S Dosedel iCz Repj 

6- 4 6-4; J Gatrnard (Frl bt Bfog Pan (CM1 

7- 5 6-3. 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Can SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort nwriw 

0990 100 843 

a dOSBi *•«*» oat SOdmw tens Ffea 


Snow reports 


Resort. 

ANDORRA 

Coosnent 

Area 

open 

Last 

snow 

Lwr 

cm 

um 

cm 

Forecact 

Gran Rolg Best on upper ruts 

Pas Da La Cass Mainly hard packed 
AUSTRIA 

1Q0K 

100‘S 

22.1 

22.1 

160 

160 

210 

210 

Sunny 

. variable 
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Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 
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Robinson’s fighting chance 

Lone Englishman seeks grand prix glory 
on 250cc works motorcycle, page 23 


sport 
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Packing a punch 

Green Bay savour Super 
Bowl success, page 22 
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Lara’s best too late to save West Indies 


Cricket 

TONY COZIER 
reports from Adelaide 
West Indies 130 and 154-6 
Australia 517 


Brian Lara at last brought the 
splendour of his strokeplay to 
a series that had been dimin- 
ished without it, but it seemed 
insufficient to save West Indies 
from one of their most crush- 
ing defeats in the fourth Test. 

Lara remained unbeaten on 
65 at the end of the third day 
here yesterday but, with only 


wicketkeeper Junior Murray 
and three fast bowlers remain- 
ing as partners, the West Indies 
stiU required an unlikely 233 to 
make Australia bat again with 
two days remaining. 

Lara's previous seven inning; 
have brought him a miserly 86 
runs and the last five had all end- 
ed in single figures. When he 
strode on to sunlit Adelaide Oval 
quarter of an hour before tea the 
West Indies were already in a 
hopeless state, with a firet-innings 
deficit of 387 and two second-in- 
ning wickets already down for 22. 
That soon became three for 42. 

For the remaining two and a 


quarter hours, the dapper left- 
hander first settled himself be- 
fore initiating a breathtaking 
assault on Shane ^farne and 
Michael Bevan, Australia's con- 
trasting wrist spinners who had 
bemused the Vfest Indians cm the 
first day when they were routed 
for 130 and were doing so again. 

He pulled both the left-arraer 
Bevan and Wune for six and 
shared his U fours between 
them. For an hour and 40 min- 
utes he and the graceful Carl 

Hooper lifted the ^ocanofa Gile- 
s' match in which the Wfest In- 
dies have been utterly outplayed 
by opponents determined to cap- 


Thorpe the 
centurion at 
heart of fray 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from Eden Park, 
Auckland 

New Zealand 390 & 65-3 
England 521 


Graham Thorpe is a quiet, un- 
demonstrative man. but there 
was no denying the outpouring 
of emotion at Eden Park on 
Monday, as he scored his third 
Test century. Removing his hel- 
met, he repeatedly aimed fresh 
air punches towards his team- . 
mates, who applauded him to a 
man. 

Strangely, for a Test played on 
a new pitch, it was the fourth suc- 
cessive day that bat do mina ted 
ball and Thorpe. Surrey and 
England's second centurion of 
the match, was instrumental in 
taking England above the 500 
mark and on to a first-innings 
lead, of 131. Thorpe is the ulti- 
mate team man and he proba- 
bly felt he owed his colleagues 
a score, not least for the farci- 
cal nature of the run-out be- 
tween himself and John Crawley 
on the previous afternoon. . 

“It was a good feeling, espe- 
cially to contribute to the team.*' 
Thorpe admitted after the day's 
play. “Creepy [Crawley] has 
been very good about the run- 
out. He just told me to go and 
score his runs for him." 

He was as good as his word and 
his 119, while more studied than 
his usual knocks, contained 17 
fours and took just over five and 
a half hours to complete. “I felt 
J had to be patient and occupy the 
crease." he said. 

Thorpe scores his Test hun- 
dreds 3bout once every 15 Tests, 
or every two years, an event 
whose frequency is akin to the 
gestation period of the African 
elephant, and one that - had 
there been a decent crowd pre- 
sent - might have been greeted 
with almost the same amount of 
trumpeting. 

He has his detractors, too, and 
if it is centuries that measure the 
true worth of a lest batsman, 
then there is little doubt that 


Thorpe is an underperformer. 

The only problem is that such 
yardsticks rarely teO the whole sto- 
ry and Thorpe's value, along 
with such players as Australia’s 
Mark Waugh- would perhaps be 
better gauged by how often they 
seize the initiative for their team. 
Which in Thorpe's case, is prob- 
ably more often than any of his 
England team-mates, including 
the illustrious Alec Stewart 

Look doser and there is lit- 
tle doubt that since the extrav- 
agant promise of a debut 
hundred against Australia, Thor- 
pe has been instrumental in set- 
ting up winning positions for 
England. The team may not 
have always gone on to win. but 
Thorpe's urgent sixties and sev- 
enties have, as often as not, at 
least given the bowlers enough 
time to plot victory, rather than 
merely hope for it. 

Before Monday he had not 
had a happy winter, and there 
were murmurs that after a sim- 
ilar period of disillusionment in 
South Africa last year that he was 
unhappy at being abroad for long 
periods. In Zimbabwe, it was a 
situation compounded by the re- 
cent birth of his son and the sad 
news of the death of his Surrey 
team-mate Graham Kersey in a 
car crash over Christmas. 

“Touring can be difficult at 
times," he said. “In Zimbabwe 
I got some bad news from Sur- 
rey and I was also out of form. 
You can't control form and in the 
end l got through ft. But I'm here 
now and it's a new series." 

It is also a new lest and the 
day ended well for England with 
three New Zealand wickets 
falling before the close. The ex- 
tra pressure was provided after 
Thorpe and Dominic Cork had 
combined to set up England's big 
total with a seventh-wicket stand 
worth 114. However, it was a 
stand ended by one of the more 
bizarre Test dismissals when 
Thorpe stumbled slipped and 
then kicked his stumps after 
overbalancing while trying to 
play a ball from Chris Cairns. 

Even more surprising, per- 
haps, was that Cork’s ensuing 
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ACROSS 

I Construction that's getting a 
fellow to come to an end (S) 

5 Those dealing with aliens 
will take rime to stir up trou- 
ble? (6) 

10 One could expea no first 
part to exam? (7,8) 

II Bill which electricity meter 
gives? (T) 

12 There’s little in weapon to 
make things more palatable 
(7) 

13 Learned people will provide 
2 on US volume (8) 

ingkeen 


a note i 


15 


IS Earthy material to give un- 
pleasant odour to you and 
me (5) 

20 Duels fought about revolu- 
tionary programme ($) 

23 Count is deposed malting 
this power vacuum? (7) 


25 Is unable to get a word of 
thanks for some music ( 7 ) 

26 Underground broadcasting? 
(510) 

27 Affectedly posh bov meets 
one’s father ( 2 - 2 - 2 ) 

28 Anticipated payment to se- 
cure new rose, new (S) 

DOWN 

1 Ruler didn’t finish dried 
fruit (6) 

2 A structure Ls leading to mo- 
torway lawlessness (5) 

3 Given the lack of success 
Football Association 
changed Rule 1 (7) 

4 Fair fellow abandoning aero- 
plane journey (5) 

6 Outside broadcast picture’s 
unfit to be shown (7) 

7 Order used in Portuguese 
dictionary (5) 


8 An attempt to follow a num- 
ber of commandments re- 
quired bv letter (8) 

9 Awfully thin, smug, supplier 
of colts? (8 ) 

14 One’s off a worker who's ec- 
static within (8) 

16 Provide protective coal as 
Ivan's got to be out in a 
storm (9) 

17 Science not initially studied 
by a learner for examination 
($> 

19 One s regularly paid a gram- I 
itv to get entry in dispatch I 
(7) 

21 Eau about ten. cooked stuff 
suitable for one's tooth (7) 

22 Money secures female help 
in leather production (6) 

24 Copper will need rest having 
worked from 2 to 8? (5) 

25 About to produce new for- 
mulation of belief |'5) 


itaKse on their 2-1 series advan- 
tage; As the partnership realised 
96, the inevitability of a huge de- 
feat was irrelevant. Reality was 
abruptly restored within the final 
20 minutes as Hooper, Jimmy 
Adams and Ian Bishop were dis- 
missed in the final seven overs. 

After Australia were eventu- 
ally all out for 517 half an hour 
after hmch, labouring 323 ovens 
to add 87 to their overnight to- 
tal, the West Indies second in- 
nings endured a frenetic start. 
Glenn McGrath's second ball 
spat viciously at Sherwin Camp- 
bell and feu back into his leg 
stump off his body without dis- 


lodging a bail. In the next over 
McGrath had the new left-hand- 
ed opener, Adrian Griffith, tak- 
en in the guOy and then Bevan 
accounted for Stuvnarine Chan- 
derpaul and Campbell to splen- 
did slip catches by Mark Taylor. 
- A crowd of 18,000 had been 
d isappointed at the start of the 
day by the dismissal of home 
town favourite Greg Blewett for 
99. Kept scoreless throughout a 
testing over, from Cameron 
Cuffy, he sought to push into the 
off side for the deciave single off 
the last ball and was bowled off 
stump. Bevan laboured in com- 
parison over an unbeaten 85. 
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half-century was only his second 
in Test cricket, the first having 
come against the West Indies at 
Old Trafford in 1995. 

On that occaaon, Cork played 

quite magnificently and although 
there were glimpses of that 
here, there was a perplexing pe- 
riod either side or lunch - soon 
after England had taken the lead 
- when he took an hour to 
score just a single run. 

Afterwards David Uoyd, the 
England coach, praised the Der- 
byshire player’s inning s, adding 
that he felt it was time Cork 
“moved on from being a strike 
bowler and sometime afl-rounder 
to a genuine all-rounder'. 

It took a brilliant diving catch 
by Biyan Young to dismiss Cork 
after he had swatted Danny 
Morrison’s long-hop high over 
the fielder's head at midwickeL 

Al that point, the England tail 
took the opportunity to outper- 
form its usual rabbit rating as 
Phil Tufhell and Alan MullaUy 
added 43 for the last wicket, a 
feat that suggested the pitch at 
least had surpassed all expecta- 
tions of its durability. 

However, it is remarkable 
how a few widening cracks can 
help persuade a bowier to try his 
luck, which is broadly what it 
took to dismiss Young after 
Nasser Hussain, hovering at 
fine gully, bad parried the initial 
catch offered by the batsman's 
stinging drive. 

With MullaUy rested after 
another wayward opening spell, 
it was Darren Gough’s turn to 
run uphill into tire wind, an en- 
cumbrance that appeared to 
help his inswinging yoiker, which 
for the second time in the match 
caused the tall Blair Pocock to 
be leg before. 

But if getting both openers 
was a bonus, foe dismissal of 
Stephen Fleming, New 
Zealand's century-maker in the 
first innings, was a huge blow to 
the home side. It also gave 
Tufhell his first wicket of the 
match, an occaaon someone 
with a knapsack celebrated by 
invading the pilch and mooning 
at foe ‘Barmy Army*. 



Beyond the boundary: Graham Thorpe, England's quiet storm, drives for cover 
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Rovers 

may fao 
battle fbi 

Eriksson 


Football 

ALAN NIXON 


Blackburn Rovers plans lo se- 
cure Sven Goran Enkssons 
managerial services next season 
are being tested by interest from 
foe Italian dub Lazio. 

The Swedish coach has signed 
a contract with Rovers stating 
that he wfll join them at the end 
of his contract with Sampdona 
in June, but Lazio sacked their 
Polish coach Zdenek Zemen 
yesterday after a poor run of re- 
sults and are expected to make 
an approach far Eriksson- 

He may be persuaded to 
change his mind as the Lazio job 
interested him in the past, and 
sources at Blackburn have re- 
vealed that Eriksson's recent 
meeting with the Blackburn 
management have not gone well 
because of differences of opin- 
ion on appointments, signings 
and future strategy- 

Peter Siorrie, West Hams 
managing director, is refusing to 
be tied down by Michael Tabor's 
deadline for an answer to his of- 
fer to buy foe club. Tabor has 
made repeated bids but has 
been frustrated by a Jack of re- 
sponse from Upton Park. He 
o riginall y set foe deadline for Fri- 
day, but" yesterday he said from 
Barbados, where’ he is on holi- 
day: “If we do not hear within 
seven days it is going to be too 
late to do anything about this sea- 
son. Events will overtake us." 

For his part Storrie said: “The 
chairman is looking at a range of 
offers, which will remain confi- 
dential." West Ham's problems 
mounted yesterday when the 
Football Association asked them 
for an explanation of Saturday's 
pitch invasion- the second at Lip- 
ton Park this season. 

Teddy Sheringham. the Tbt- 
tenham striker, is almost certain 
to miss England's World Cup 
qualifier with Italy at Wembley' 
next month after breaking down 
on his first day back in training 
since damaging his ankle at the 
start of foe month. 

Eric Ca- yna has been given 
a two-game suspension following 
his yellow card during Man- 
chester United's FA Cup match 
with Wimbledon on Saturday. He 
will miss the fifth-round tie 
against QPR if United win the 
replay, as well as the Premiership 
game at Arsenal on 19 February'. 

Bradford City’s EA Cup hero 
Robert Steiner is to call an ear- 
ly end to his three-month loan pe- 
riod and return to the Swedish 
club Norrkoping after turning 
down a permanent move. 

Graham Fenton, the Black- 
bum striker, could be out of ac- 
tion for up to a month after a scan 
revealed medial ligament dam- 
age sustained in a reserve-team 
game at Birmingham last week. 


Eden Park scoreboard 


Enfform men mss 

NEW ZEALAND - Ffeat kotaf* 390 (BA 

Ptocot* 70, S P Henwig 129, C L Cams 67; 
D Goufji 4-91). 

ENGLAND - Rrst tarings 

356 tor 61 

N V Krttfn Ibw b Dou* — 5 

(31 min. 2 S MBS. I tout) 

•VI A Wnwton c and b Patel 83 

(3 72 m«, 223 Mb. 11 tnni 

tA J Stewart c tec b Doufl 173 

(363 win. 277 baas, 23 foul 5 . 1 si/I 

N Hussarn c Remrne D PauH £ 

i'25 mm. 22 halts. 1 four) 

G P TTwpe hit wh a Caims .. ...119 

1 339 mti, 245 baft. 17 fount 
1 P O&Mlay run out (Dodl-Gsmon) ...... 

1 62 m*i, 43 OaOs. 1 few? 

C Wste Itw b Vau£ian 0 

il /ran, 1 bag} 

0 G Co* c YOunfi b Momson 59 

(236 nun. 192 Daft. 6 fburc. 1 sbj 

D GOU01 C German b Morrison J2 

£8 irtn, IB bolts) 

A D MuEaHy c Gamcn b Momson „.21 

(94 min. 40 tots. 2 tours/ 

PC Rtutoefi notout 19 

(55 mfn, 4£» balls. 2 touts/ 

Extras 0s2 lb 12 w2 nbl) 18 

Total (763 a*v 187.4 ovars) S21 

FMfc 1-18 (Kntftu 2-200 (Atherton) 3-222 
iHussan) 4-304 (Siaw/tJ 5-339 (Cwtey) 


6-339 (Wrntei 7-433 mwipei 8-471 
(Gougi) 9-478 lOorttl 10-521 (Mulalyl. 
Bowfine MonlHa 24^4-104-3 (nU3H4- 
1 10-0. 4-1-17-0. 5-2- 15-0, 3-0-23-0. 3- 
0-22-0. 5-0-1&-2. 0.4-0 2-1): Doull 
39-10- US-2 iwl) (04-15-1, 40-21-0. 7- 
2-14-0, 3-1-14-0. 8- 1-25- L B-2-WO, 3- 

0- 13-0); Calms 30-3-103-1 (wl) 
160360. 4-1-140. 71-160. 3-0-160, 
B 1161. 2-000); Astta 14-3-330 14- 

1- 80, 5-1110. 2-1-20. 30-12-01: 
Vaughan 38-10-57-1 16 1-14-0. 60- IS 
0. 2-1-2 0. 62 10-1. 6-2-4 0. 6300. 3- 
1-4-0): Patfil 44-10-92-2 (21-631-2. 
8-2-330. 4-1-130, 7-1-110, 4-1-d-O/. 
Progaa a : Second day: Tea: 39-1 r Amor- 
ton IS. Stewart 13) U eucn. SO: 60 mm. 
15.2 0*93. 100: 116 mm, 29. 2 owrs. Boo 

supped toy at 5. llixn «123-1 (Amer- 
twi 48. Stewait 67) 36 overs. Play aban- 
doned at 5.50pm. IMrd day: ISO; 182 min, 
46 ewers. Laoctn 193- 1 (ABWrton 79. Sew 
art 104| 68 ovas. 20ft 270 min. 70.1 ovds. 
Now ball taken alter 88.2 were at 241-3. 
250 In 352 min, 90.1 ovars. Ton: 2863 
(Stewart 165. Thtxpe 18) 97 avers. 300: 
393 mn. 99 owrs. 350 m 479 min. 11 9.4 
oven. Oom: 366-6 (Thorpe 57. Cork 16) 
126 wars. Fberthdmc 400: 550 min. 1383 
overs. Laaah: 448-6 rrhofte 117, Cork 381 
157 ovens. 450: 631 mtn. 159.1 owrs. 500: 
727 mh. 182 wets. baa taken at SOO- 
9 after 182 rare. Irtntngs closed 3 -2 2pm 


Atherton* SO: 147 nw, 117 ban* a fours. 
Stewarts SO: 78 nw. 57 bads. 7 tours. 1 
s D. 100 : 216 min. 161 bafts. 14 tours. 1 
Ml ISO: 330 mm. 254 baits, 20 fours. 1 
so. Thorpe’s 50c 177 mn, 118 hate, 6 fcxxs 
100: 297 m)n. 211 balls. 15 fours. Cortfs 
50: 201 rnm. 162 balls. 6 fours. 1 sh. 
NEW ZEALAND - Second kujtags 

B A Pocock )bw b Gou^i _.J20 

|7J min, 62 haft. 2 toursl 

B A Voungc Hussain b Cork „..3 

(35 mm. 24 bans) 

A C Pwore not out _16 

■84 mm, 52 bans, 2 fours/ 

S P narrwig C CrtNrfuy b TiifhaH 9 

(35 min. 31 baBsl 

"TL h Germ t»i not out _..4 

«8 min. 9 oats, 1 total 

Extras (nW) ... 4 

Total (for 3. 121 win. 29 ovm) 66 

» 1-17 (Y&rtf 2-28 (Pocock) 3-57 tBem- 
Infl. 

Bowling: Carte 7-3-17-1: Rtoftafly 7-4-5- 
0; WMte 61-60 Inbl): GouA 7-1-16-1 
inb2); TufneS 61-12-1 Inbij (one sped 
each). 

at Fourth day: SO: 117 min. 27.3 


Umpirac: S A 8ucknor ana R S Dunne. 
TV Replay Umpire: 0 B Crate. 

Match Referee: P J P Burge. 



Graf inquiries continue 


Tennis 


The prosecutor of Steffi Grafs 
father. Peter, said yesterday 
that foe investigation of Graf 
herself, shelved during her fa- 
thers trial, would now proceed 
more quickly. He also con- 
firmed reports that he is also ex- 
amining evidence lo see if 
criminal investigations should 
be opened against some of the 
player's sponsors. 

Oraf appeared al a news 
conference before the Pan Pa- 
cific Women's Open in Tokyo 
today, but declined to answer re- 
porters’ questions about her fa- 
ther’s conviction for tax evasion. 

Graf looked weary after a 
flight from Australia but insist- 
ed she was in good shape. *'My 
condition is pretty good," she 
said. “I'm fit ami ready to play.*' 

The German prosecutor. Hu- 
bert JobskL also said that ihc 


state is appealing against the 
length of Peter Graf s sentence. 

“Before the working day 
ends, foe appeal of the three- 
year. nine-month sentence Pe- 
ter Graf received on Friday 
will be on its way to the Feder- 
al Appeals Court in Karlsruhe." 
Jobski said. 

Graf. 58, was convicted of 
evading DM12m (£4.6m) in 
[axes on his daughter’s earnings 
from 1989-1993. and attempting 
to evade paying another DM3ra, 

The prosecutor is also ap- 
pealing against the 30-month 
sentence .given to Joachim 
EckardL the former Graf fam- 
ily tax adviser, who was con- 
victed of attempted tax evasion 
and being an accessory. Prose- 
cutors had asked that Graf be 
sentenced to six years and nine 
months in prison, and Eckardt 
to four years and nine months. 

Both men remain free on bail 
during the appeal process. 


which takes several weeks just 
to gel [he documents to the 
higher court. 

Chief Judge Joachim Plass. 
who presided over the trial, had 
recommended the investiga- 
tion of Steffi Graf be dropped, 
saying there was no evidence 
she had played "an active pan'' 
in the tax evasion. 

But Jobski said the probe of 
Steffi Graf had only ceased 
temporarily, but would now be 
handled as quickly as possible. 
Jobski did not specify the spon- 
sors he was looking at. but 
German news reports named 
Adidas, Dunlop and Suedmilch. 
a German milk products com- 
pany. 

The reports said the compa- 
nies were suspected or showing 
willingness hi route payments 
for Steffi Graf to her father's 
mailbox account in the Nether- 
lands to hide them from Ger- 
man tax authorities. 
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TORONTO WITHWAGARA 

BA 747 from Heathrow to Toronto on 22 May, 10 July. 
6 August. 29 August or 6 September • five nights at the 
deluxe Sheraton • city tour • Niagara with helicopter 
# , ha ^ mr • CN Tower luncheon • Phanton of 

the Opera • Concorde supersonic return £1,999 

MONACO GRAND PRIX 

Eurostar to Paris on 10 May • city tour • overnight 
• Concorde supersonic to Nice • luncheon and 
reserved seat for Monaco Grand Prix at Mirabeau 
Motel • return by private jet to Heathrow £ 1,499 

ORIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 

• C oncorde supersonic return to Heaih rnw £1,499 

Omcorde supersonic to Nice on 1 June • seven night 
MonteCario to Soufhainplon 

n " nCe aBd Rsa) ’ 

B arcelona • Onent-Ex press to Victoria £1,999 

■ Concorde to Heatfarw 

Conoorte .upe^fc ^ on 

rate*. 

Casablanca • Loncorde to Heathrow £1.799 

_i 

For our foil colour brochure, 
please telephone: 

0181-992 7000 

or write to 

* 2 * SUPHHAIIVE TRAVEL 

43, Woodhurs, Road, London, W3 6SS 







